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15 THO UGH a Work ſent into 
the World confeſſedly abounding 
in Error, will not allow a Defence, it 


is 88 it may admit an = Apoiogy; 


The.- Hiſtory of Ellen was compelip 
at a Period, when the Writer was, in 
conſequence of Engagements, entered 
into on laudable Motives, involved in - 

the greateſt Diſtreſs, both of Mind and 
Circumſtances. | 
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APOLOGY. 


The few who know the Author's 
- Hiſtory, for the laſt Eighteen Months, 
know alſo, * the little reaſon ſhe had to 


apprehend the evil ſhe has encountered. 


But it is to Him only, who faſhioned the 
Mind of Man to the deſtined — her 


Suffering can be known. 


Four Hundred Miles aifiant - Gon: 
Home, 'F amily and F riends, a Stranger 
in a Country, where ſhe was literally 
taten in, her Spirit broken, her Health 
impaired, her little F ortune ſinking, 
the unoffending Victim of a Party, Who 
forgot their Character and Manhood, 
to combine againſt the Laws they pro- 
feſſed to Support, and the Sex they were 
born to protect, her Domeſtic Peace and 
deareſt pride totally deſtroyed, what won 
der Female Fortitude ſunk under ſuch 
accumulated Ills? and that as a Re- 
ſource from Mental Derangement ſhe 
V . 


BE : a 
5 — 2 
„ * 


5 5 8 | 85 8 C 
„ Cl APOLOGY. 


| ought, in the airy Regions as Fancy, 407 
i Subject which by diverting thought from 55 

3 «Self, 28 might ſometimes afford a tempo- 
rary © Ne oblivion of Sorrow.” | 5 


"As this Time, 3 under theſe cir- 
cumſtances, was Ellen - conceived and 
brought to maturity: Thus, then, ſhe is 
preſented to the Public, as an alleviation 

of Grief and Misfortune; - and as ſuch, 
| may her demerits meet indulgence from 
the Boſom of Sympathy, and her Errors 
eſcape the keen Edge of ſevere Criticiſm; 
may the Reader, happier than the Author 
was, and more capable than ſhe ever 
will be, become at e once both Judge and 
Protector. 


= 


| LONDON, MARCH 12, 1794. 
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B E N, 


COUNTESS OF CASTLE HOWELs. 


5 9 
9 


car „ 


— 


+ boa of the dark. ſtormy nights of De- 
Ocember, when the wind and ſnow with- 
aut, oppoſed to a cheerful circle round the 
blazing fire within, formed a ſtriking contraſt. 
in favor of the latter, the family of an antient 
Baronet, whoſe ſeat was emboſomed in the + 
JJ brown 


- 
. 
* 


ES”. ELLEN. 


£ brown 88 of North Wales, were ſud- 
denly diſturbed hy a noiſe, called forth 


Its native * | 


\ 


"Lion Whitefoot, Bruin and ae quiet- 


1y ſtretched ar the feet of the domeſtics, be- 


fore a large kitchen fire, were inſtantly rouſed. 


Scarce had Edward Griffiths, the grey-headed 
butler and houſe ſteward, unbarred the folding 
doors, which lead into the court-yard, thanthe 5 
aforeſaid guards ruſhed out in full cry; and 


in a pad, the 1 88 of a oy was heard. 


But before I rvtced 8 it may be 


proper to deſcribe the family and * 
9 thus unuſually diſturbed. 


Code Gwyn, i is a ja Gothic ks, 


3 | built at a time, when imperfect laws and civil 
diſcord obliged the chiefs of the country to 


conſult ſafety, more than pleaſure and conve- 
nience, in the conſtruction and ſituation of 
their houſes ; it ſtood at the foot of a very- 


high mountain, on the top of which fill re- 
| mained | 


5 


5 I Þ 


mained the ruins of a fort, which was its de- 
fence to the north; it was ſurrounded by in- 


numerable trees, planted time out of mind, 
and forming avenues in all directions, which, 
as the branches entwined, excluded the ſolar _ 


ray: at the end of one of the front avenues 


ran a rapid and, now, diſcoloured torrent, over 
which was an antient ſtone bridge, the ſcene 


of many a bloody fray, when the gallant an- 


ceſtors of the preſent family maintained their 
right againſt the inroads of the mou 


* 


The building iſe was in the fork of a "EM, 


treſs; it was enveloped with high walls, and 
ſurrounded by court yards ; the top of the 
middle building was crowned with turrets, and 


at the four corners ſtood towers, whoſe nod- 


ding ruins ſeemed to tremble at the rarage 
of all deſtroying time: the entrance was 
through a pair of large, heavy oak, folding 
doors, into a ſpacious hall, ornamented with 


ruſty ſwords, ſhields, helmets, trophies, ban- - 


ners and bucks horns. - On the oppoſite ſide 


were a Pair of correſpondent doors, which 
Es "0 WET 2 _ ” 


EY 


* 5 EZ SLES: 
£ opined to the mourn; Butz 4s & Non i in- 
tervened, free from the heavy plantations, 
which were carried in a ſerpentine form to 
- the old fort, they admitted, what was exchided 
from every other part of the houſe, the unin- 

_ terrupred light of Heaven: © The witidows 
were large, Heavy, and ill tft; the ſhrut- 
ters and frames, Oak, which, the Tong labours 
of totfhold' damſels had converted into mir- 

Tots: the floors and grand ſtaircaſe were of 
the farrie materials, and in the ſame order ; the 
furniture, particularly of the beſt apartments, 
was grand, but antique; and, though every 
plrt of the houſe exhibited - proofs of great 
female management, the damaſk hangings, | 
ſpite of neat darning, were in a ruinous ſtate. 
The hall appeared to be the bond of union 
between the heads of the family and the do- 
meſticsstliere the harper had his feat, and 
there the avocitions and labours of the day 
conſtantly cloſed with k dance, in which all 
the younger part of tlie inmates mingled, 
without a frown on the brow of pride, or pre- 
ſumption in the boſom of poverty. da 
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Sir 4 Meredith was, at the period this 
hiſtory opens, in his ſeventy-fifth year, tall, 
corpulent, and, apparently, robuſt; a profuſion 
of white waving locks parted on his fair open 


"ELLEN. e 


| forehead, and conveyed ſome idea of their hy- 
acinthian beauty, before age had ſilvered them 


over; his large black eyes ſtill retained the 


.fire, which, when nimated by ſenſibility, or 
inflamed with _ was, in either degree, 
. pleaſing or awful; a Roman noſe, florid 
cheeks, and teeth Kill perfectly ſound. and 

white, formed a face, that, from youth to age, 
could hardly be ſaid to decay, ſince, in both, 
it was remarkably handſome; but time had 
been leſs lenient to his perſon; that had been 


ſo tortured by habitual gout, and chronic diſ- 


eaſe, as to render the uſe of a wheel- chair 


neceſſary, whenever he removed from one a- 
partment to another, on wich account, the 
room adjoining the grea."parlous formerly: a 
— was his bed-clſamber. * * 


Lady. Meredith; fax years younger an 
Sir e was a tall, thin woman, whoſe 
. 33 | mild. 


8 
n 
N Is 4 

8 


— 


iii eee. 
mild blue eyes, fair complexion, and a certain 
placidity of countenance and manners, invited 
confidence, and inſpired reſpect; her heart was 
the ſeat of truth, and her tongue the law of 
Ekindneſs: She was the heireſs of a noble 
Welch family, whoſe dignity far exceeded 
their wealth ;. her eſtate was exceedingly in- 
Vvolved when ſhe married Sir Arthur, who was 
of too thovghtleſs a turn to attend to payment 
of, either principal or intereſt; the mortgage 
had been fore- cloſed, and the eſtate long red 
into other hands. 
| T his venerable pair had een bleſſed with 
a numerous offspring. Sir of whom were 


; NOW —_ 5 


4 
- 


ee Meredith, who, as . ſon, 
was, according to the antient cuſtom of the 
family, brought up to the church, in order to 
enjoy the living of Code Gwyn, into which x 
he was inducted by his father; having loſt his 
elder brother, was now heir to the eſtate and | 


title. H character will be beſt told by his 
5 actions; ; 


actions; his oſtenſible reſidence was at the rec- 
2 rory, but moſt of his time was paſſed. at Code 


: üer a virgin of thirty-two, had early 
in life imbibed a taſte for reading. The old 
libsary abounded with romances, and ſhe had 
been eighteen years dreaming of dwarfs, tour- 
naments, diſtreſſed damſels and wounded _ 
knights: She read *till day-light, ſlept 'till 
noon, wrote verſes, took ſnuff and ſeldom 
wore whole ſtockings; but, with all her ec · 
centricities, her heart was ſenſible to the finer 
feelings. Without a regular ſyſtem of conduct, 
ſhe was benevolence itſelf; ſhe could ſeldom 
| keep a ſhilling in her purſe, and as it happened 
that there always were, in or out of the fa- 
mily, who wanted ſome article of cloathing, 
and as Catherine Meredith was ſure to be the 
confidant of ſuch wants, her wardrobe v was 
Fry ill b ede 


A. 


Lewis \ was a F in the navy, who, 
| on account of the eminent aſſiſtance of Sir 
1 . 


To Th, 


111 K M. 


* at a ftrongly conteſted TAY had 
been recommended to the patronage of a naval. 
commander; but the party intereſt having 
edaleſced, and Sir Arthur of no further uſe in 
hat point of view, the young man had ſerved 
ten years a lieutenant, and had been nor 
abſent c on the Weſt India ſtation four yeags 


5 8 a e e woman of. 8 
2 great manager, who, in conjunction with 
Mrs. Martha Griffiths, houſekeeper, and ſiſter 
to the butler, made the beſt paſtry, pickles 
and preſerves in the kingdom; ſhe was alſo 
| famous for home-made. wines, mead and vi- 
negars; the brewer had his directions. from 
her, and ſhe had all the merit of the fine fla- 
vored cyder; ſhe inſpected, with Mrs. Grif- 
fichs' aſſiſtance, both dairy and poultry, and 
if the female Ric eh were diſpoſed to be idle, 
they were ſure of a lecture, for ſhe exactly | 


knew the quantity of knitting or ſpinning 5 


their other buſineſs would permit; and, as the 
| profits were her own a allowance, ſhe Was, com- 
alreh, rich. 5 

Mary, 


ELLEN, Tek, 


1 a very plain girl of twenty-two, had 
the rage of ſcribbling on her: She was ſo 
happy as to have a boſom friend in the next 
pariſn, ſubject to the ſame diſeaſe; and as their 
? correſpondence, which was carried on in fic- 
titious names, was. the mutual joy- of their 
lives, it is not impoſſible, but the world may 
be one day favored with the letters of 
LucRET1a and AMANTHIS.” . 


There was ihe in this + family a petted 
grand-· daughter, the poſthumous child of their 
eldeſt ſon, who died in a- decline, and was 
followed by a beautiful young woman, his 
wife, within one hour after the birth of her 
infant. 


Sir Arthur Meredith ſucceeded his father 
in an eſtate of two thouſand pounds a year, 
charged with a heavy mortgage, and Wali 

childrens' . | 


The family lived preciſely in the ſame 
ſtyle, from generation to generation; the ſame 
oe . number 


* 


1 


os | ELLEN. 


1 . of domeſtics, the ſame mote! of 
© living, and the fame rental from their farms; 
and having neglected to raiſe their tenants, 
equivalent to the advance of every neceſſary 
of life, theſe had grown into opulence, as their - 
generous landlord had, r become 1 in- = 
volved in difficulties. | 

Fit n e ſo far 1 TING 55 
ing the debts and old incumbrances, was oy 
1 FR new ones. 


Ibn Ie, Eſa. 4 ER ako, | 
{lad advanced to Sir Arthur, on every 
emergency, and the eaſe wherewith money was 
obtained, ſo lulled the Baronet, and he was, 

| - beſides, of ſo eaſy, hoſpitable and benevolent | 
a diſpoſition, that, while he ſaw the long-fa- 
miliar faces of his train of domeſtics, while his 
old coach held together, and the almoſt foun- 
dered coach horſes could draw his Lady and 
family to church, while that family were tran- 
quil and happy, he ſeldom burthened his 
thoughts with the ſtate of his finances. As 
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RY rents came in, the ſteward all them 
away; when money was wanting, Mr. Mor- 


gan provided it, without giving Sir Arthur 


any other trouble, than juſt ſigning a parch- 
ment, by way of ſecurity, in which, indeed, 


lately, it had been thought Proper for Mr. 


Edmund Meredith to e 


Ph * 


* the family at Code Gwyn 


had, according to antient cuſtom, been dan- 
cing out the old year, and the younger part 

| had juſt left the. great hall on a ſummons to 
ſupper, when the firing a piſtol called every 


being out, ſave Sir Arthur, who was lame, 
and his Lady, who, b 
affections, had not power to ſtir. 


Sounds of different voices e the 


houſe, mingled with joyful exclamations, ſtill 

more excited the wonder of Sir Arthur, when 

a ſun-burnt young man, in blue uniform, en- 

_ tered and knelt before him, followed by the 
| whole away who had gone out, and two other 

, , - ſtrangers; 


Fd 


* 


en eniag the diſturbance W | 


eing ſubject to nervous | 


— 


— 


in ert. coats. 42 8 


ELLEN. 


rangers; ; one, a ſquare built n man in blue, the - 
other, a tall, ſickly looking e Ae 


I" 


— 


"Lewin Meredith had nearly + a martyr. 


5 to the climate, rather . thi leave his ſhip, 


when the Colonel of a regiment on the ſta- 
tion became, unexpectedly, by the death of 
his uncle and couſin, a Peer of the Realm of 


Great Britain; ſome wild exceſſes having ren- 


dered his abſence from England convenient and 
neceſſary, he had exchanged a lieutenantcy in 
the guards for a company in the Weſt Indies, 
and after long reſidence was thought to be 
dying, when, by the opportune departure of 
his relation, he became 3 Peer, and a man of 
fortune. Mr. Macſhean, ſurgeon of the man 
of war to which Lewis Meredith belonged, a 


Seotchman of great medical knowledge: had 


perſuaded by the lieutenant, to give his 


* -ndance toColonel Claverton, who wanted, 


confidence in the Surgeon of his own com- 


Dany, and Meredith, out of his tle, ng, 


the Colonel's wer reduced purſe. 


* 


* 7 
* 
1 +» 
* 
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The firſt thing Colonel Claverton did, on 


receiving the news of his good fortune, Was, 


to take his paſſage home, and as nothing was 
ſo dear to him as ſelf, and as he believed 
15 Lieutenant Meredith one of the beſt ſailors, - 

and Macſhean one of the beſt Doctors in he 


world, he prevailed on the Commander in 


chief to give each of theſe officers leave to 
return to England, on account of health, mw 


Sang, engaged to Pay their e , 


Meredith, as We FRG ſaid, was an | invalid; 
but Macſhean's- motives for accompanying 
his noble patient were-too deep and manifold 
to be at this time delineated. They ſet fail 
ina Merchant-ſhip, vhich brought, them, after - 
a tempeſtuous voyage, off Angleſea, where they 
were obliged to put in, and, to the Lieute- 
nant's great joy, he found himſelf, after a fer 
hours travel, thirty miles W from his e 
= nal home. | 


| The weathe er Was F cold; great 
| pies of ſaow had fallen, and, before the 


— 


5 | | mails 1 


I FLLEN. 
mails were eſtabliſhed, every traveller . 
ho tedious and difficult a journey from thoſe 
parts to London was; ; Lord Claverton was, 
really, too much indiſpoſed to undertake it, 
and the inns being i inconvenient and ill fur- 
niſhed, it was with great ſatisfaction, he heard 


a chaiſe. and four would carry them in the 
courſe of one day to a tema habita- 


* tion. 


| 1 the rattling of the carriage over the 

ſtone bridge, the dogs, who were unuſed to 

the ſound of any, but the heavy old coach | 

wheels, took the alarm, and the foremoſt ha- 

ving reached. the chaiſe, juſt as the friends 

were aſſiſting the invalid out, he, who was 
not remarkable for patience, fired his piltok 
and ſhot the animal dead. 


OO OSA $5 WW Gr 4 
— : 


- — _—_— ——— * 4 g n 4 
— "ul rar eonpa oy rr 


# 
34 
N 
E 
$4 
ii 


Never 90 finally more united than that of 
Code Gwyn : Sir Arthur wept aloud on his 

| ſon's neck, while his daughters were dividing 

their attention between their almoſt fainting 


mother and the welcome brother. Mr. Me- 
redith 


- WE na a 
-_ q — 


Pry 


- LL © 
redith preſt the Lieutenant to his fraternal 
heart, the ſervants crowded 1 in, and old Grif- > 
fil 8 5 


Thoſe aid ſenſations in ſome degree - 
| ſubſided, in reſpect to the ſtrangers, and the 
Lieutenant had no ſooner introduced Lord 
Claverton by name, than Griffiths Nag” 
the domeſtics out of the parlour. _ 
5 „ | 5 1 
Lady — roſe with dignity to wel- 
come them; Miſs Catherine figured to her- 
| ſelf the idea of a ſick knight, and advanced 
_ nearer, to take a full view of a perſon, whoſe 
arrival ſavored much of the books ſhe had 
ſtudied. Miſs Agnes retired immediately to 
conſult Mrs. Griffiths on the new arrange- - 
ment of the table; and Mary, having a Lord 
for her ſübject, was determined to begin a 
letter, that very night; to her friend, n ; 


Peggy Jones. | 


Sir Arthur and Mr. Meredith were in- E 
born aa _ „ without be- 


ing 


ll 1 5 * 11 K . 
ning abaſhed at the preſence of a oblige; 0 


0 and the true politeneſs, inherent to the cha- 


racter they ſupported, rendered their compli- 
ments eaſy to their gueſts, and had the effect, 


of compoſing the reſt of the family: mutual 


_ Introductions took place, an eaſy chair was 
 . dra mh. next the fire for the invalid, Miſs Agnes 
ſent in a falver of cordials, and old Griffiths 
ſet about ſome additions to the table and ſide - 


* with the pr of WO Ares ad 


"The company being thus comforcably—— 


5 congratulating each other on the event 
ol the night, were, a ſecond time, alarmed by 
à voice of female diſtreſs: The folding doors 


WI. 
= werethrown open, and a young girl appeared, 


_ " tears ſtreaming from her eyes, her hands and 
ace ſmeared with blood, and dragging in her 
arms the ſtill bleeding carcaſs of pbor Lion. 
A fight ſo new and unexpected, ſtruck them 
with amazement, nr the ſtrangers. 


3 «My dear girl,” fald Mr. Meredith, 
ee where have you been, in the * confuſion 
- | of 


\ 
9 


2 211 KN 
of he night 1 had quite. forgot you.” „ Se 
aid the, ſinking under the weight of the dead 
animal, © ſee what the ſtrange men have done! 
O, my dear dear Lion, throwing herſelf by his. 


ſide, «what harm had you done to them? you 2 


only took care of your own maſter and miſ- 
treſs, and they have killed you an N 
deu thin themſelves,” 


| = Lion was a great favorite; a joy at the 3 
of their young maſter had licenſed the intru- 
bj fon of the ſervants, regret for the animal, 
again brought them to the door; an awk- 


| * 


— 


1 ward · girl, niece to the houſekeeper, ſome- _ 


times maid, ſometimes champion, and, oftener, 4 


companion to the diſtreſſed damſel on the 


ground, puſhed in, and taking the dog i in her 


| _ ſtrong arms, deſired the fair mourner to be 


| comforted; for a very good reaſon, all the 1 


crying in the world would not bring Lion to 


life; and, for her part, ſhe was ſure the ſtran- 


gers were, negers, for. none others would 


hurt ſuch a harmleſs creature; and, inteed, 5 
he thought Maſter Lewis might a come to 


* 


ELLEN: 


is own home, without bringing gh ne- 
gers with him.” at the end of this ſpeech 
Winifred Griffiths thought proper to ſtalk 
out with the dead animal in her arms, with- 
out ranch to 89 a look around. 


TE £ {+ F 4 * 


Wang dea chi, w ſaid Lady Meredith, Gyre 


are all forry for poor Lion; but * muſt not 
[NNE toy uncle. 8 


The en Hole very / fond of this 
| young relative, could not help laughing at her | 
appearance, which ſhe obſerving, retreated 
behind Sir Arthur's chair, who adviſed her to 
go and compoſe herfelf, “In the morning,” 
= * Fad he, fmilingand looking at the blood, c you 
| will not be quite ſo much in diſhabille.” - 
This gentle hint turned her attention to her 
on figure; «© Gracious !” ſhe exclaimed, and 
happening to encounter the face of Mac- 
ſhean, diſtended into a broad grin, ran out of 
che room covered with confuſion. 
A very extraordinary young lady this,” 
| Gb peer, ſmiling eee 


4 


„ 


an 


ELLEN, 1 1s 


9 She is a very good girl, my Lord, n 


| ſwered Lady Meredith, © the accident to Lion 
| wholly engroſſes her; you wil like her x Rags | 


W you know her more.” 


n body likes Ellen,” f ſaid Sir r Arch, 


dd Po 


0 Your grand-daughrr I pref 
A 7 Meredith bowed. 


ce Lion was 1950 1 of TY kind, ” conti-- | 
nued his Lordſhip, a. ever knew to Nat 4 
lady's favorite. 


« His appearance, it muſt be confeſſed, was 
a little formidable,” anſwered the Surgeon. - 


«I e him at my throat,” returned | 
che Tem. 1 — ; 


01 dare 1 my Ty 1 ſaid Miſs Meredith, — 
gravely advancing, © you took him for ſome = 


miſcreant Rug in * N 


7 8 « Madam” 


. 


. BLLEX 18 5 1 
* Madam!” OE: 


. ; - . 1 ay, n my Lord, 6 your ah 0 
would not have been exerted againſt the poor 
dug, had you believed him to have been a 
dog; but, as Code Gwyn has certainly the air 


| -- courteous, it was natural for you to conclude 


he was ſome diſguiſed enemy; T am extremely 
concerned your arms, which have, doubtleſs, 


E been bright in conqueſt, ſhould be diſgraced 


by ſo ignoble a ſubje&; I heartily. rejoice, - 


| however, the deed was done with piſtols, 
W Which are, indeed, weapons fit only for the ca- 


nine race; your bright ſword, my Lord, which 
4 make no doubt you have often drawn in 
: defence of virtuous damſels, and renowned 
de Vain unſullied by a mean conteſt.” 2 


va 7 


. « Madam! 85 ' repeated] bis + Lordhipi in ad. 
| niſhment. 5 6 hy MG 


MiG Meredith. 1 5 d made her perch and | 
| reid to her . „„ | 
1 om * 7 8 | | T2 ' When 5 


of an enchanted caſtle, and Lion was ſo un- | 


| ELLEN. +, 2 


When the eater knows trot famoum Lord 


Claverton was for reſcuing |< virtuous'dams * 
ſels, and what reaſon he had to admire cc va. 0 


lorous Knights,” they will account for the en 
tire change of countenance Miſs_ Meredith's 


abſurd ſpeech produced; he complained of 

indiſpoſition, wiſhed to retire, and, with a cold 
determined air declined partaking of the ſup- 
| per, which was ſetting on the table; the ſur- _ 
geon offered to attend him, but his ſervices 


were rejected ; the valet was ſummoned, and 
W 10 exit my Lord. | 


Pethitps a Wpbiet ſer never met thin WY 
ſupper party this night at'Code'Gwyn: Lewis 
fat between Sir Arthur and my Lady; Cathe- 
rine reſted her arms on the table, While ſre 
defended her addreſs to Lord Claverton againft' 
the good-natured attacks of Mr. Meredith, 


whofe romantic turn, though he Knew 1 


could not cure, he wiſhed to curb. Doctor 
| Macſhian * was nb liſtehing to Mile 


: civil things to o Mary, and row Genen 
bumper 


Tn 


3 


4 


| gnes's 8 : 


. 


* after — of { Welch: wide to Sir 

Arthur, and his meſſmate's health; and we 
muſt confeſs, the Baronet and his ſon pledged 
* it was time for the ladies to retire. 5 
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1 ORD Claverton's ill humour was not 
jeſſened by the morning's reflections; he, 
1 very charitably, conſigned Code Gwyn and 
| . its inhabitants to the devil; and curſing their _ 3 
# outreẽ civility, made two reſolutions before q 
he roſe from the bed of down, which, for 
neatneſs and comfort, might repoſe a Prince. 
= F irſt then, he recollected ſeveral circumſtan- 
N it ces it was no longer agreeable to remember, 
if | ſuch as acts, innumerable, of kindneſs from 
1 Lieutenant Mieretth, and which, therefore, 


1 
11 * 
FE 


N | ELLEN. „ 
1 * no further uſe. for, it would be con- 


venient to bury in oblivion. To break, there - 


fore, with the hoſpitable family, under whoſe 
roof, he was at that moment enjoying com- 
forts, he which to had long been a ſtranger, 


1 was, reſolution the firſt. And, ſecondly, to 
leave Code Gwyn, and all its horrid inhabi- . 


tants, the moſt diſguſting of whom, was the 


I ankward girl and her ſtiend Lion, the inſtant 


42 carriage could be procured. He had juſt 
arranged theſe important manceuyres, when 
Mrs. Griffiths bounced into his chamber, and 


having diſcovered he was awake, withdrew | 
the window curtains, opened the ſhutters, and 


eh — 


BW aſked if his Lordſhip was ready for breakfaſt, 
which, on account of his ſicklineſs, Miſs Ag- 5 
nes had ordered to be ſent to his chamber. 


« Sicklineſs. Fm returned he, 1 . 


ce Oh, aye, to be fure, my Lord, you does | 
look very Foy but our clear air, and goats Fe 


F 


. Rs ce Curſe 


3 ELLEN. 
E Curſe your — you . old devil,” a 


interrupted his Lordſhip, in a kind of inward  / 


voice, which, as Mrs. Griffiths was a little hard - 


of hearing, excited her attention, without mak- 


FE ing her nd ou his E e 1 


oe Did as Leg plat to peak * 


1 « Where is s my ſcoundrel * 


60 „Where's 85 ab The des at drt in- 
ſtant entered. „Oh, Mr. Joſeph, your 
Maſter wants EY He was followed by two 


roſycheeked damſels, carrying each plates of | 
different eatables; three ſorts of rolls, butrered 


and dry toaſt, biſcuits, cakes, eggs and home 
made ſweetmeats; then came Edward Grif- 
fichs, with a maſſy tea equipage of the laſt 
century, and after him a ſtraight-haired foot- | 

+ pan, with a large't tea kettle, p | 


5 « My Lord. wants Ct I cannot 


I 


make out what, to be ſure, poor ner 
his lungs be infected. - 


Are 


FL L E N. | 1 15 8 23 5 


2; «Abe you 5 laying in proviſions for ifiege?! 
a Lord Claverton, 1 ina maze, as he viewed 
the breakfaſt, | 


cc Dear me 1 my Lord, ns anſwered tie old 
' houſekeeper, officiouſly arranging the tea- 
board, and ſmiling exultingly, Peace and 
Plenty, that's our way at Code Gwyn." £224 


Are the whole family coming here to 
breakfaſt ? Fine ; 22 


ec „Here! oh 33 no, "the tal all f in the 
great hall, as merry as grigs, God bleſs em, 
but here, lord tis new year's day ; I wiſh your - 
Lordſhip a happy. new rs if _ bogs; to 
, Tefrore you. ; 


Lord Claverton' $ Doks teſtified aiſeuſt an 
impatience. Mrs.Griffiths ſaw ſomething was 
the matter, and as ſhe ſeldom was at the trou- 
ble of puzzling herſelf about cauſes, ſtumbled 
on the one moſt mortifying to our Peer, 


0 Well, well, don t deſpair; come, to be ſure 
you do look mortal bad, and Miſs 8 


J > & * 
* 1 A 
* * 2 5 


6 D 


bees howyeu have been npoiloned by 0 the 
blacks, dis — 


3 Turn the ans out of the room,” 
7 faid his Deed in a rage he no longer 
- fought to TOs, 5 oy 


2 7 53 was a New fellow, who liked too 
well che entertainment at Code Gwyn, to 
venture affronting, on his own account, a lady, 
Whoſe authority in the ſervants-hall was en- 
tire; he ſaw his Lord was decidedly angry; 
Kh but Mrs. Griffiths, who began to ſuſpect the 
by fame thing, had not the moſt diſtant idea of 
the cauſe ; ; her preceding the breakfaft i into 
Bis chamber; her remarks on his bad looks, 
And prayer; for their amendment, were fo 
many different means of paying her court to 
a Lord, and obeying Miſs Agnes, who had 
particularly. charged her over night, to mind 
and credit their mutual management in the 
morning repaſt, ſne had no apprehenſion 
"& could have given offence; it was therefore 
her turn to look amazed. Joſeph beckoned, 


"nodded, and winked ; in vain, To be turned 
| Out 


| FLLEN 5 
out of a room; or be ſpoken haftily to, was 
5 perfectly new to Mrs. Griffiths, who, with the 
garrulous propenſity of old age, blended ſuch xn 
an unaffected goodneſs of heart, ſuch an eager- 
neſs to enter into the misfortunes of every 
being, for the ſake of alleviating; as —— as 
talking of them; ſhe had paſſed from 
Lady Meredith's pretty young waiting maid, 
to the deaf old houſekeeper, in an unim- 
peached gradation of honeſty and affection: 
In ſhort, it was not more dangerous to rouſe 
Lion than affront her — ſhe eee, 6. bom 
liver me, good Lord!” : 


cc Get out of the room; you canting 2 old . | 
pocrite, Wed Lord nn 85 


88 You a 2405 * aid t the old 0 r 
bitter emphaſis, and ſhe ſtalked ſlowly out of 
the chamber, all her cambrian blood mount- 
ing to her cheeks, without cn to look 
one way or the other. | 


4 This moment get me a carriage; let 1 me . 
get out of this infernal family.” 


ER _ 


|. ELLEN. 
We have faid what were his Lordſhip 5 
reſolutions, but it was not to be. The ſnow 
had fallen ſo heavy in the night, the road over 
the mountains was impaſſable; no carriage 
could be got nearer than ten miles, and it 
was not ſafe to venture even a horſe, as the 
wind ſet, the ſnow drifting againſt the ſide of 
a declivity, by which they muſt paſs, in their 
way to England. So unaccountable was the 
© averſion Lord Claverton had taken to Code 
Gwyn, that could the journey be undertaken 
with any thing leſs than per/onal danger, it 
would not have been delayed; but ill health, 
change of climate, the heat he had left, the 
cold he had to encounter, contributed to re- 
concile him to the warm room, which he re- 
ſolved to leave as little as poſſible, while he 
was compelled to ſtay: He had juſt ſent away 
half a dozen plates of proviſion, and ſet down 
to his coffee, when the Surgeon and Lieute- 
nant paid him the compliments of the morn- 
ing. 


Notwithſtanding 


ELLEN, 29 


 Notwukitinding the prudential Sven 


PE nt, an hour before, were the reſult of his 


pillow cogitations, he did not think proper to 


commence his operations, when it was uncer- 


tain how long he might remain under the 
roof he deſpiſed, but his 1nvincible diſlike to 
the whole family, determined him to make 

his indiſpoſition an excuſe for avoiding their + 


ſociety—he had the head-ach, his nerves were 
ſhattered, he could not bear converſation : 


He had in reality, been often attacked in this 


way before he embarked for England, it was 


therefore, no unnatural concluſion, that his 
complaints were returned, the Lieutenant very 


good humouredly offered to fit in his cham- 


ber, though he added, that his mother made 


a great point, of his ene ee, her to 


„ EIT. 


ſtaring. 


. 


ec Juſt a my Lord, ” anſwered Dr. Mac- 


0 To chk? Pe cried Lord Claverton | 


. it 


ſhean, © though it is three mules off, and the 


now two foot 9 > 8 


Wc 


21 I 2 N. . 


Ob pray go to urch, aid "ME? Cla- 
verton, e 8 8 70 all the © Curious ſet 

5 . eee Ie 
| The "Libs, a \ Little . aſſured 
an that excepting thoſe neceflary to attend 
on his Lordſhip, and his _ the whole 


1 eee 


he 


Had Claverion knew what was "OY tho? 


aner 8 he, however, 
would not accept of the company of either of 
Us tus fellow travellers, but inſiſted on their obey- 
zug orders. They had not been gone five 

minutes, when Joſeph, who had the gift of 

_ . (penetrating his Lordſhip's diſpoſition, in a very 
ſuperior degree, and conſequently underſtood 
the Code Gwyn family were objects of his 
— contempt, came in, with a fatyrical grin on 
his face, to beg his Lordſhip would go into 
the 1 and ſee the old N cart take 


2 : . 7 +: : 
we 44 „ # 8 * * N * 2 


ce 'The 


* 5 , 


211 EN. 1 87 
be gallery! » where the devil's that?” wo 


Joſeph ot a Wer ended to [hs one 
an entered from the ſtair-caſe into a-long 
gallery, furniſhed with a great number of old 
portraits, with a very large painted bow win- 
dow at the further end, which ſerved TO _- 
make e R by E 


More FR ciel than e Load Chas 
verton ſtalked down, but inſtead of troubling - 
himſelf about the family: brvr, as Joſeph ſo 
wittily termed the coach, was returning, when, 
through the gloom at the farther end, he faw 
a door opens and a form approach, which his 

warm imagination likened to due heures, we 
| E oor Paradiſe, 


U - 


It was 4 7 flim clegint itn, dreſſed in a 
callico jacket and coat, ſhort enough to diſ- 
cover a beautiful turned ancle, open at the 

neck, and arms as white as ſnow, a profuſion 
of light brown hair in natural ringlets, ſhaded 
her alabaſter forehead, a pair of lovely brows 


far OY TO 


4 
| 
| 
| 


x — 
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and laſhes, two ſhades darker, gave her clear 
blue eyes a hazle caſt, her features were more 
beautiful than regular, her lips of the deepeſt 


roſe pink, half open, diſplayed a ſet of ſmall 


White teeth, her complexion pure and ele- 


gant, and her form a model of ſymmetry; 


ſhe tript along the gallery, tying on a ſtraw 
hat, and was followed by a ſhort thick black 
eyed girl, carrying a white dimiry Cloak and a 
e of mittens. 5's | 

* Lord F ROSE witieck—-fach a crea- 
ture to be an inhabitant of that dark dun- 


2 geon! his ardent gaze as ſne drew near raiſed : 
a crimſon glow over the moſt lovely face and 


faireſt neck he bad ever ſeen—ſhe ee 
and went on. x 1 4 - 


. ct What: a Heber. exclaimed the Peer. 


1.66 « Her name 1s Ellen,” quoth- the waitir 
ente alſo , e 0 een on. 


7 Land. 


7 1 0 X . 
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ELLEN. = 0 


| 15 cube having followed * fair 
viſion, as he was half inclined to think her, 
with his eyes, haſtily returned to the bow 
windoy to ſee if it made any part of the load- 
ing Joſeph deſcribed. She was lifted up the 
ſtep, light as a Goſſemer, by Lewis Meredith, 
the carriage drove very ſlowly off, but Lord 
Claverton's eyes were rivetted to the ſpot. 
J oeph was at hand and as ee as . 5 


Shall I 3 any enquiries about has, 
rn lady, my Lord? * 


cc This e 11 

Joſeph deſcended to the ſervants hall, Lord 
Claverton returned to his chamber, the face, 
ſhape, complexion, and innocence, he met in 
the gallery, ſtill before his eyes. Joſeph ſoon 
returned with a meaning. face. It was the 
identical young lady whoſe warm ' embraces, - 
though they might animate a ſtatue, failed to 
recall the maſtiff to life, and her maid, the 
ſame civil being, who had beſtowed on Tus- 
1 the epithet of neger. 


„„ 27 birmaad i 


* 5 ELLEN, 


\Lord Claverton had lived "A years 
e oonnexions were a little among the 
allow beauties, whom Plutus tempted to 
| abandontheir country and health together, and 
great deal among their wretched ſlaves, the 


doe of every young woman he had ſeen ſince 
| His arrival in Britain, appeared therefore to 


advantage, but big girl was beyond any thing 


2 ne remembered in his connexions even before 


he left England; very ignorant, and indeed 


pooliſb, the tears ſhe ſhed for her dog evinced N 


B | her, but no matter, he ſhould have the leſs 


trouble in getting her, which if he liked her 


? = well at the next interview, he was reſolved 
upon. Tis true, beautiful as Ellen was, it 
was the beauty of a tall child; but neither 


did hat mutrer, it was a fault every day would 


7 
- b , x 4 


00 « Joe, ſaid the noble Lord, I'll have 


| that girl.” (Joe thought as much from the 
moment he met her in the gallery) „There 
fore (picking his teeth) do you contrive to 


know raed e about her.“ 


« Her maid | is Py curſed IL my Lord, ” 
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er Thats 8 your affair, I Hall ets keep the 


Anek Dann it, 1 with 1 had ann os 


ill this N 


ce To 5 5 my 1 n is 4 pity, be- 


cauſe you cannot pay leave your room 


to-day, and the family — 


py Wy 


«Oh, cans the facaity. And call of ok 
but, d'ye hear, mm fig get Ps with 


the old beldame.” 


Joe promiſed! to Johis beſt and. my. Lord's 8 


impatience ſoon ſent him on his honorable | 
= miſſion. Meanwhile his Lordfhip- very deli- 
U berately began to lay the plan of his future 
eſtabliſhment, i in which, however, he conſi- 


dered it as 700 great an honor for a little 


country ruſtic to be included, and therefore 


intended to keep her for his hours of relax- 
tion, in 4 ſmall box, near the . 


| 
"3 was ; thus the noble Peer. contrived. to 


elude the enemy While the Anple Kn -"_ 
under whoſe hoſpitable roof he was enter- 


| rained, not being able to 80 te church, read 
cs e 


n 
Ld Yo 


— 


* 
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the Jeffons. of che day to Mr. Griffiths, Foe) 
while his as ſimple family were aſking the 
bleſſing of the Being they ſerved on the new 

year, a cuſtom ſtill adhered to in many parts of 


1 « 3 þ 
- Ween | 


antient Britain. a | T. weres Y £ 


The return from over · a of the Tor. of a 
beloved chief, was news too intereſting to 
his tenants and neighbours to be concealed ; 
it had ſpread over the Pariſh with the addi- 

tion that Maſter Lewis broughthomewith him 
 aLord,andanother great man, who would un- 
queſtionably be at church with the family 
on io great a feſtival as New Year's Day. 
The folly of theſe ignorant people was par- 
| donable, ſince it was impoſſible they could 
| * conceive how little reſpe& the lords and 
great men of the world pay even n to the Sab- 

[| we day: | 


= But alto he ning] naked pag 
dhe ſnow, ſome to ſay their prayers, others 
to ſee the ſtrangers, „a lord was not the 
very ſtrangeſt ſi ght they had ever ſeen, 
for there actually was at that time a noble- 


man, who refided, from Now till February 
every 


Rs 


„ 
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every. year, at. his Caſtle, within three. miles 
of Code Gwyn. church, and though a lord 
= is a Lord every where, they are not, we pre- 
= ſume, all exactly alike ; the Lord of Caſtle 
= Howel for Inſtance, was (as reported) a croſs, 


proud, reſerved, old man; whereas, him at 
= Code Gwyn was, if not young, much · young 
3 er, and moreover, had come from beyond 
ſea with Sir Arthur” s ſon, who was well re- - 
membered. to be the beſt hearted, beſt tem- - 
pered youth in the world, and who, as they 
had been conſtant hearers of all his dangers, 
either from his own letters or the weekly 
papers, which Sir Arthur read to them, was 
expected. if he eſcaped the perils of the ſea, 
to be a ſecond Benbow, or Matthews at 
leaſt, two of the greateſt Admirals they had 
ever heard of. 


Code Gwyn. Church was ; crowded, ad 5 
general buſtle in the congregation, with whiſ- 
3 pers that hiſſed through the aiſles, ſaluted the 
W young officer, as he led his mother to the 
pew, followed by. Dr. Macſhean, his ſiſters, | 
and niece, 'F his had ſearce ſubſided, and 


—» 


211. 


» 

= Meredith mount d the pulpit, belies a 
ſecond object of curioſity, and wonder ap- 

peared, i in the perſon of a lady of the baut 
"Zan, whoſe chariot wheels had rattled the few i 
villagers who were not at church into con- 
ſternation, and whoſe dreſs, (the extremity of 
the faſhion) free ſtep, and undaunted man- 


ner, had che ſame effect on thoſe who were. 


Lady Margaret Howel very hy viſited 


any place of worſhip, but being, to her infi- 
nite mortification, confined to the dull man- 


fon of Caſtle Howel, and having heard of the 
arrival of the Lieutenant and his friends, came 
to Code Gwyn church, in hopes to ſee ſome- 
x thing human in the ſhape of man. Up then 
- tripped Lady Margaret to Sir Arthur's pew, 
and aſtoniſhed Macſhean with the eaſe of her 
" Aſhionable courteſy . Who,” ſaid he, in a 
3 te to 418 18 chat old d lady? 2 


OY « Old Lady,” "refit Catherine, ce de 
would deem you a very uncourteous knight 
to call her fo; ſhe is a ſpinſter — n 
has read very little.” T 
3 
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4 The ſervice began, Macthean's obſerva⸗ i 
WT tions were full of matter: Lady Margaret's 
rolling grey eyes often encountered his more 
3 penetrating black ones, and thoſe ſhe ſaw, did 
not indicate any of that cold reſerve, which 
had frozen her ſenſibility in the parſon, Who, 
f 3 | ſometime back, ſhe condeſcended to chin 
W wlerable. 


1 Lady Margaret had an entire averſion to 
her family name, and finding her ſmall fortune 

| I an inſurmountable objection to any exchange, 

was taking great pains to remove it, bß 
accumulations, at her brother's expence, and 
had it already in her power, amply to reward 
the kindneſs of any gentleman who ſhould 
2 aſſiſt her in converting Lady Margaret Howel 
Y into nnn nn any thing e elle. e 


E | Mr. Macſhean Was the younger ſon Wi 4 
reduced Scotch family, poor, dependent, and 

5 4 excepting his patron the Peer, (for whom, by 
che bye, he had not the moſt profound re- 

ſpect) friendleſs, he had been taught by many 
| a 


n — 


* 


1 bitter leſſon ON experience, the art of accom- 
2 modating - himſelf to the whims and caprices, 

and even tyranny of others, when his own 
diſpoſition, with power, would have qualified 2 J 
; him to be as whimſical, capricious, and ty- 
rannical, as the Set. Lady Margaret came to 
church in an elegant carriage, with two foot- | 


men in ſplendid liveries, and as he perceived, 
notwithſtanding an immoderate bloom on her 
cheek, ſhe was an old lady with young incli- 


nations, he concluded from her equipage ſhe 
_ poſſeſſed the ne plus ultra of bis wiſhes, in 


conſequence, he certainly looked, and ſaid, as 


many paſſionate things as the time and place 
would admit. Lady Margaret, in wonderful 
good humour, invited herſelf home with the 
Code Gwyn family, merely to congratulate il 


Sir Arthur on the arrival of his ſon, whom 
ſhe obliged to take a ſeat in her carriage, and 


although ſhe had made a thouſand proteſt- 
ations againſt ever venturing on the moun- 
tainous ſide of Caſtle Howel, now conde- ” | 
ſcended to be dragged, ſtep by ſtep, after the i 
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old coach, in moimeritary danger of having 
; | het carriage Ng _ herſelf thrown out. 


When the gre at court bell rang, and Lord 
3 | Claverton ſtrided acroſs the gallery, to ſteal 
3 a glance at the beautiful ruſtic, he was not a 
RF little ſurpriſed at recognizing Lady Margaret 
= Caſtle Howel, whoſe face had many years 
been a fixture at every public place of polite 
reſort; hegfwore, the old hag had laid her 
; : fangs on the Lieutenant, and congratulated 
X himſelf on his reſolution not to ſtir out of his 
apartment; but a quick foot aſcending the 


—_— 
_» As 


= ſtair, ſoon ma de him regret every moment 


1 3 . I D 2 * 
N 2 
1 LIC in it. 
1 | 

\ 2 - . 

"2 we 
7 : 
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Ellen, more beautiful from the glow 
which air and exerciſe left on her cheek, her 
WF hair diſordered by the wind, the ſmile of con- 
tent dimpling round her mouth, and her na- 
trural vivacity increaſed by the happineſs the 
arrival of the Lieutenant diffuſed in the fa- 
mily, gaily tripped to her apartment, followed 
; wo her, faithful ſhadow Winifred, and again 
Ow 
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| dropped : a courely + to his 5 as he 
* 


cc Fherrens! ! what an object for a attention— 
| for admiration——for run. „ \ | 

155 eyes followed till ſhe was oft at the 
farther extremity of the gloomy gallery, when 
he retired moor. to his room. 


e in every part ig. Code wy 
Houſe, fave that where his Lordſhip was ho- 


norably agitated by feelings not” altogether 
new, though more violent than he had lately 
experienced. The eaſe with which he had a 


minute before ſettled the buſineſs vaniſhed, 
| difficulties 


difficulties innumerable preſented themſelves 
| to his imagination, but it is the province of 
daring minds to overcome difficulties — by 
daring I do not mean bravery, no; there is a 
ſort of reſolution, more bold than brayery ; 
more perſevering than courage; more witty 
than wiſe ; more pliant than good himour— 
of this ſort was the daring of Lord Claverton: 
The girl he was reſolved to have, but how 
that glorious point was to be accompliſhed 2 
how a mind formed in the very boſom of 
purity was to be corrupted; how, after fuc» 
ceeding, to eſcape the ſober dignified reſent= 
ment of Mr. Meredith, or the paſſionate re- | 
venge of the young officer, for the breach of 
every law of hoſpitality, were er that be- 
nee, 2 8 15 


A eden © CY and 5 5 3 3 8 
Mrs. Griffiths pronounced proper for a fick 

body, was ſerved, and ſent back untouched, - 
on which, as loſs of appetite was, in her opt+ 


nion, the greateſt, if not only ſign of danger, 
ſhe very gravely preſented herſelf at the el- 


/ 


44 N i ELLEN. 
bo of Lady Meredith, and aſſured her, the 
: = Abotd, above ſtairs, was in a very bad way. 


. Lady Margaret's warm congratulations, her 
politeneſs to the Lieutenant, and her conde- . 
ſcention to every body, had quite eclipſed | 


57 Lord Claverton; and, as to Mr. Macſhean, 
be was as deeply engaged in laying plans, as 


his Lordſhip himſelf could poſſibly be, and 
with more probability of ſucceſs; he by 
this time underſtood, Lady Margaret was the 
only. ſiſter of the Earl of Caſtle Howel; he 
ſaw, notwithſtanding a vaſt deal of powder, 
| the was grey; and a vaſt deal of rouge, ſne 
was ugly; but it was a deſirable thing to be 
related to an old Earl, and a very undeſirable 
one to be dependent on a profligate Peer, 
he therefore © ſighed and looked.” But deeply 
engaged as his externals were in beſieging 
Lady Margaret, and as his internals were in 
arranging every advantage therefrom, he did 
not forget the poſſibility of a diſappointment, 
The inſtant Mrs. Griffiths mentioned his 
een s illneſs, he aroſe from table with an 
| apologizing 


EL L EN. | e 


apologizing bow, and haſtened to his Patron 
n by the Lieutenant. 5 | 


Lord Claverton was in fo profound a re- 


4 verie, that the Doctor began a florid apology 
I BY before he perceived they were in the room; 
the ſight of the Lieutenant, however, reſtored 
| the invalid to his uſual preſence of mind, and 
« Ha! Lewis, how are you?” with a ſmile, 


that proved he had not taken offence, 
and an animation of countenance, that alſo 
evidenced nearer approach to convaleſcence 
than he had yet obſerved, ſet the Doctor's 
mind at reſt. In ſhort, it was one part of his 
 Lordihip's preſent ſcheme to be wonderfully 
good humoured ; he attributed his want of 
- appetite to confinement, determined on a re- 
form, and, being moſt cordially invited, ac- | 
tually condeſcended to © Join the | happy party 
below. 


Lady Margaret, whoſe tedious years had — 
rolled infipidly on between London and Caſtle _ 
Howel, Ne remembered Captain, now 

8 | Lord 


— 


. 8 . 
7. A 
| * 1 8 6 
4 : | I 1 , 


Et: Te Clavertor; 4 re dn ac, 
1 Lord Claverton knew her Ladyſhip, they 
were, or profeſſed to be, very happy. at ſo 
unexpected a rencontre; their mutual congra- 
tulations kept the company ſtanding, to the 
great edification of the domeſtics, who were 
| - fixed in open-mouthed admiration, till Sir 
Arthur from his wheel-chair interrupted the 


| fine © breeding of his ag. gueſts. 
| 7. Seta chair here,” ſaĩd he, pointing to kts 
=. he hand, « My Lord, you are welcome.“ 
j A benevolent ſmile, the ſincere look, and 
1 cordial ſhake of the hand, dreſſed the welcome 
in nature's moſt attractive garb; truth, ho 
neſty, and inbred politeneſs, graced every ac- 
tion . Sir Arthur * 


1 Perm in him en effect of 
. bee, but the cauſe of it,” he was a gen- 
tleman of god's making. Lord Claverton 
took the offered ſeat with more pleaſure, as 
on part of the gouty ſtool, at her grandfa- 
0e * . eyes raiſed to his, with a 
r Dx : | mixture 


mixture of oe * reverence, fat the loom 
ing e, eat + an 


There were ny * 1 dined at 
Code Gwyn, on New Year's Day, beſides the 
gueſts we have named, Mr. James, the Sur- 
| geon, Apothecary, Man-Midwife, and Phy- 
ſician of the village, Mr. Percival Evelyn; a 

youth of eighteen, an eleve of the rector's, 

and John Morgan, Eſq. Lord of the next 

Manor, before introduced to the reader, as 
the convenient money- lending friend of Sir 

Arthur Meredith, a gentleman who will make 
a conſpicuous figure in the events of this hiſ- 
f tory, and who will gradually unfold his own. 
character, I ſhall therefore only ſay, few men 
addreſſed their ſuperiors with, more ſeryility, 
or treated his _ equals with more apparent 
frankneſs and plauſibility, which was indeed 
extended to ſuch of 1 r as were not 
dependent on or in debt 1 him; theſe ſort 
of people he made i in every ſenſe feel heir 
or littleneſs, and his conſequence: he was. 3 
Pes adept i in the whole art of bowing, and 


rao 


* 


e che bend of his ; body dee to 
the rank or riches of thoſe he addreſſed, with 

an exactitude that would have done honor 
to Sir Pertinax Mac Sycophant himſelf—to 
every branch of the Code Gwyn family 
Eſquire Morgan bowed particularly low, to 
Lord Claverton and n, — Howel 
. lower. 25 | 


His — s eyes were fixed on Ellen, | 
Eſquire Morgan perceived ſhe was grown 
tall, and prodigiouſſy improved, he drank 

Sir Arthur's health, and a happy new year, 
in a glaſs of ale, which he declared he pre- | 
NOS to en. 
or - «Whois this gentleman? * whilyened Mac- 
Mean to Miſs Mereditn. 924 70 


— 6 c ro 
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He is the dæmon of avarice !” replied 
ſhe, © and owns the great houſe on the hill; 
he buys every body's eſtates, and lives i in a 
bommer of his 10 anon.” R | 


* 1 - * „ . 


6 
FT. 


Macſhean 


MS, wn. - 


Nacſhean knew enough ol che world 8 
certain it was not worth his while to take a 
* look from Lady Margaret to beftow on 9 Johr 

Morgan, RIPON. Wy 
| The good humour of the company was 
increaſed by the addition to their ſociety, the 
Lieutenant rallied his ſiſters on their being 1 
maids; Miſs Meredith g gloried i in the title, | 
rather than unite herſelf to any man who had 
not atchieved ſome great adventure, and given 
proofs hath of valour and love, R 


Gains Morgan called the young man to 

order, he declared the ladies were all too 
young. nts Arn that odium; he was 

warmly ed by Mr. Macſhean, who had 

his doubts whether a woman of twice Miſs 
| « Meredith's age could be properly called an i 
old maid; a woman, who could feel and i in- 
ſpire the tender paſſion, was not ſurely of that 
deſcription; there were women, ſome of wm * 
he had the honor to #now, who had paſſed the 


childhood of dein days, but who were ſtill 
VOL. 1. . obyedts 
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objects of deſire, and more worthy the” at- 


tachment of rational beings than 1 it was 5s pombe 
2 mere girl * be. 5 5 


Three perſons, and three only of * com- 
pany fully comprehended Mr. Macſhean— 
2 _ were Lady Margaret, Lord Claverton, 
and Squire Morgan, the latter bowing very 
259 to her $a e te exce ce ſignum. 


When che ladies 1 the noble invalid 
attended them, and the Rector's young eleve, 
who appeared to be quite at home, after 

helping Ellen to adjuſt Sir Arthur's cuſhion, 
; followed her 1 into the 28 room. 


. Percival 1 Evelyn was too handle and too 
attentive to Ellen, to eſcape Lord Claver- 
ton's notice; the plainneſs of his dreſs, his 
unobtruſive manners, the bluſh that crimſon- 


— 


: ec his naturally pale intereſting face, when 


called on to give his ſentiments by the Rec- 
tor, the diffidence and baſhfulneſs that ac- 


1 all _ actions, ſhewed him a very 
| Ge OO” 


* 


Evan. * 
deſ] picable Aral, but a rival his Lordſhip = 


feared he certainly was, and was therefore par- 
rpc 49 watchful of You Ellen and him. 


The nicht fda very 5 and dark; Lady 


Mata was prevailed on to accept the ſe= _ 


| cond beſt room; cards and the gentlemen 


appeared together, but the harp in the hall ; 
was a more welcome ſummons to the younger 


part, and even Lord Claverton would dance 
if Ellen would be his 288880 | 


Whether it was the diſaſter of her tad 7D 
favorite, which Winifred did not fail to re- | 
mind her of; whether his Lordſhip was a bad 
partner, or from what other cauſe, certainly 
this arrangement did not particularly pleaſe 
Ellen; ſhe was, however, ſo ſond of dancing, 

the gloom vaniſhed by degrees, ſhe chatted, 

ſung, and laughed herſelf ſo completely into 

Lord Claverton's heart, that before they 

parted for the night it had ſtruck him, a little 
poliſn would render her fit to "ne ou 

Peerage. Gs 5 
| . The 
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The education of Ellen had indeed * 
er 3 ſhe had learnt to read of 
the Rector, to write of his: Clerk, to dance of 
old Griffiths, to ſing and play of the family 
Harper, and to ride of the Bailiff; In this 
exerciſe ſhe was ſo expert, that it was com- 
mon for her maid Winifred and herſelf » 
catch a horſe on the mountain, no matter 
. . Whoſe, and gallop two. or three. miles without 
bridle or faddle; ſhe was very famous for diſ- 
covering birds neſts, and minded not any 
height to get at them; ready to follow any 
body s hounds through thick and thin, and 
was even an excellent ſhot, With all thefe 


. accompliſhments ſhe was now but in her fif- 
ttcenth year, with the face, of Venus, the form 


of Diana, and the greateſt romp in the world; 
yet the natural ſenſe ſhe was bleſſed with, the 
example of Lady Meredith and her daugh- 
ters, the ſentiments ſhe imbibed from them, 
and the conſtant practice of every virtue, even 
in her unpoliſhed ſtate of nature, rendered 
her artleſs converſation en and enter- 


taining. : 
To 
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To his Lordſhip s great joy ſhe was evi- 


Fee entertained by the glowing picture of 


London, he contrived to mix in his conver- 
ſation; but he could not, with all his art, ex- 


tort one wiſh from her to ſee or be ſeen thers. 


'The *Squire took his leave at a late hour, 
and the company 'ſeparated, W de- 


* with each _ 


T breakfaſt, the three perſons, bent on 


conqueſt, met with all poſſible advan- 
tage ; Lady Margaret gave a formal invita- 
tion to all preſent to ſpend that day week at 


Caſtle Howel; Lord Claverton having found 
prodigious benefit from the air, no W talked 


of a Judden removal, 


' 3 | Mr. 


- 


54 . IEEE 
Mr. Wen and the Lieutenant NEG 
| 3 Margaret on horſeback, and were intro- 
duced to the Earl of. Caſtle. Howel; when 

her Ladyſhip, with - unuſual, volubility, diſ- 
canted on the preſent happineſs of the Code f 
Gwyn family, explained the reaſons ſhe choſe 
to aſſign for her viſit there, proteſted they 
were the beſt creatures in the world, and that 
ſhe was particularly indebted to the polite- 
| neſs of the two > gentlemen who Borie her 


| home. 


. 
FFF 


1 


The Earl bowed to each: Lady Margaret 
lamented living ſo long in the neighbourhood 
without having cultivated ſuch agreeable 
ſociety; ſhehad * them to grad a day 
E ot * Caſtle Howel. 


The Earl a again, and Lady Mar- 

: Wa having opened her ſcheme, was ſilent, 
conſidering on the next ſtep towards com- 
pleating her conqueſt over the irreſiſtible 
Macſhean, for ſo he now e to her 
warm * 


3 
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_ Macſnean, Who was always upon the 
Z winch for any thing that. might be eventually : 
advantageous, attempted to enter into con- 
verſation; but a grave bow, or a ſingle mono-— 
ſyllable, was all he could gain from the Earl, 
and perceiving his Lordſhip was totally indif· 
| ferent to whatever ſubje& was ſtarted, and 
that Lady Margaret looked reſtleſs and diſ- 


ſatisfied; while the Lieutenant was attentively 20 


examining ſome fine charts of the ſea coaſt, - 
which hung over the chimney, he aroſe, and 
caſting a languiſhing look at her Ladyſhip, - 
and moſt profoundly bowing to the Earl, | 
aſked the Lieutenant if * woun 80. £ 


The fuller - was on his 1 1 In 
loved his profeſſion, and every thing apper- 


taining to it intereſted him. The Earl was 


not ſo abſtracted but he could ſee the young 
man was uncommonly pleaſed; he patronized 
the artiſt who publiſhed the charts, and gra- 
tified at ſo unequivocal a mark of approba- 
rion, from one who muſt be a profeſſional _ 
Judge of their merit, invited him to his dreſs- 
Y * e 
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ing-room; where he had another ſr, by the 
n hand. | 4 APR | 


Mere was a Ws eG which 
Macſhean did not ſuffer to eſcape. The win- 
dos overlooked a rich proſpect of land, wood a 
and water; cafe and affluence ſeemed the na- 

tural inhabitants of this magnificent caſtle; the 
ornaments and furniture were ſuperb, there 
was even an air of contented grandeur in the 

1 of the ſervants; and Lady Margaret, the 
Medea who had the clue to this golden fleece: 
could a lover, a poor lover, and a ſcotch 
lover! be leſs than eloquent? What Mr. 


Mlacſhean ſaid, or what he did, we leave our 
readers to imagine from their own feelings. 


The Earl of Caſtle Howel was, at the pe- 
Nod this hiſtory commences, in his fiftieth 
year; he had, in his youth, diſobliged his fa- 
ther, by marrying the beautiful daughter of 
an obſcure Attorney, | in London, who he ac- 
cidentally ſaw in the ſtreet, and following 
bome, became ſo enamoured of her, that he 
conſidered 


5 
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conſidered altiother bleflings of life as mere 
trifles 1 in compariſon of the poſſeſſion of her. 
It however frequently happens that the wiſeſt 
of frail mortals are ſo little able to decide on 
the right road to happineſs, that they take the 
exact oppoſite ; of this the Honorable Mr. 
Howel was an inſtance : He offended his fa- 
ther, and all his noble relations, by marrying 


Mifs Capus, of Spital-Fields, and after Miſs N 


Capus had been one month looked up to as 
the Honorable Mrs. Howel, he diſcovered 
he had mortally offended her, by raiſing her 
out of the reach of a ſmart young man, who 
officiated as clerk: to her father, and who had 
indeed entirely foreſtalled Mr. Howel in the 
poſſeſſion of his fair bride' 8 Reon and af- . 
en | 


The reader will expect the conſequences: ' 
Mr. Howel was dependent on a ſtern obſti- 
nate father; Miſs Capus would not be the 
Honorable Mrs. Howel for nothing; if ſhe 
might not have the ſplendour of an Earl's - 
_ * — daughter, ; 
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daughter, ſhe might as well have aid in 8 pi | 


tal-Fields, with her father 8 9 


# 00 charming t to he? Gio ls, 
and too vain to be diſpleaſed at exciting it, 


her acquaintance became very general, and 
very ſuſpected; for ſome little time Mrs. 
Howel could dreſs and ſhew with the moſt 


expenſive, without any viſible fund to ſupport 


* her fine taſte: Mr. Howel was the firſt who 
pp choſe to make enquiries into ſo ſtrange a mat- 
ter, he was followed by the whole beau 


monde ; ; theſe indeed were better and ſooner 


; informed, but a very little time returned the 
8 fair bride to Spital-Fields, and her father's 


clerk... Mr. Howel had proofs enough of her 


ill conduct to obtain a divorce, but he had 
taken a diſguſt to the ſex, and reſolved never 


to marry again, and as he became indolent 


and careleſs in the matter, it dropped of 8 


courſe. 


a, — 


A few years, however, rendered the lan) 
 Giyorce of importance ; his two elder bro- 
Fn 
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a 1 9900 ded, the honors and eſtates of Caſtle 

Howel | were entailed on the male heir, the 
next in ſucceſſion after Mr. Howel Wk 4 © 
perſon, who. had rendered himſelf particularly 
obnoxious to the family, and it was a very 
ſerious matter with the old Earl and two 
maiden ſiſters, Lady Frances, and Lady Ger- 
trude Howel, to RPO | his N 


The Earl of Caſtle H owel's expreſs found 
his ſon in_a. remote corner of Switzerland, 
ſtudying Botany. He received the news with, 
great philoſophy, and returned to England 
by eafy ſtages, within two months after he 
was expected. ET ny Bo 


4 he firſt buknefs that — the old bl 
Earl, and his two ſiſters, was that of ſettling 
the divorce, and fixing on a er perſon to 
bring an dir! into the family. | 


His "5s was, On 110 part, no les engaged 
in planning and laying out a piece of and 


for botanical experiments. EA e 
W The 


—_ ELLEN. 


The divorce could not be TR AP 1 the 
time had elapſed ; one witneſs was dead, ano- 
ther not to be found, and the lady-wife, by 
experience had become cautious; the Earl was 

grieved, the two noble ſpinſters outrageous, 


and Lord Howel i.” * botanical e | 
riments. 


Lord Howel ſucceeded his father in title. 
and eſtate, but his aunts, who were rich, re- 
tired to an eſtate they had in the North of 
England; the Earl died inteſtate and inſolvent; - 
Lady Margaret, his only ſurviving daughter, 
received a cold invitation to accompany her 
aunts to the. North, but ſhe had ſenſe enough 
to obſerve, that while her father, who played 
high, kept race horſes, and was at the head 
of every faſhionable expence, out- lived his 
income, her aunts were making the very mat 
of his brotherly affection; from them ſhe im- 
bibed a laudable regard to the grand move- 
ment of all our actions, /eff interęſt, and wiſely 
refolved* to continue with a brother, whoſe 
ſituation was a ſecurity againſt his marrying, 
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and abſtrafted turn of mind left her opere 
miſtreſs of his houſe; ſhe therefore declined, 
under the plea of fiſterly regard, her aunts 
invitation; the force of that plea they per- 
fectly comprehended, and gave wer Prodigy 
due credit. | 

1 he ladies departed on civil terms with 
their nephew and niece, having extorted a 
promiſe from the former, that as ſoon as it 
was poſſible to get legally rid of his wife, he 


would marry ſome young woman, and make 


them all happy in the long deſired addition 
to the family; on their part engaging his 
male heir * be theirs alſo. EM 


Lord Caſtle Howel had many antediluvian 
notions of honor about him; he inherited 
Caſtle Howel eſtate entail, no debt of his fa- 
«ther's was binding on him, but he conſidered 
he had long lived with comfort to himſelf on 
2001. per annum, he was now in the receipt 
of 200001. the debts of the Earl, including 
thoſe of honor, amounted to ſixty thouſand ; 

theſe 


RT ELLEN. | 
| theſe debts he - conſidered as part of his ihe 

ritance, and appropriated one-third of his in- 
come to pay off principal and intereſt, which 
| \xeduced his rent-roll to 14000. The apathy 
of his diſpoſition was not removed by exceſs 
of fortune, but innate honeſty of heart predo- 


+ minated ſo far, as to bring him to his cloſet 
once a week, for the firſt year, to arrange his 


expences according to his ideas of filial honor, 
and having ſo arranged them, he reſigned 
. he: command of his family to his ſiſter, 
taking her vouchers, for the general diſ- 
burſements, while he amuſed himſelf. with 
- botanical and philoſophical experiments, and 
eG genius wherever he met it. 


Mondays, during the ſrafon, the huntſmen, 
wich a fine pack of dogs, were i in the field, and 
uſually collected a large company of plain 
country ſquires, for whoſe entertainment there 
was a public dinner; but as their general con- 
verſation neither ſuited Lord Caſtle Howel, 
nor Lord Caſtle Howel zbeirs; and as Lady 


mart. was neither handſome nor rich, few 
viſitors, 
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viſitors, except on hunting . troubled | 
Caſtle Howel. 5 
Lady Margaret, though | N nine | 
months of the year to this Infield vegitation, | 
paſſed the other three more to her taſte; they 
had a houſe 1 in Groſvenor- Street, and her 
Ladyſhip was among the leaders of the high 
ton, ſhe was Conſtantly in the circle, had a bx 
at the opera, p ized the faſhionable favo- 
rites of either theatre, was a ſubſcriber to all 
the muſic meetings, had her Sunday concerts 
and aſſemblies; in ſhort, as the old ſong ſays, 
Wherever a fiddle was heard ſhe was there,” 
but year after year elapſing with equal ſame- 
neſs, without one/ offer of marriage, was a 
terrible drawback on her enjoyments; ſhe had 
long perſuaded herſelf it was want of fortune 
that deprived - her of the attentions ſhe 
ſaw paid to older ladies than herſelf, and as 
long had been endeayouring to remedy 72 : 
EV” | 


1 : | | 3 - | N : 
7 ; 8 The 


" ELLEN. . 
The Earl's family were thus n when 
a certain honeſt peculiarity of manners, and a 
blunt freedom of addreſs, added to an un- 
common good-humoured ſet of features, in- 
tereſted his Lordſhip in favor of Lieutenant 
; Meredith, and gave Doctor Macſhean an op- 
portunity to breathe his paſſion at ty feet of 


5 215 er 


Hinmer was announced before either of the | 
tets-3-tete parties were up, and before the 
viſitors made their bow, Lord Caſtle Howel 
joined = 9 $ invitation to be better 


| acquainted. | 9 


er. V. 


EANWHILE the hours paſſed at Code 
Gwyn with little ſatisfaction to Lord 


Claverton, his affairs went on in rather a re- 
| trograde 
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nad motion, a he had Kite: ſo c 5 


much violence to his polite nature, as to ſa- 
crifice two whole hours to the back- gammon 
table with Sir Arthur, had liſtened to a favo- 


rite rhapſody from Clelia, by Miſs Meredith, 


admired the ceconomy of her ſiſter, and read 
three long letters from Lucretia to Aman- 
thus: Ellen and her maid Winifred, inſen- 
ſible to both cauſe and effect of ſuch great 
humiliation, had ſtrolled away to the parſon- 
age, and it was dark before ſhe returned; 
her abſence, when he found ſhe did not a- 
pear at the dinner table, took away the little 

appetite he had, and his chagrm got the better 
of even his conſummate art; he aſked, with 
feigned indifference, if Miſs Ellen had ace 

CO Lady 1 ? ED 


OMP replied the old Gen * cis: is 
too fine a day for Ellen to be at home, ſhe 
will return as blooming as a roſe: Have 
you ſeen her?“ addreſſing Mr. Meredith. 

« No,” anſwered he, © but I dare ſay Percival 
has; I ſuppoſe they are together.” 


1 4 LE: N. F 
e "OF Fay coloured, and 8 
; table really unwell; the facility with 
"which he had planned to ſeduce. the young 
5 beauty was no more; not that a ſingle ſcruple 
as to the means neceſſary to be employed 
| troubled. him; no, it was his obſervations. on 
Ellen herſelf; and a riſing jealouſy of the tall 
awk ward youth, whom one moment he de- 
8 and the next ne that Giſty bed 
: him. $7307 $5 75 A 


: Re 8 ſeries of ill health, the conſequences. 
dl early irregularities and a hot climate, entirely 
pervaded the nervous ſyſtem of Lord Cla- 
© yerton, the leaſt. oppoſition to his paſſions 
both irritated and weakened him, he was on 
the preſent occaſion therefore, in a very un- 
enviable ſtate; he retired to his chamber, and 
was joined by Doctor Macſhean, ſo much 
MWorſe, that he talked of medicine, but was in- 
terrupted by his Lordſhip 8 * inquiry 
oh, cc who was below | - 


i} 
S742 q 
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+ cc In 
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| «1k troth,” replied the Doctor, NED — 
| I was ſo alarmed at the account I heard — 


— 


Td Claverton W pale, | 0 Aeg 1 


what has happened, is Ellen returned?” 
Had his Lordſhip ſent for Dr. Macſhean 
on purpoſe to make him the full confidant of 
what, paſſed i in his mind ; had he taken the 


utmoſt. pains to elucidate every preſent ſenx 


ſation, and minutely explained every future 
intention, the wary Doctor could not have 


been let more fully into his patron's ſecrets, 


chan by the voice and manner which accom- 


panied the ſimple i menen er — 5 


We Ellen yet returned = 


Dr. Macſhean immediately ſeated himſelf, 
and improving on this unguarded lapſe, was 
in five minutes inveſted with as much au- 
thority, as prime agent to Lord Claverton, 
as he himſelf choſe to accept ; that is to ſay, 


Lord Clayerton did not propoſe, nor did Dr, 
Macſhean 
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Macſhean hint at the ſeduction of the "rt; 
each party underſtood the other too well, 


to be ſo much in either's power; but the 


friendſhip of his Lordſhip to the Meredith 
family, and his particular liking of the pretty 
Ellen, on account of her innocence and vivacity, 


might certainly inſpire a wiſh to ſerve and 


a blameleſs defire of knowing every thing 
that concerned ber, and the Doctor might 
engage to gratify ſuch his patron's wiſh and 
deſire, without the leaſt reflection on h own 
moral character. 


Lord S and his friend had yet the | 


tea cups before them, when Ellen's voice 
warbling a welch air, as ſhe paſſed the gal- 
lery, gave the welcome information of her 


return, and as the Peer's ſpirits were imme- 


diately above Par, he propoſed joining the 
_— 


4 Squire n whoſe buſineſs at- - Gude 
Gwyn became every day more frequent, was | 
in the parlour, and Lieutenant Meredith hav-- ' 


Ay & = 


| ELLEN | '6y 


ing 3 his father, and gratified his mo- 
ther, with an account of Lord Caſtle Hewel's 
particular goodneſs to him ; the inſtant Lord 
Claverton entered, the Squire took occaſion 
to congratulate the family on the acquiſition 
of two ſuch noble friends as the Earl, and 
(bowing very low) Lord Claverton. 


As Ellen undeſignedly drew her chair be- 


tween her grandfather and the Peer, he was 


in high good. humour, and appeared to liſten 


ſo attentively to the long ſtories Sir Arthur 
loved to tell, ſhe, for the firſt time looked at 


him with attention; the pale and languid, 
though handſome countenance of a Lord, 


who ſeemed to like her dear grandfather, and 


who, the Squire moſt humbly inſinuated, 


might eſſentially ſerve her uncle, the Lieu- 


tenant, intereſted her; after a ſtedfaſt obſer- 


vance, which, though he affected to be wholly 
engroſſed by the long ſtory, did. not eſcape 


his Lordſhip, the pleaſed and ſurpriſed him 


by an addreſs, in which lone: and lympathy 


were blended, 


cc « How ; 
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bas. How do you find yourſelf this evening, 
0p Lord? ? rower ſaid 2 were e . 


, 
i — 


11 8 


10 ite 4 al tk art the blood mounted 
to 5 his cheek; the Doctor's looks encountered 
his Patron 85 and both concluded matters 


were en train. 


"ID Morgan, without ſeeming to dare 


- to raiſe his eyes to Lord Claverton, or to at- 
tend to any thing but the long ſtory, which 
he had heard, at leaſt, one hundred times 
before, had his obſervations too, but he 
Concealed them in a low bow, and took 
5 bis leave. | & | Ra 


Winifred Griffiths was an in made g irl, not 


10 eighteen, with black hair, eyes, and eye- 
bros, ſhort noſe, wide mouth, ſtrong white 
teeth, high cheek bones, and a very freſh 
colour, ſpoke very bad Engliſh, and worſe 


Welch: Joſeph Wilks, however, by his 
Lord's commands, fell deſperately in love 
with Winifred's beauty, preſented her with 
. 8 „„ two 


ELLEN. „ 


5 two \ handſome ſilk handkerchiefs, and a paii 

of filver buckles, and preſſed ey _—_ for a 

1 e of er P 8 7 ag ee 

= Why, a3 Cor mal fafe n me, NM. Joſeph. 

6 your cifts are fery coot, and you are a fer) 

| well behafed footman, put my uncle Grif. 
fiths will not cive me a farthing of n if ] 


don t * may coonaadl Fak 


Winifred Griffiths, if Winifred Griffiths would 


cle, or us fortune,” 


wy 


Miſs Ellen; oh, ſhe would not leave Miſs 
- Ellen, no, not for all Code Gwyn was worth, 


gr eateſt place 1 in all the world!” <=; 


would tell his fair Winifred, under the ſeal of 


p 
: 

eee 

Cc 


EEE 


Cc dur et did his charmer think he 
valued fortune? No; Joe Wilks would have 
have Joe Wilks, in ſpite of der old croſs 1 uns 

cc Ay, Cot knows, croſs indeed : But then 


and, to be ſure, it was the fineſt, the beſt, and : 


'This declaration led to a ſebfel Mr. Joſeph 
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"© Gage; hich was, that as Lord Claverton 
was as much in love with her miſtreſs, as he 


Was with herſelf, ſne might ſafely promiſe to 
| _ him, en — Miſs Ellen. 


This point being ſettled, Winifred very 
readily folded up the handkerchiefs, put the 
filver 'buckles in her ſhoes, and proudly an- 
-  ticpating the day when Ellen Meredith 
- ſhould be Lady Claverton, promiſed to marry 
his footman; the agreement being ſigned and 
ſealed in the uſual way ſuch agreements are 
commonly ſigned and ſealed between footmen 
and waiting maids, the parties ſeparated; 
Winifred to ſhew her cifts and boaſt of her 

conqueſt, to the reſt of the maids, keeping, 
however, her promiſe of ſecrecy in regard to 
her miſtreſs; and Joſeph to Work to his Lord 


| me progreſs of bis paſſion, 10 


The op SY on Gs the er to Caſtle 
Howel arrived, Ellen begged to ſtay at home 
with Sir Arthur, and Lord Claverton was im- 

mediately too much indiſpoſed to attend; 
THE 35 Lady 
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| ELLEN. ”— 
Lady Meredith could not preſs his Lordſhip, 
but her pride as well as that of her daughter's 
was too much gratified by the admiration 
Ellen always cine; to diſpenſe with her ; 
and Lord Claverton, to his great mortifica- 
tion, had another day to pals, either in his 
chamber, or at the back-gammon table, as, 
though he might be very ſuddenly and dan- 
gerouſly taken indiſpoſed, he was too cautious 
to raiſe ſuſpicion in the family by a too ſud- 
den een c 5 | 


Lady Meredith dreſſed Ellen herſelf, Miſs 
Catherine adjuſted her fine hair, and, indeed, 
by the uncommon attention of all the ladies, 
one would be led to believe they had a pre- 
ſentiment of the conſequence of char day's 
valit to Caſtle Howell. 

Doctor Macſhean was alſo particularly at- 
tentive to his dreſs, and the ladies being 
ready, he handed them, with great ceremony, 
to the coach, into which, (as he declined 
riding on horſeback i in reſpect to the dreſſing 


vol. I, = . 


5 ELLEN. 


of his very thin, and, in many parts, grey 
aun) he alſo ſtepped himſelf, 


= Edward Griffiths, who always attended 
Lady Meredith, and two other grey headed 
ſervants, followed the old coach, in its ſure 


though flow progreſs. 


As they entered the fine Park, and ap- 5 


pProached the Caſtle, by roads kept in the 
niceſt order, Ellen, whoſe longeſt journey 
had been to Code Gwyn church, was charm- 
ed with ſcenes fa new; ſhe had never once 
conceived there was in the world any thing 
ſuperior to Code Gwyn, where, though the 
Parks, and all the walks and grounds, ſpoke 
too plainly the gradual decay both of the 
health and property of the venerable - owner, 
there yet remained a ſuperiority and grandeur, 
ſo much out of all compariſon above what 
ſhe had ſeen at the houſe of Squire Morgan, 
Mr. James, the Apothecary, or any of the 
opulent farmers in the neighbourhood, that 
the had not entertained a doubt but Code 
Gwyn 


24 


Gwyn was the fineſt \ ſear, and Sir Arthur the 
firſt gentleman in the world, not excepting | 
Lord Claverton, of whoſe importance ſhe 
had, within the laſt twenty-four hours, by 
the help of Dr. Macſhean and Winifred 


Griffith, formed a very bigh opinton. 


Lady Meredith, who. had, in her vouch, 
been the companion and friend of the Ladies, 
Gertrude. and Frances Howel, while they 
reſided at the Caſtle, was revolving as the 
carriage rumbled lowly on, over the plea= 
ſant hours of juvenile hilarity : Miſs Cathe- 
rine could recollect many fine deſcriptions 


of Caſſandra and Clelia, when the Oroondates 


and Alexanders had ſighed, under ſuch ſhades : 


as thoſe they were paſſing : Miſs Agnes la- 
mented the paſture at Code Gwyn was much 
inferior to that at Caſtle Howel: Mary was 
ſtudying fine ſentences to adorn a deſcriptive 
letter to her friend, Miſs Peggy Jones: and 
Doctor Macſhean but it is impoſſible 
to delineatg the variety of thoughts that oc- 
cupied his ideas; a marriage into the Earl's 
Ka family 


76. „ 5: Bog © 
family had ſo many glittering appendages— 
one would be firſt, another would be firſt, 
and all would be firſt— What, however, was 
rather extraordinary, the fair lady who was 
£ the grand mover of all, was not thought of 

till the coach ſtopped, and he ſaw her ſigni- 
ficant ſmile from the bow window of the 
drawing-room, then indeed the Doctor ſaw 
Lady Margaret, and though he had handed 
the pretty Agnes into the carriage, and 
Preſſed her hand with great gallantry, he now 
_ declined any civilities to the younger part of 
the family, and transferred all bis care to Lady 
Meredith, 


— 


Mr. Meredith 40 the Lieutenant, who 
rode on horſeback, were already with the 
"OR. 


4 

The grand ſtair- caſe, the marble hall, gilded 

ornaments, fine figures, and rich vaſes, Which 
filled a number of niches as they paſſed, aſto- 
-niſhed Ellen, ſhe had be: eyes, enough to 


book round, and the reſt of the party were in- 
troduced 


>. : | 
ELLEN. . 
troduced and ſeated, while 4. * at the 
door, afraid either to advance or retreat, the 
Earl himſelf was the firſt to take notice of the 
young viſitor. > - 

1 Caſtle Howel was an enthuſiaſtic 
admirer- of the beauties of nature, his heart 
had paid homage to one of the fineſt works 
of the creation, uncultivated by education 
and unbleſt by talent; from her he had re- 
treated with diſguſt, and the vegetable world 
next attracted his attention: His musfortune, 
with reſpect to his wife, was a continual 
guard on his paſſions, his eyes were in ſubjec- 
tion to his ſituation; and though the ſublime and 
beautiful of all deſcriptions attracted him, he 
choſe to live ſecluded from temptation, and 
it was ſeldom he allowed himſelf to contem- 
plate the face of a beautiful woman; but one 
now preſented itſelf, from which he appre- 
hended no danger, where all the charms of 
modeſty and innocence were blended with a 
ſomething more than beauty. 


E3 Impelled 


i 
; 
| 
4 
7 
+ 
5 
| 
? 
f 
: 
1 
F 


75 ELLEN. 


Impelled by admiration he haſtily ene 
towards Ellen, took her hand, and led her 
bluſhing to _ Margaret. 


= © Whoſe little angel is this?” ſaid he, 
How came you not to introduce her?” 


4% Lady ws tn had been too long a ſedu- 
lous obſerver of her brother, to miſtake any 


of his actions, ſhe directly ſaw Ellen would 
be a favorite, and from that moment ſhe was 
a little TY. | 


Dinner was amen with all poſſible mag - 
ene, and cards introduced but not at- 
tended to: Lady Margaret, with all that 
marked attention which fine-bred women can 
pay, to thoſe on whom they condeſcend to 
form deſigns, won on the unſuſpecting heart 
of Lady Meredith: She preſented Miſs Me- 


redich with ſeveral old Romances out of the 


library ; - chatted with Agnes on the merit of 
domeſtic economy; and preſented Mary with 
a handſome ebony ink ſtand, filled with crow 

„ 7 pens 


pens and french paper : : Mr. RIVER ad- 


mired a fine pointer, Lady Margaret begged 
it of the Earl for him — In ſhort, ſhe was 


every uns to 9 body. 


Doctor hls who hitherto 3 
only the immediate advantage of his union 
with Lady Margaret, could not but be pleaſed 
with a woman, whoſe internal policy ſo ex- 
actly correſponded with his own, and whoſe 
eaſy manners and addreſs, at her brother's 
table, gave his Scotch family pride a plea- 
fing earneſt of what ſhe would be at her 
own, when his viſionary caſtles ſhould be re- 
alized, and, by her intereſt, he ſhould be an 
eſtabliſhed Phyſician, in the Metropolis which 
was * _ of his ambition. 


In the 0 while Ellen and the Earl were 
ſeated on a ſofa, at a diſtance from the reſt 
of the company, the latter too much engaged 
with his new acquaintance, to attend the r ma- 
nceuvres of his ſiſter. | 


Ra cf. 
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His heart (torpid as his early Abet 


5 ment and diſguſt had rendered it) inſenſibly 
warmed to a being, on whoſe countenance 
the finger of nature legibly diſplayed every 
- amiable trait of the human mind — the face 


of Ellen was a wonder, yet her beauty ceafed 
to attract where her natural baſhfulneſs gave 


way to frankneſs and vivacity. 


| The reſult of the Ea * ſhe 


thus artleſsly inſpired, was an inquiry into her 
education, and it is difficult to fay, whether 
Lord Caſtle Howel moſt regretted her defi- 


ciences in modern accompliſhments, or ad- ; 
mired her native graces without them; he was 
far from fatigued when ſupper put an end to 


the tete-I-tet&, and bid Ellen good night wich 
mow „ 


CHAP. 


„ _ 


CHAP. VII. 


AD Meredith was amuſed while un- 

dreſſing, by Ellen's rapturous praiſes of 
| Land Caſtle Howel, he was, ſhe. declared, al- 
moſt as handſome as her grandfather, - and 
quite different from Lord Claverton. : 


« He is ſo ſweet tempered, Gradmamma, 
ſo like my uncle Edmund ; and, do you know, 
he ſays ſo _—_ ſweet things,” 


« He is Fwy good, but what does he T „ 


ce That my uncle Lewes was ES to he | 
an Admiral, and that you muſt have been 
very handſome when you was young; and in- 
deed I told him, ſo you are now; and .he 
ͤô—v 8 


* 


22 ern. 


faid—now what do you think he ſaid? He 
ſaid, that I was like you, but many people 
have told me that, and when I have looked 
in * gab, n am,” NT 


| « Then, my dear, _ 5 ae, you think 
yourſelf * * | 


a 42 yes, Grandmainma, I da think my 
face is handſomer than many people's, there's 
Winifred's, you know, ſhe has very pretty 
black eyes, and more colour in her cheek, 
and yet I think I like my own face beft; but 
now, Grandmamma, only tell me what you 
think of Percival en face, is not his a 


pretty 8 8.” 


: Prettier than 25 own, Ellen?“ 


h, yes, a vaſt deal; bis eyes are prettier 
than Winifred's, or any body's, except my 
SGrandpapa's; and, though he is pale, what a 
ſweet colour he has ſometimes ; why did he 
not come with us? I dare ſay Lord Caſtle 
Howel would have liked him very well,” 
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«Go to * child, and dream of Lord 1 
on Howel.” 


«Ns I don't think I ſhall dream 4 3 
but I dare fay I {hall of Percival.“ | 


« Indeed!” 


« Yes, indeed, I am always fure to dream 
of him; and, do you know, Grandmamma, 
though I am aſhamed when he tells me fo, he 
dreams of me too; he told me this morning 

he dreamed laſt night that he ſaw me carried 
over towers, and high buildings, he was afraid 


of my falling, and yet he could not get at 


me, and he faid he cried- fo his pillow was 
wet: Wasn't it very ſhocking?” 


4 Ob, my dear, pu muſt not mind 


: dreams,” 


«No, I don't mind them, 9 I 
of Percival, ray ſaw * top of the S 
* . 


E i 


—  ————————————— 
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While Ellen was thus pourtraying her feel- 
ings to her venerable parent, Lord C aſtle 


Howel was traverſing his apartment, and ru- 


minating on the lovely child, whoſe mind and 


perſon promiſed ſo much perfection: He was 

- man of nice honor and great generoſity, I 

have no children, ſaid he, I will adopt her, 

, educate, and bring her into life; ſhe will 
- + amuſe my heavy hours, and adorn my feſtive 
ones; but the world! the world - 3 

Vell, if the cenſure of the world forbids me 

- ro indulge myſelf in her ſociety, I will educate 


Aye, 


her for the world: and firmly reſolving ſo to 


do, he went to reſt, ſatisfied with his own in- 
tentions towards Ellen and all God's creation. 


3 k . 


The morning ſhewe l Lord Caſtle Howel his 


fair viſitant by day light, for although the hour 
of dining at Caſtle Howel and London differed 
by at leaſt two hours, yet lights muſt be in- 


troduced with the dinner. Ellen was ſtill 


Ellen, the morning being froſty,” ſhe who 
led 123 NOW ſun at . hag now been 


rambling 


BLTERE - 


rambling out, long before Lady 4 left 
her room. | | 


Lord 1 Caſtle Howel and his young friend 
were again ſeated on the ſofa, the tẽte-à - 
tẽte of the preceding night was renewed with 
increaſed approbation on both ſides, and be- 
fore the Meredith family took leave, the 
Earl aſked Lady Meredith, half joking, if 
ſhe would give him. her grand-daughter, 
which ſhe, 1 in the ſame. W e | on 
miſed. l | 


From this period Doctor Macſhean be- | 
came a rt gg though private, viſitor, at 
Caſtle Howel. 


Joſeph appriſed his Lord of the return of 
the carriage, who flew with ayidity to the 
hall door to receive * 5 


N for a laws e but too mo- 
deſt to keep his ſtation, when his Lordſhip 
Bac ſtood Percival Evelyn; the proud 

OR > Peer 


CD 
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Peer attempted to look him into contempt, 
it was, however, but an attempt; for Percival 
Evelyn, under his ruſtic baſhfulneſs, had fine 
natural ſenſe, and great perſonal courage, and 


| akhovgh, by his own humility, Lord Cla- 


verton got ſo far the advantage of him as to 
receive Fllen from the coach, he reſolutely 


advanced to welcome her home; ſhe ex- 
' tended her hand to him with an air of the 
moſt familiar friendſhip, aſked a number of 
queſtions, which her vivacity did not give 
him time to anſwer, and entirely regardleſs 


of Lord Claverton's ill health, of which he 


complained, or of the intenſe cold, which ſhe 
ſeemed not to feel, ſtood chatting away till 


reproved by Lady Meredith, when ſhe fuf- 
fered herſelf to be led in by the ſmiling 
though inwardly enraged Lord Claverton. 


Mr. Meredith, who did not fleep at Caſtle 

Howel, was indiſpoſed; a diſappointment of 
the heart in the early part of his life, had ex- 
tremely injured his health; he was fubje& to 


1s nervous fevers, and den — which 


„ 25 often 
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oſten n him, and filled his family with 
apprehenſions for his life: He uſually left the 

rectory on the firſt ſymptoms of an attack, 
but Lord Claverton's ſtay rendered Code 
Gwyn leſs deſirable, and leſs convenient than 
his own houſe, and Percival was now come to 

fetch Miſs Meredith, who, with all her 1 ro- 
mance, was ys favorite ſiſter, 


The candid of Ss, the night 
_ dwelt on Lady Meredith's mind; Percival 
Evelyn, ſhe, for the firſt time diſcovered, was 
too much in Ellen's thoughts; bis expecta- 
tions were moderate indeed ! Ellen's no leſs 
ſo; together they muſt be wretched, feparate 
each might be fortunate: Theſe reflections 
occurred to Lady Meredith, during her ride 
| home, and the impropriety of ſuffering two 
amiable young people, partial to each other, 
to be in the fame houſe, with their feelings 
engroſſed by the ſame object, alſo occurred, 
while Ellen pleaded, with great Sa 7 
both of ſpeech and look, the neceffity of 
ſomebody's accompanying her aunt, in the 
8 . care 


Sr 


care of her dear uncle; wich a grave negative, 


from Lady Meredith, ſilenced _ diſcon- 


: certed her. 


5 The nk morning Lady Meredith went to 
vi her ſon alone; this was the ſecond real 


ſorrow Ellen had ever felt, and as it was an 


unuſual deprivation of indulgence without a 
' conſciouſneſs of offence, that ſorrow was 
. blended with . little ee 


| Winifred 8 to 1 alſo in great 


trouble; ſhe had unfortunately burnt a ſheet 
of paper, wrote all over by Amanthis to 


Lucretia, giving a full and particular account 


of the viſit to Caſtle Howel ; and, in running 


out of the way of Mary, who was a little of the 


vixen, ſtruck Sir Arthur's gouty foot in ſuch 
a manner, as to excite anger in the boſom of 
meekneſs itſelf. Lady Meredith recommend- 


ed it to Mrs. Griffiths to puniſh her for her 


careleſſneſs, and forbid her to appear in her 
fight. Winifred's ſorrow was always boiſte- 


rous, and, her diſgrace ns while Mr. 


Joſeph 


Joſeph was preſent, was ſuch an aggravation, 
that the ſervants'-hall echoed.,with her inju- 

ries. Ellen went haſtily to enquire what could 
occaſion ſuch violent exclamations of grief. | 


Winifred no ſooner beheld her young miſ- 
teſs with tears. in her eyes, than all her c own 
cares vaniſhed. | wn: 


Bo Cot ſhall EO: me, Miſs Ellen, you 
have been crying your eyes out, vat the tivil 
is the matter fith * Wan 


Ellen was "= he did not. 1 Fe the 
was very croſs, 


$3 


| Winifred believed the tivi 1 himſelf had got 
his cloven foot n them. 


Miſtreſs and: maid being united in one 
cauſe, were proceeding to Ellen's room, to 
unboſom, when, in the gallery, they were met 
by Lord Claverton, who. very e en- 


d of Mr. Meredith's health. 100 
1 5 | "This 


——ů—ů ů ns . 
* 
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3H his was ache key. 


* 


Ellen eee en into a colfivey of | 
* bis- diforder, and lamented her grandmamma 
wound not let her 80 t to bim. | 


Aba Meredith's eee did not, it il be 


; IF Er appear fo very unreaſonable to his 


| Lordſhip; but it was not his buſineſs to diſ- 
pute the point, he contented himſelf with 
ſoothing her vexation, and ſpeaking well of the 
objects of her warmeſt affections, even Evelyn 


came in for ſome ſhare in his compliments, i 


and fo, by degrees, leſſened her agitation, and 
prevailed on her to walk up and down the 
gallery with him till ſhe * e her 


* and e 


4. * 


When a man once as it into bis head, 
he will be very fond of a woman; or, when a 
woman feels the ſame diſpoſition towards a 
man, it is amazing with what ingenuity they 

in out every little thread of event till it 
forms a web of happineſs or miſery. 


Lord 


ELLEN. „ 


Lo Claverton conſidered Lady. Mere- 
dith's ill humour as a moſt fortunate circum- 
ſtance, for it procured him the company of 
Ellen two whole hours after ſhe had ceaſed. 

to remember her vexation, without forgeting | 
the kindneſs ve his conſolation. 


Lr Meredith having found her fon in 
no immediate danger, made her viſit 
| ſhort, and returned, eager to impart to Sir 
Arthur her obſervations on Ellen's conver- 
ſation with her, at Caſtle Howel : He agreed 
with her, that 'a permanent attachment to 
Percival, who was wholly dependent on their 
ſon, and (except as his eleve) totally unknown 
785 e 


ſwelled with ; ; but * recollected 
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| the m. 1 ruin e child, without "= | 
tering him, they were, therefore, deſigning pro- 


per means of. ſeparating them, when n , 
LE e Howel 1 was announced. : 


vs 33 9 PEE 3 Rh: he aſked 43 the 


: ſweet Ellen, {ke congratulated Sir Arthur and 


Lady Meredith on their good fortune, and 


_ proceeded, with an apparent candid liberality, 
do inform them, her brother had taken an un- 


common liking to the charming child, that he 


= thought ſhe promiſed to be one of the greateſt 
beauties of the age, that he conſidered her 
Want of education as a ſerious misfortune, 
Wich he would be happy to redreſs, by in- 
5 ſtantly ſending her to Bath, at his own ex- 
pence, and give her every advantage which 


the art inſtructions Found beſtow. TY | 


Sir Ack 4 PEP Meredith wie at 


_ each other, they thought of the benefit their 


darling would derive from this generous offer 
of Lord Caſtle Howel, and their boſoms 


they 


they muſt part with her, a and cheir reges filled 
| with tears. hog 


85 Dr. Macſhean entered, and neither one 
ſenſation nor the other was obſerved; Lady 
Margaret ſaid, ſhe- would leave the "Baronet 
and his Lady to conſider of the buſineſs, and 
le the room with the Doctor: 


# Afr a ſhott vers, 5 


« What good will a fine education do her?” 
ſaid Sir Arthur, “ without we could give "mor 
a ſuirable fortune hy | | | 


<4 ETD true ;” Were Lady Meredith, 
te but ſhe is ſo charming, that and beſide”, 
Sir Arthur, we have ſo little in our power; T 
am thinking, in depriving her of ſo generous 
an offer, we really ſhall be guilty of an act of 
injuſtice; what can we do for her?” 


. 14 


Sir Arthur Acbed. « What Wal I do for 
2 companion, when I am laid up with the 
gout?”? 


e And who'will read and prattle away the 
long evenings with me?” ſaid Lady Mere- 
dith. But theſe regrets are ſelfiſh, we muſt 

£ —_— them, the dear child — make friends. y 


Py ce May,” . res Sir PO «ſhe will ; 
has: face is a recommendation of her heart 
from God himſelf, ſhe will be in his protec 
Gn let her + Tr : 

This 3 had long and Gent 
interruptions from the feelings of Sir Arthur 
and his Lady, the determination was painful 
in the extreme, but as they were both con- 
vinced it was right, Lady Meredith followed 
Lady Margaret, and thankfully acquainted her 
with their acceptance of the Sacks generous 

— RI Cons 


bn was now ſummoned; ſhe was full 
with Lord Claverton and her favorite Wini- 


«As 
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cit Cot ſhall ſafe me, cried Winifred, PA 
my Lady has learnt to bear ovens I am 
tear to co Own.” | 


Ellen, 3 ſpeaking, obeyed the 8 
mons, her little heart again ſwelling with re- 
ſentment; but when informed of the change 
that was ſoon to take place in her ſituation, 
that ſhe was to leave her family, to be moved 


from the lov'd ſpot, where, till New Year's 


eve, ſhe had not known a ſad moment, all 
regret for her late diſappointment. vaniſhed; 

ſhe looked at her venerable parents, when told 
ſhe was to leave them; burſting into a flood 
of anguiſh, ſhe flew to the boſom of Sir Ar- 
thur, her arms round his neck, his involunta- 
rily claiping her. 


* My dear e will yon then \ pare Þ 
a your aer * 85 


2 he ding 3 followed by ſobs 
and dumb expreſſions of grief, overcame Sir 
Arthur. c 
Lady 


8 * 5 "ELLER. 


Andy Meredith, in whoſe Pele wind 
: ay We wang and fortitude were blended, led her 
c her chamber, and there explained to her 
the generous motive that dictated an offer of 
; uch advantage, but in vain was the good 
lady eloquent on every advantage that would 
|  Tefult'from the "offered ee of Lord 
—— ada F; | 


— 


1 To de beende. eu and well: in. 
3 Ws was fine; but to ſtay at Code Gwyn 
Wich Sir Arthur and Lady Meredith, to be 
inſtructed by her uncle and aunt; and ſhare 
4 in the amuſements of Percival nnen was a 
3 thouſand t times ee 5 5 | 


3 vo „un paſſed. in i diy lid r rea- 
3 ſons, on the part of Lady Meredith, why the 
| "Earl's offer ſhould be accepted; and in hear- 
=: ing the innocent and no leſs feaſible. ones of 
HH. Ellen, why. it ſhould be rejected: But her's 
was the voice of uninformed ſimplicity, warm 
In its natural attachments, and totally unac- 
.. _  quainted with the world: Lady Meredith 


. by $$ 4 F : $ 
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. was herſelf a child in experience, yet ſhe 5 
could argue as well on a point where the ob- 

vious incen of Ellen was concerned, as the 15 
belt counſel i in the world. Fra 9 


Strongly impreſſed WY ths idea, d 2 : 
ſecret attachment was taking root in her heart 
to young Evelyn, the more ſhe reflected the 
more earneſt ſhe was to remove her from ſo 
dangerous an attraction; and as all oppoſition 
to her wiſh was perfectly new to the child of 
her heart, ſhe at length prevailed; Ellen con- 
ſented to return to Caſtle Howel, with Lady : 
Margaret, and thankfully accept the Eat s 
| noble and Glintereſted offer. | 


By ae time dis eto was ended; 
the purport of Lady Margaret's viſit wWas 
ſpread over the houſe. Winifred, notwith- 
ſtanding Lady Meredith's commands not to 
appear in her ſight, was ſeated on the ground 
at the door of the chamber, and it no ſooner 
opened, than ſhe ſet up a cry, and fell-down 
at Lady Meredith's feet in ſtrong 8 

VOL. 1. * Ellen 


* Ellen, fondly e to 1 humble friend | 
5 * her youth, bathed her face with her tears, 
and was kneeling by her, when Lord C laver- 


ton, alarmed at the extraordinary noiſe, ap- 


peared in the gallery, and with an exclama- 
tion of ſurpriſe, aſked the cauſe of Winifred's 
ſorrow. The anſwer he received was as great a 
blow to him as it had been to Winifred, and 
as unexpected too; he deſcended with haſty 
aud perturbed ſteps to the parlour, where 
Lady Margaret far, with undiſturbed coun- 
- tenance, apparently hearing the fond regrets | 
of the old Baronet, but really engroſſed by 
| * tender looks of Doctor Macſhean. 
Lord 1 too 3 intereſted to 
be on. his guard, immediately aſked the cauſe 
of a commotion that was viſible in the coun- 
tenance of every inhabitant of Code Gwyn, 
Doctor Macſhean and J wy. Wilks wy 


; exrpicd., 


Lady Meredich ber 19 weeping child en- 


wed be hefors be Was une che latter with 
her 


7 3 IG" 
„ =. 
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her Aras bonnet tied over her flowing hair, 
ready to attend Lady Margaret, but . her, 
ſwollen eyes and dejected looks were to Lord 
8 a wdeome n of her ee, 


Tue ſond ran entreated 
Margaret to allow fon hn caprice, which, in 
youth, is often: the reſult of unlimited indul- 
gence: Lady Margaret embraced and en- 

couraged the fair novice, and promiſing ſhe 
ſhould return to Code Gwyn in two days, 
took her in her carriage, which was followed 
by the tears and vociferous exclamations of 
poor Winifred. Her Ladyſhip, at her bro- 
ther's requeſt, invited the Lieutenant to ac- 
company his niece, but as his gueſt, Lord 
Claverton, who profeſſed an deres 1 | 
friendſhip for him, complained of ſudden in 
dif} * „ he 1 * himſelfl. 


The feelings of his Levis at this mo- 
; ment were rather troubleſome : What could 
induce: Lord:Caſtle Howel to take a young 
OP his protection but beauty? What 

203 „ | 44, was 


iS irn 


was her want t of accompliſhments te to a man, 


who did not mean her attainments ſhould 
be ſacrifſced to his pleaſures? Judging 
from himſelf, he had no doubt but the Earl 
meant to get poſſeſſion of the young beauty 
for his own private amuſement ; but, as hz 
was ſome years younger than Lord Caſtle 
Howel, and, as he rightly preſumed, as ſu- 
perior in the art of intrigue as in perſon, the 
ſcheme of ſending her to a ſchool at Bath, 


which he found was propoſed; did not, on re- 
collection, appear ſo terrible. Ellen, in the 


10 . boſom of her family, under the affectionate 


eye of Lady Meredith, and the piercing one 
of her ſon, in the habit of ſtrolling about 
with Percival Evelyn, or liſtening to the he- 
roic reading of Miſs Meredith, was certainly 
4 more difficult e than Ellen at a 


. 8 


There were . and ſome 8 
who were aſſailable; the medical quality 
of the Bath waters was a pretence for his 


| 1 Seins chere; WE on Gwyn family 
| could 
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could not ſuſ pect his motive for viſiting. a 
young lady, with whom his acquaintance 
commenced under their own roof, beſides 
he might very naturally i invite the Lieutenant 
to accompany him. Theſe thoughts ſuc- 
ceeded each other in rapid progreſſion, while 
Sir Arthur's family were purſuing Lady Mar- 
garet's carriage till it was no longer viſible. 


|  LordClaverton was indiſpoſed—SirArthur's 
gout threatened him—the ladies had head- 
aches—and the Doctor and Lieutenant being 
left to themſelves, the latter . to walk 
to che N to viſit the Parſon. 


1 hey found Mr. . Meredith | aid Per- 

cival by his bed-ſide, and Miſs Meredith 
reading in the ſtudy ; reſt and quiet being the 
uſual ſpecific in Mr. Meredith's diſorder, 
after juſt looking at the ſick man, tea was 
ordered and Percival nee to 3 
hams 15 > > co gl 


"ap 


FZ * 400008 


= if 
i 
12 4 
1 
F * * 
. 4 
. I, 
, 3 
1 7. 
= 
=? 4 
g =—. 
pe ol ol 
f 2 
1 
T1 be, 
4 
-F 
4 + 
* 1 q 
4 1 35 5 
my, 
wo, 
9 
= 
2:78 
N 
1 
8 
1 
= 33 
1 * 
* * 
* 25 8 
4 


__ err. 


Te extraordinary whim, as Doctor Mac- 
ſhean choſe to call it, of Lord Caſtſe Howel, 
| had been diſcuſſed over and over, between 
him and the 3 and it enmencod 


n 


v9 Nis 8 Meredith for her part, wiſhed there 
was not a black deſign at the bottom, to 
ſpirit her niece away, and ſo keep her out of 
the knowledge of her friends, till ſome gal- 
lant youth atchieved wonders in, effecting her 
releaſe; for, as to her education, ſhe folemnly 
aſſured the Doctor, ht was perfectly e com- 
pleat; ſhe had herſelf heard her read through 
ſeven quarte volumes of Caſſandra, the folios 
of Clelia, and Princes of Cleeves, and few 
"people, ſhe would ſay, could give more force 
do the greatneſs of Qroondate's foul, or more 
grace to the tenderneſs of Caſſandra” 85 than 
Ellen Meredith, 


e Evelyn, too much _ to Mis 
|  Meredith's rhapſodies to attend to her con- 
verſation, was looking over. an old news-pa- 

* „ Per, 


E L L E N. 


per, 1 npping his tea, in a kind oy abſent 
liſtleſſneſs, when the ſound of a name moſt. 
familiar and dear to his heart, and a confuſed 
recollection of the converſation, brought a 
_ crimſon glow into his face, which retreated in 
one. moment, and left-it pale as aſhes; his 


eyes, naturally full, ſwelled in their ſockets; 
his eye-brows were diſtended, and every ſenſe 


was converted to ear, when Miſs Meredith 
proceeded in her eulogium on the finiſhed 


education of her niece, her ſurmiſes of the 


cauſes of ſending her away, her prognoſtics 
of the conſequences, her diſſike of a modern 


education, and her regret at parting with 


Ellen; ; the Lieutenant laughed, at her ro- 
mantic phraſes and odd notions; the Doctor, 
who made it a rule to be all things to all 
men, though he ſpoke not, looked a coinci- 
dence with Mifs Meredith, when ſuddenly 
percival eee fell back in his chair. 


Miſs Meredith ſhrieked, the add one of 


whom was old enough to be a grandmother, 


ruſhed in, and ſet up a lamentation in their 


on 
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204 Ep ELLE N. 
.own harmonious language, which very much 
reſembled the Hibernian howl. Mr. Mere- 
dith waked out of the firſt natural repoſe ſince 
is indiſpoſition, rang his bell, no regard was 
Paid to it, he with great difficulty reached his 
morning gown and got to the door, but could 
diuiſtinguiſh nothing but a confuſion of ſounds, 
now moderated by the Doctor, now increaſed 
by the women, and feeling himſelf weak was 


| returning to his bed, there to wait an expla- 


nation, till ſome part of the family were at 


l eiſure to give it him, when a yell reached his 


ear, that quickly baniſhed all attention to his 
own weakneſs; it was Martha, his old maid, 
who ſcreamed, © Percival is dead.” There. 
| was now no apparent want of health in Mr. 
Meredith, he ruſhed down and found his 
young eleve without any ſigns of life, a cold 
dew on his forehead, and Doctor Macſhean 

in the act of letting him blood; Miſs Mere- 
dith, in terror at the accident, appealed to her 
brother, without wondering at his preſence, 
whether he ſhould or ſhould not be bled. 


__ 


Mr, 


ELLEN. 105 


Mr. Meredith looked on the palid face 
with ſpeechleſs agony and aſtoniſhment ; the 
inciſion was made but no blood followed the 
lancet; Doctor Macſhean looked very ſerious; 
Mr. Meredith in ſad, but ſolemn compoſure, 
ordered the door and windows to be opened, 
and, no longer weak, raiſed the body in his 
arms, looſened his collar, and directed Mar- 
tha to bring a tub of warm water; ſhe obey- 
ed, but in her hurry a trifling miſtake oc- 
cured; as they were brewing, ſhe ſubſtituted 
warm wort for water, but by the time ſhe re- 
turned, the young man had opened his eyes, 
he bled freely, and the colour of life re· ani- 
n his face. 8 
wy 5 


Ide was in vain 2 was ian to aſlign a 
cauſe for this ſudden attack, in vain he was 
preſſed to deſcribe his preſent feelings; his 
eyes were fixed, and, to the ſurpriſe of every 
body, he continued filent ; a tear ſtrayed i in- 
voluntary from either eye, they dropped on 
hand of Mr. Meredith, and increaſed his 
F 5 aſtoniſhment... 


* * . 
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aſtoniſhment. Miſs Meredith now recoſlect. 
ed her brother's ſituation. 


ed God! brother,” the eichimed, 
« why did you come down? You will get 
e death. robe | 5910 


Percival heard this and recovered his 
ſpeech; lamented having expoſed his friend to 
ſuch hazard, intreated him to return to his 
chamber, and begged with ſuch earneſt ſad- 
neſs that he might accompany him, that they 
retired together, attended by Martha, who 
went to put her maſter to bed, leaving the 
Lieutenant, Doctor Macſhean, and Miſs Me- 
redich, to talk over and wonder at the ſtrange 
| event, ell the moon aroſe, when the Doctor 
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'CHAP. IX. 


IHE Earl, delighted with Ellen's ſimpli- 

city, and that frankneſs of heart, which 
: — expreſſions of tender regret for the 
friends ſhe was ſo ſoon to leave, with grati- 
tude to him for the cauſe; and finding his at- 
tention much more pleaſantly attracted by the 
beauty of a human than a field flower, under- 
took himſelf to begin the formation ofa mind 

ſo open 125 naturally ductile. TR 

SE: 


Lady Margaret had abend ſent meaſures 
and orders to Vigo- Lane, for a complete aſ- 
ſortment of fine linen and cloaths, ſuitable to 
the age and PPE of a ſchool girl. Mm 


FG 


0b ELLEN, 5 — 
The depreſſion of Ellen's ſpirits was in- 
. creaſed when ſhewn to her elegant apartment; 


ſhe had hitherto ſlept in a ſmall chamber ad- 


joining her grandfather's, Winifred was her 


bed- fellow, and had, uſually, ſome light heart- 

cd tale or other to amuſe her with while un- 
drefling, when her venerable parents called 
out the ſalutations of the night. 


; She v as now in a large room ſuperbly hung, 
richly carpeted, furniſhed with gilt cabinets, 
and large mirrors, but with a lonelineſs of 


grandeur that recalled the comforts of her own 


- little chamber, in ſuch vivid colours, ſhe 
| burſt into tears; the ſervant who attended her 
reported this to the Earl and his ſiſter, the 
former immediately conjectured the cauſe, 
and begged Lady Margaret to invite her to 

take half her bed. Lady Margaret's rule, 
from which ſhe never ſwerved, was, to be al- 
ways of her brother's opinion : She called a 
{mile i into her features, ſaid ſhe was juſt think- 
ing of the ſame thing, and ſent her woman 


to fetch Ellen into her apartment. 


8 To 


S 


time be his, ſhe very courteouſly delivered 


— 


ELLEN, | 14 


To thoſe, uſed to kindneſs and affection; 


every deprivation is grievous, and a heart 


pining under a change ſo wounding to ſenſi- 
bility, opens to every approach of the treat- 


ment it regrets: Ellen found herſelf ſoothed 
by this mark of attention, her tears diſperſed, 
ſhe went to bed, and her mind, hurried by 
the events of the day, being now com- 


poſed, ſunk to reſt. But however ready her 
Ladyſhip had been to oblige her brother, ſhe 


had not in this caſe been civil to herſelf; the 


admitting Ellen to her room was, in ſome de- 
gree, to admit her to her confidence; for her 


woman, who was her privy counſellor, had 
as many things to amuſe her Lady as Wini- 


fred had for Ellen. 


5 Macſhean had ads found the 
ſecret of conveying his amorous vows, thro? 
Mrs. Gibſon, and though he had not now a 


_ vaſt deal of gold to give her, yet, as ſhe knew 


her Lady abounded, and as ſhe. ſaw it was 
very probable both Lady and goſd would in 
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che letters and meſſages he deritinced daily to 
ſend, and entertained her lady with a number 
of good qualities, with which ſhe kindly en- 
dowed him, as well as with many pertinent 
remarks on his one cpa and —_— 
addcefs. 1 151115 


2 Thoſe who have fixed their private affec- 
tions, where they do not chuſe publickly to 
avow a partiality, and thoſe only, know the 
value of aconfab, at bed time, with a favorite 
fervant; Lady Margaret was reſolved not to 
be deprived of ſuch a treaſure, and therefore, 
as Ellen was attached to her maid, ſhe pro- 
poſed ſending for her, in pure kindneſs, which 
gave her great credit in the opinion of her 
brother, who ſent a card to Code Gwyn, with 
a a requeſt, that Winifred might” attend her 
young lady, and, at the ſame time, a light 
cart carried a hamper of fine old Madeira, 
for Sir Arthur's own drinking, from his Lord- 

ſhip, and a large caniſter of very fine tea, 
for thr e ve, wo. his _ LS 


But 


E I. LE N. vel * 


But neither Madeira; tea, nor any of the 


advantages which promiſed to reſult from the 
patronage of the Earl, could diſpel the re- 
grets which filled their hearts for the abſence 


of their favorite; with a tear on each vene- 


rable cheek, Lady Meredith went herſelf to 
the houſe-keeper's room, to inform Mrs. 


Griffiths of Lord Caſtle Howel's meſſage: 
Mrs. Griffiths received the news of her niece's 
advancement, far otherways chan her 8 
had done that of Ellen. ien 1 7 


For he eſt time 10 her life joy ſuperced · 


ed reſpect; ſhe haſtened to conſult her bro- 
ther, old Griffiths, on the mutual aſſiſtance 
neceſſary for them to give their niece; and 
as faſt as the old man could hobble from his 
pantry, they returned to Lady Meredith, who 


remained in the houſe-keeper's-room, with 
the lucid 2 50 ſill a _ either _ 


The two old ſervants nad an 


Winifred ſhould go to her lady; Edward 
brought 
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-” "BW ELLEN. 
brought out the contents of his leather purſe, 
and Mrs. Griffiths ranſacked her drawers for 
the remains of her old finery. Winifred was 
Called for, but no Winifred was to be found 
in or near the houſe; Mrs. Griffiths fumed, 
and Lady Meredith conſidering the ſending 
for her as a proof that Ellen was not yet re- 
conciled to her good fortune, was angry at 
her abſence, and impatient for her return; as 
he was not, however, to be found, the ſer- 
vant was diſmiſſed, with a grateful card from 
Lady Meredith, and as much of Winifred's 
Wardrobe as Mrs. Griffiths: could find, with 
an addition from her own hoards, that ſhe 
might not either her Lady or her 
In half an hour after the ſervant was gone, 
home came Winifred; not as uſual, ſinging 
till the woods echoed her wild coarſe ſtrains, 
nor with her natural hop, ſkip, and jump; 
but ſilent, _ e eee WN her 
aunt's room. 


ob” 
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n ink 

Mrs. Griffiths, who had not much of the 
virtue of patience in her diſpoſition, began to 
rate her roughly for her abſence, and demand- 
ed where ſhe had been, ina key, that reached 
the hall. Winifred, out of humour and i irri- 
table, anſwered | in ct tone. 


The duet was in alt; one fioimed; the 
other half crying, half ſcolding, made up in 
volubility what her aunt poſſeſſed in autho- 
rity, and it was not 'till Lady Meredith had 
twice raiſed her * ne either party. could 
be ſilenced, 


| Winifred confeffed that the had been out 
all day, but to where, or with whom, ſhe was 
ſtubbornly ſilent, and was retiring in great 
ſullenneſs when Lady Meredith bid her pre- 

pare to follow Ellen to Caſtle Howel. | 


All traces of ill humour immediately va- 
niſhed, ſhe laughed, ſung, and PPS but 
h Rey rr 


« Cot 


ELLEN, 


Imichty ſafe 1 us, ſure my miſtreſs 
is not coing to ſtay at that rifliſh Place. 4 


e -Devilth place?” returned Mrs. Griffiths, 


2 tis che fineſt place in the thirteen counties; 


J was with my Lady there N yeurs ago. ” 


f it was with Cot Almighty, Cot forgive 


my had rather come back to Code Gwyn; 


but, 'to be fore, if Rte pips Is there that ts 


enuf.” FOE 


157 Meredith deſired Winifred to be ready 
early next morning, and Mrs. Griffiths having 
oſtenſibly inventoried all the articles ſhe had 
ſelected to ſend wirh her to Caſtle Howel, 
recommended it to her to devote the re- 
maining time to getting her things 1 in nice 
pt. 


But Winifred had other concerns to ſettle; ; 


The firſt mer Joſeph Wilks, by appointment, 
in the great barn, and gravely affured him, 


that all matters muſt end betwixt him and ber, 
2 I f for » 


Wen N. 116 
> 


for, that her miſtreſs would never have Lord | 


Claverton, and as ſhe was refolved to live and 
die with her, defired he would take his hand- 

kerchiefs and nen and ger another ſweet 
| heart. | 


Joe was aſtoniſhed ; he had made love to 
Winifred by order of his Lord, the girl, tho 
very far from handſome, was young, playful, 


and innocent; ng fer, and perſuaded 


himſelf into a liking for her, and as he had a 


little of the coxcomb in his diſpoſition, as well 
as his maſter, his vanity was humbled | at * 


ung froid. 
He atempred to n. 


ec « No, no, Mr. Joſeph muſt not think t to 
comm over her,” | 


He chreatened to hang dime 8 if 


« It matters not, Mr. Joſeph.” 


7 . * K D = 2 CIS Ie hs 

1 Sts es Ae es e Sorpapnr: op Fig ne ett ue C 2 
pet My — 2 I b e E e e eee n 3 2230 * 5 
BY 2 IP r — Kr rr pre re - . OS TS 8 , 2 


r 


F 
RN r 
r 


5 * 
736i 
FER 
T3 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 #85 

8 
* * 

* 


| 178 : E L L E N. 
__ He e marry the firſt girl 3 would 
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81 In the way Joſeph was 700 happy not to be 
very fond, and as Winifred looked on her 


have him—but all his rhetoric was to no pur- 
poſe, till he ſwore he would leave Lord Cla- 


verton, as ſoon as he had ſaved money to ſtock 


a farm, and live at Code Gwyn: This molified 
the fair damſel, who then conſented to keep 
his preſents, and ſuffered him to accompany 
her on a ſecret expedition to Code Gwyn 


marriage as a ſettled thing, ſhe was eaſily per- 
ſuaded there ſhould be no ſecrets between 
man and wife; his blandiſhments obtained 
what all Lady Meredith's authority, and her 
aunt's ſcolding, had failed to do, the * of 

her . s excurſion. 


Mr. Meredith's TR had been before day 


at Code Gwyn, on a ſecret meſſage to Mrs. 


Winifred Griffiths, to beg ſhe would directly | 
come to Mr, Evelyn, who was very ill. 


Ty | TSR Mr, 


ELLEN. _ 
Mr. Evelyn was too great a favorite not 


to be at all riſks obeyed; but what was poor 
Winifred's conſternation to find her friend with 


his eyes ſwelled almoſt out. of his head, his 
hair diſordered, his hands trembling and 
burning, and his whole frame ſpeaking at 


once grief and diſeaſe, hardly articulate, he 


ſtammered the name of Ellen, and burſt into 
ten 5 | | 


- Winifred had not ſlept the night had been 


almoſt as tedious to her as it could be to 
him, and on account of the ſame object, ſhe 
therefore wept too, and a few minutes con- 
verſation let her into a ſecret ſhe had never 


ſuſpected, and engaged her in a cauſe, which 
ſo accorded with her own wiſhes, that ſhe 
ſwore vehemently, both in Welch and Engliſh, 

ſhe would die by it. 


e FOR he could not live without 


Ellen, and his Nn faid, it was not fn he 
Monid. 


Evelyn 
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118 : EL L E N. 
Evelyn deteſted all Lords Winifred ſup. 
my oy were a RE of outlandiſh: tivels, 


| Oba ſhall 1 _ wines if I "ON 
not 1 of my dear Ellen?! 5 


FF” promiſed ſhe would BY « barefoot to 


Caſtle Howel but be ſhould. 


Winifred 6 this confidence to 


Joe, with her opinion, that * true lof was pet- 


ter than cowld,” in which he accorded, and, 
after a promiſe on her part, to meet him 
again in the parlour, when Sir Arthur and 


Lady Meredith were gone to bed, he returned 


back, and ſhe proceeded to the _— ac- 
cording to +. rare 


she went up che back: ſtairs to Evelyms 
room, whom ſhe _— extended on the bed 


OE: 


bo: . are your how. | Mr. Evelyn, Cot 


; _ us? Cet up I have news for you.” 
09"; | 5 


. 
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„Nein opened his eyes, but, in attempt- 

g to riſe, fell back with ſuch violence as 

n his confidant ; he, however, i in a faint 

voice, begged ſhe would tell him her news 
directly. | RR Pe fone 


It was with viſible joy he heard Winifred 
was to follow Ellen, he entreated her to 
let him know every thing that happened, and 
above all, to conceal the ſecret he had en- 
truſted to her from all the world, even from 
Ellen herſelf, and not tell the deareſt friend 
the had, he was ſick of love. 


Winifred 1 as the had done 1 
without the ſmalleſt inward reproach; for as 
Joſeph was to be her huſband, ſhe had no 


idea it was any breach of confidence to tell 


him all ſhe knew. 5 


Mit Meredith's foot on.the fair, coming 
to enquire after Evelyn's health, ſhortened 


her viſit; and, after promiſing to write to him. 
by David (the rector's wn) away went Wi- 
nifred. 
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moſt convenient plan he could adopt, to be 


JOSSESSED of Winifred's declaration 
that Ellen would not have Lord Claver- 
ton, Joſeph communicated it to his Lordſhip, 


and received five guineas in reward for paſt 
and "earneſt of future ſervices ; the terms he 
was on with his ſweetheart gave him an excuſe 
to vilit Caſtle Howel as long as Lord Cla- 


verton choſe to ſtay in the country, which, his 


d e i reſolved — depend on events. 


30 the mean time, * the whole FOO now 
at Code Gwyn were his averſion, as the in- 


tenſe coldneſs of the weather prevented his 
going out, and as, indeed, he would have no 


pretence for ſtaying if he was able to travel, 
it was, in the preſent poſture of affairs, the 


doo 


— 
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too —— indifeoſal to leave his apartment, 
and as Mrs. Griffiths was a perſon he now i 
choſe to be well with, he patiently liſtened to 3 
her diſſertations on water gel and white f 1 
ſoups. i 3 
Joſephs laſt 1 interview ith Winifred was 1 
very tender, he, conſequently, knew every it 
ſyllable that had paſſed at the rectory; and J 
the five guineas in his pocket was a ſtimula to q 
induſtry he was reſolved todeſerve; but he was ; 
too artful, at this interview, to drop a word in 9 
favor of his Lord: No, all Joſeph's wiſhes i 
were centered in the little farm, with his dear b 
Winny'! and as he confirmed this aſſertion 4 
with many faſhionable oaths, they ſe parated f 
in mutual good humour, and unbounded con- 0 
ſdence, 0 on one vide, at leaſt, . 1 
The noble owner adde Howeln now ex- 2 
perienced there were amuſements more grate- F 
ful to his feelings than even Botany; he point- 1 
ed out to Ellen the different claſſes of learn- 9 
ing and literature that enlightened the world ; 5 
vous” 8 deſcribed 5 


delighted im, and often did he regret, that 
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deſcribed the progreſs refinement and luxury 


had made in modern times; ſpoke of the im. 
mortal Shakeſpeare, and quoted ſeveral beay. 
tiful paſſages, ſuitable to her comprehenſion, 
and fo adapted his information to the expe- 
rience of his fair pupil, that after a long 
morning paſſed in the library, Lord Caftle 
Howel had the ſatisfaction to perceive the 
reſtleſs abſence of thought, with which ſhe 
had at firft heard him, gradually change into 


enger attention; her eyes ſparkled with plea- 
fore, the rapidity of her queſtions and the 


quickneſs of her apprehenſion flattered and 


the tyranny of cuſtom forbad him to undertake 
the ſole information of ſuch a mind himſelf. 


In the evening his Lordſhip taught her the 
gamut, both vocal and inſtrumental. A She 


played on the harp a number of tunes by ear, 


and accompanied it with her voice, but the 
Feience of muſic was a matter ſhe was totally 
unacquainted with; how this and other fe- 


3 to be unknown to the 


Miſs 
55 — 1 


/ 
\ „ 


7 
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Mis Meredichs, will appear in the courſe of 
this hiſtory ; all ad knew m_—_ had taught 
8 | 


The hour of retirement: was lefß irkſome 


than the preceding night; ſhe had ſufficient 


ſubject for recollection, equally new and de- 


lightful, and her only wiſh, after the welfare 


of her friends at Code Gwyn, was, that Per- 
cival Evelyn could witneſs and ſhare in the 


"p of her mind. 


Winifred arrived wt next morning, and 
the Lieutenant and Doctor Maeſhean * 


| over before dinner. 


The Earl received them with the utmoſt 
cordiality, and the reader will ſuppoſe Lady 
Margaret was not leſs condeſcending. 


* 


In the mean time Lord Claverton was deli- 


'berating on the ſtep he ſhould next take ; Jo- 


ſeph was ſhut up with him the moſt part of 
the day — and as it was purpoſed Ellen's ſchool 


G 2 education 
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Db ELLEN. 
education ſhould rake place when the Chriſt. 
mas receſs ended, it was ſettled between 
N Doctor Macſhean and his noble Patron, that 

Bath was the preciſe place likely to renovate 

a conſtitution, injured by the hot climate from 

whence they were juſt arrived; and, prepa- 

rations were ccontingly: began for their de. 
parte | 


The communication between the families 
of Caſtle Howel and Code Gwyn, became 
every day more frequent; the Miſs Merediths 
| were good horſe- women, and Ellen delighted 

to ſee them; the ſeverity of the weather was 
the Earl's objection to her riding, but he was 
pleaſed when his ſiſter took her in the chariot 
to viſit Code Gwyn, becauſe ſhe returned 
more cheerful and happy. 


A Nobleman of Lord Claverton's rank in 
the neighbourhood, was alſo an object for po- 
liteneſs: The Earl rode over to viſit Sir 
Arthur, and invite Lord Claverton to Caſtle 
Howel. The cultivation of this acquaintance | 
eee, | was 


\ 
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was of too much importance to F Cla- 
verton J views to be neglected ; he accepted, 
with great ſatisfaction, an offered corner in the 
Earl's carriage, and during the courſe of the 


meant, as well as themſelves, to make ſome 
ſtay at Bath, very politely preſſed him to ace 
cept of the ſame convenience thither, which, 

the reader will be ſure, he as politely accepted, > 
and immediately wrote to' order his carriage 
and ſervants to meet him there. 


1 * thes., en train, Winifred, „ ful 
of her importance at the fine Caſtle, of 
the fine cloaths making for Ellen, of 3s fine 
t vows of her lover, and a long etcetera of 
d finery entirely forgot, both Evelyn and her 

| promiſe. At every excurſion to Code Gwyn, 
as Ellen was the oracle of the parlour, Wini- 
n fred eve her nn in the ſervant's-hall, 


Sir "vn Ley) 22 his TOO life, 
greedily devoured every bit of news, kept 
Ellen at his elbow from the moment of her 
G3 arrival 


viſit, Lord Caſtle Howel underſtanding he 
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arrival * per departure, aſking a thouſand 


gqueſtions; while ſhe, who knew no pleaſure 


| "all her experience would not carry her the day 


ſuperior to his amuſement, ſtored up every 
-anecdote ſhe heard, and every occurrence that 
_ happene for his entertainment. 


Lord e ſaw there was no rent) 
& obtaining a moment of her attention, and 


cherefore became, with the family, an auditor 
* her ſenſible * 


| Winifred, on * part, held forth to the 
ſervants, in their different ways, with an air of 
proſgund knowledge; ſhe told her aunt, that 


through at Caſtle Howel ; and, as to her un- 

cle, * Cot help the owld man, his white hairs | 
would ſtand an end-if he had as many ſorts of 
nquors to cork and uncork as the putler at 
Caſtle Howel ; the cook, Cot knows, was a 
diſh waſher, and the tairy mait mate coot 
putter enuff, but _— like the _ at 
NT Howel,” | 


« And 
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« And ſo you have learn d, faid old Grif- 
fiths, already to deſpiſe your native home, 
I foreſee thou wilt return as ragged as a colt. 


ce Cot help you, uncle, r agget f why there's 
no end to the riches at Caſtle Howell.“ 


*O1d Griffiths ſhook his head in token of in- 
eredulity and diſguſt, and the reſt of the male 
domeſtics followed his em 


Mrs. Griffiths called how an EI igno- 
rant wench; eee 
as good a family as any in the Count. 


The maids felt themſelves doubly hurt; 
firſt, in having their abilities degraded, next, 
in ſeeing their old fellow ſervant fo finely 
dreſſed, and 10 full of airs; ſo that poor Wi- 
, Nifred, abuſed by all, was obliged to ſeek con- 
1 where, indeed it was always ready, 
from Mr. Joſeph, and declared ſhe would not 
aſk to come again with Mifs Ellen, among 
uch a low ſet; yet, as often as the carriage 

ä Was 


Was ordered ſhe made the fame requeſt, re- 
- peated the fame ſtories, with the ſame effect, 
and left Code 9 with dhe fame declara- 


tion. | 


l * 


At beg the ny ing fixed for their "6 
parture, Ellen choſe to go on the Sunday to 
take leave of her friends, and, with the little 

Vanity natural to her ſex, had her hair dreſſed 
by Lady Margaret's woman, wore a new 
green fattin habit, with a white beaver hat, 
and green feathers, and attended by Winifred, 
in a drab cloth Joſeph, a black hat and hand- 
ſome band: They met "he: family at Code 
3 . 1 


£ 


Bret ao Was - Turned from the Creator to 


. "ie created; it was not that Ellen looked more 


beautiful, but ſhe was finer and more unlike 
themſelves, | 


e Meredich 2 ber daughter's 1550 
* Gilired, the pew door was thrown open, they 


| handed her in, _ even the good Rector ſuf- 
7 fered 
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1 gratulations 1 ſoon ſub- 
fided:; the reſpe& ſhe had always been taught 
was due to a place of worſhip, ſolemnized 
her features, but her eye glanced involunta- 


rily to the Rector's pew, where Evelyn uſed 


to fit ; no Evelyn was there ; ſhe eagerly ex- 


plored every part of the church, and. {til} no 


Evelyn was to be ſeen. 0 i 


5 She coloured... 


"What q did Percival Pr hoe he was: 
coming to Code Gwyn, for the laſt time, tor 
ſhe did not know ho 


* 


t 


he not deſirous of bidding her farewell? — 


« Well, who cares!” and ſhe fat down in the 


middle of the Pfalms.. 


4 have not ſeen him. fince I left. my 
grandfather's ! no, not once | ! and my uncle, I 


| 1 29 


fered his attention to be a moment r taken from 


ow many months, and was 


— 


2 * 
o | 


A 
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tie oe een hmm either? and ie now bor 
W | 3 8 


Bo = « Proy aunt May, where. is Percival 


* „Lord, child, ad) youn not receiv wy te 
ter about him? * 


lbaen 9: I never received ale 
all my life, when did * ſend *. - 


« Above a week ago, : Me: J EEE . 
ten 8 2 , On? to give It Wint- 

«Then 1 am Kare ke for; 
1 Percival?” bas 


ITY bar what 


. 


6 «Why, my dear he has been dying.” 
Ellen turned pale. | 


* 5 e „ i 
33 . pb 
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2 #Surthe'i is better now and wilt: dine with 
1 brother thought him too weak to fit 
in the cold church. ri | 


Ellen's « face jeden: the! 5 ables, 
and ſhe fixed her eyes on the pictures in the 

prayer boek, without attending to the ſervi ” 5 
till eulen ” Ty Meredith: e at t the mak 


Nothing, ng; the ride 4000 
Elen, but Percival $Ulneſs; and though Lord 
| Chaverton was eagerly waiting to hand her 
out of the carriage, and though: her Patron 
had explained to her the propriety of attend- 
ing to the laws of politeneſs, ſhe could think 
of nothing but Percival. Winifred having 
ſeen Lady Margaret's maid always attend 
her Lady immediately on Her alighting//and 
willing to ſhew her fellow ſervants her im- 
provements, actually Ne bands; Lord 

Chaverton. n 


* 7 
* N oy * 
1 


8 Where,” f ſaid Ellen, FR AR the 


leaſt notice of the Peer, or any other being, 
G6 © where | 


132 Ann. 


| . where ithe letter my aunt y ſe by | 
Nn Joſeph, about Net 77 1 


751 — 8] 


-AWVikifred coloured; it was 105 firſt 8 


ſue had given Percival ſince ſhe left him ſick 
a the Rectory, aſter having entered into a 

ſolemn engagement, to do him all manner of 

kind offices wich her miſtreſs; but as ſhe was 
/ too great a lady at Caſtle Howel to be viſible 
in any part of the houſe where ſuch bumkins 
as the parſon's man had acceſs, ſhe had not 
been in the way of receiving a ſingle meſſage 
Kom or in the recollection of ſaying a civil 
thing of, the for n Percival: Winifred's, 


though Gmple, was not a had heart, her con- 
ſcience ſmote her for her breach of promiſe 
189. eee, but no letter had ſhe received 
from Mr. Joſeph, Was chere none could 
1 have dere own ane. 

cc « Give 9s the letter * ſaid Ellen, 
ruſhing by Lord Claverton, up ſtairs, without 
even thinking on Sir Arthur. 


LI X uh 2 * 4 
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E What letter, and where are 5 1 
Ellen? ws aſked Lady. Meredigh, . 


72 F A, + 

s 8: 
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ny 


7 . 


- Winified followed hon miſtrely to her room, 
| nd Lord Claverton, who underſtood more 
of the matter than any other perſon, f retired to 

his, and rang for Joſeph. They had very | 
little time to arrange. affairs, before Winifred 
N and deſired to ſpeak one word with 
Mr. Joſeph, who, on being interrogated about 
the letter, confeſſed (with many proteſtations 
of ſorrow: for his careleſſneſs) that he had loſt 
it out of his Pocket, on the road to Caſtle 

Howel. A 


5 
We 46Þ 


She, whoſe © for 3 was he 
from decreaſing, was eaſily perſuaded to for- 
give; but Ellen, 1 impatient, uneaſy, and anxious | 
to know. every thing about Percival, declared 
he was a very. idle young. man, and, never 


| ſhould do any thing Pr, her Wia, 


Wi 
Winifred called Cot to wad Jeg was 
a fery oneſt -lar, and would not hurt a worm; 
but 


11 1 ELLEN. 

Pult her rhetoric was thrown away. Ellen 5 
diſpleaſure continued, and the went to Sir 
Arthur with tears in her eyes, and her cheeks 
\ glowing with anger: Immediately after Mr. 
Meredith and Percival entered, che latter = 
porte 1 his reverend brug DEE, 


* *% 8 
* = 0 4 


Ellen PEA 0 the baden ee 
A Sir Arthur, and ſtood Wr ; 


"The countenance of young Evelyn WAS, as 
Ike deſcribed, always pale; but it was the 
| Puleriefs of fentiment, a thinking habit, and a 
penſive turn of mind; his face was oval, per- 
| haps beyond the exact line of beauty; his 
complexion clear brown, and his eyes large, 
Black and piercing, which, with his dark eye- 
bros and eye laſhes, gave a moſt intereſting 
turn to his countenance; he was prepoſſeſſing 
and agreeable, and, far beyond mediocrity, 
handſome. But this was the ſhadow of his 
former ſelf. His eyes, no longer brilliant, 
funk in his head, his face thin and yellow, his 
RMps parched and burning with hectic fever, 
WRT 7 . ä his 


21 K ** 185 


tis voc tremulous, A an Aunverſil weak s 
neſs pervading his whole frame — he gaſped 
for breath, and unable to anſwer the kind en- 
quiries of che family, fat N 817 on 1 the neareſt 
cle; 


1 


Ul . 
N 1 A ”s 
# # 1 42 


Elfen looked tound, che hes of 12 
bon, of ſorrow, met ber * Tra: _ 


She bur into tears. W; 1 | 1 0 | 
* patina. by dear © Percival * Utter "the, 
running towards him, © what is the matters 
How long have you been ug e 00 ET. 


4 


Percival fel to ſpeak, but «fl in the 
effort turned AT his WER, | | 


„What l cried. Y half turning to Mr. 
Meredith, tc can't he ſpeak? Percival, won't 
you ſpeak to Mo, thy Elten, your own Ellen?” 


Without turning his head, the blood faintly 
mantling into his face, | 
8 You 


239 ELTEN 


Jou boys forgot ME, Bien. — quate 
Taper me... Gaz! $304 es” Se 


933 f * 


T. 


Ellen 8 not je > ng RE arm SS "EY on 
—8 and his hand involuntarily claſped hers, 
as it hung over his ſhoulder, He then began 
to. ) anfwer his friends, and, tay, how. much bet- 
ter he was; he breathed freer, and although 
the obſervations Lady Meredith could not 
help making, were not the moſt pleaſing, ei- 
ther to Sir Arthur or herſelf, yet, as this was 
to be the laſt interview, and as ſhe loved 
Percival, ſhe choſe rather to fem not to jet 
than be obliged to 9 | 


: *. „ 
= 


IT hey were in this ſituation when Lord 


Chdrerton made his appearance : Strange: el⸗ 
fects have been related from looking on the 
Gorgon. Lord Claverton did not actually 
turn to ſtone, but all the colours of the rain- 
bow were e by t turns predominant i in his face. 1 


Lady Meredith endeavoured to dixert the 


attention of Lord Claverton from the young 
pair 
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pair, . * from each other, bug having 
tried all ways ſhe could think of, gave the 
matter up. The dinner was the moſt ſilent 
meal they had ever made, and was diſ- 
patched with that impatience of reſtraint, 
which a family, in the full confidence of each 
other, muſt be ſuppoſed to feel, on the eve 
of ſeparation, in the ! of a N 


5 Lord Claverton kel he was himſelf thar 
reſtraint. . 


The MP in converſation 3 longer 


and more frequent, could not be miſunder- 
ſtood: No man was better acquainted with 
the etiquette of fine breeding, yet, in this in- 
ſtance, he could not prevail on himſelf to 
leave to ere a family, whoſe inſipidity 
was his averſion, Whoſe plain manners were his 
contempt; for, oppoſite to him fat Ellen and 
Percival, ſolely occupied by each other, and 
ſeeming to wait with impatience the moment 
when the many eloquent things, ſpoke in their 


mutual glances, might be put into words. 
ce That 


' ELLEN, 


«That moment,” aid the havghtyPeer, i in- 
| Ry «they ſhall not have.” He endea- 
voured to enter into converſation with C athe- 


* 
2 8 * 
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What was now the ſubject of her ſtudies ? 
Would ſhe honor him with a commiſſion to 
ſend her books of any kind? has i 


for her life time ; beſides, there were no new 


cn 


ll = Catherine thanked him, but ſhe had enough 
4 

| Romances. 

1 

| 6 -Dence enfacd. He was fill more un- 
fortunate in his next effort. 

Had the early lambs ſuffered by the 
cold weather,” was a queſtion to Miſs Agnes, 
ll from which he had great hopes. 

| | * 
| It was anſwered with a formal « No.” 


| Again a dead ſilence, = 


77 ; | | Mr. 
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Mr. Meredith vexed, and really offended, 
at a reſtraint, which grew more intolerable 
every moment, aſked Lady Meredith if ſhe 
would not order coffee, and, as ſoon as it was 
over, taking Ellen and his mother in each 
hand, and bowing to Lord Claverton, he led 
m out of the room; they were e followed 
by the other ladies. ” | 


Poor Percival fat with his eyes fixed on 
the door, which cloſed after them; not being 
aſked to go, he wanted reſolution to move, 
and endured a three hours filence the Fey | 
of deſpair. | 


Sir Arthur did indeel enter into a Kind of | 
forced converſation for ſome time, but fell 
inſenſibly into his evening nap. 


Lord Claverton ſtill perſevered in his plan, 
which Percival's modeſty aſſiſted ; for though 
not conſidered, by the Peer, of i importance 
enough to be ſpoken to on any other occa- 


Hong: yer not he condeſcended to addreſs a few 
inſignificant 


1 


to render him his 5 who. was the 
. of bis hatred. 


E LLEN. 
infgnificant queſtions to him, and fo contrived 


At 3 3 and Lady Meredith with 
her family, relieved all parties. Ellen's eyes 


were red and ſmelled, ſhe drew her ſtool be- 2 
tween her grandfather and grandmother, and, 
| graſping a hand of each, fat totally abſorbed 


in her own. reflections ; and although Lord 


| Claverton had the mortification to remain 
| quite unnoticed, that mortification was. much 
fofiencd when he obſerved ſhe was not more 


attentive to any other part of the company, 
except indeed at the moment when Mr. Me- 


redith and his eleve departed, when her 
adieus were more tender and oftener repeated 


than fat entirely eaſy. on him; he, however, 


conſoled himſelf in the certainty that this 


would be the laſt interview, at leaſt for ſome 


| time, with the formidable Percival, for the 


next day he accompanied her to Bath, where 


Lord Caſtle Howel's carriage ſet ber down 
at * firſt ſchoot in that Polite city. 1 


Ai” ; 
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Tus, then, a new world was opened to 


our heroine; the well qualified gover- 


neſs of this little ſeminary was a woman, whoſe 
reputation, as a female writer, had been eſta- 
|  blifhed, without eſtranging her from the duties 
of her ſituation ; and ſhe wiſely employed her 
excellent ſenſe in the cultivation of the human 
mind, r n 


Under ſo good a judge, both of matter and 


manner, the improvements of her pupils was, 
as might be expected, rapid and ſyſtematical: 
Mrs. Forreſt, though prepoſſeſſed by the 


beauty of the young ſtranger, immediately 
diſcovered the deficiencies in her education: 


Ellen, 
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Ellen, on her part, was confounded, to Fa 
ladies, much younger than herſelf, perfect 
miſtreſſes of accompliſhments, for which ſhe 
had but juſt began to acquire a taſte ; com- 
paring herſelf with her new affociates, how ig- 
norant, how contemptible did ſhe appear; 
what time would it not require, what appli- 
cation, to become what they now were. 


Wich the playful- avidity natural to young 


minds, uſed to a regular ſucceſſion of inſtruc- 
tion, ſhe ſaw them varying muſic, drawing, 
pete in different languages, and fine works, 


to all whuch _ was a total 1 9 


- Enable to. TA a bee 10 humili- 


| oo tears filled her eyes, and ee on 


hex 19855 boſom. 


The ſenſible b was not leſs atten- 
tive to her new charge, and drawing the moſt 
favorable concluſions from the obſervations 


the had ſeen her make, inſinuated herſelf into 


her ae by a judicious mixture of in- 
. | ſtruction 
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| firution and compliment, and deſcribed, with 
ſuch apparent eaſe, the gradations through 
which a perfe& knowledge of all female ac- 


compliſhments were to be attained, and ſo en- 


tirely entered into the true ſpirit of politeneſs, 


by contriving to raiſe her pupil's opinion of 
her o ability, as ſhe impreſt her with reſpect 
far and attention 20 herſelf, that all her uneaſy 
ſenſations ſubſided ; ſhe wrote a ſhort letter to 


mates in perfect good! humour. 


lative to his protegee ; he obtained as a great 
favor, that Winifred ſhould be admitted into 
Mrs. Forreſt's family, but all converſation 
was ſtrictly forbid with her young lady: The 


truth is, that though Ellen approached as near 


perfection as moſt heroines of her age, yet 
ſhe certainly had a welch accent, which, to 
the refined ears of Mrs. Forreſt, and her la- 
dies, ſounded a little uncouth; and, as Wini- 
fred's was a barbarous jargon of neither Welch 

nor Engliſh, but a bad mixture of both, which 


Lady Meredith, and then joined her ſchool- 


Lord Caſtle Howel gave every charge re- 


. 


9 
1 
1 


. ELLEN. , 


ſhe plainly word never be got nd ot, 
ſhe prudently conditioned for their entire ſe- 
ons. ans 8 3 


Ellen 8 end dl and a tear of re- 
* * filled her eye, at this ſentence, but a mo- 
| | _ ment's recollection, when Mrs. Forreſt ex- 
= plained the reaſon, changed her regret to gra- 
= titude, for ſuch early attention to a defect her 
_ * own/earreproached her with, whenever ſhe 
- ſpoke, or was ſpoken to, by her poliſhed 

© fellows. 

Winifred: was not indeed ſo ent 
but as murmuring had no effect, ſhe quietly 
took her ſtation in the laundry, contenting 
herſelf with making faces, nodding, winking, 
when ſhe ſaw her young lady, and laying out 

the contents of her purſe in fruit, which, as it 
was a breach of Mrs. Forreſt's laws, ſhe took 
a 1 in ſoppiyins ber with. . 


When our young novitiate "add her fare- 


ven 9 to her friends, Lord Caſtle 
Howel 


as 2 0 © * s de 833 LO 
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Howel felt a vacuum he could not eaſily ac- 
count for; he had been lately amuſed by a 
purſuit, that ſuperceded even his botanical ex- 
periments; he had ſpared no time, pains, or 
expence towards bringing the moſt beautiful 
production of nature to the high perfection 
he foreſaw ſhe would reach; he placed 
her where (for this end) ſhe was to paſs a 
conſiderable time, in a temporary ſecluſion 
from the world, and his viſits were no longer 
neceſſary, or 5 80 Wen 
87 2 bro} ad | 
To obſerve, and to aſt, in the expanſion. 
of a young and i ingenious mind; to watch the 
opening talents; to foſter the ſeeds of virtue; 
to <« teach the young idea how to ſhoot,” is 
ſuch an exquiſite feaſt of reaſon, no wonder 
Lord Caſtle Howel's mind rejected in the in- 
ſtant all its former avocations, and recurred 
only to the hours paſſed in ſuch delightful 
employment: Reſtleſs and uneaſy, he pro- 
poſed an excurſion to Briſtol Wells, before 
they returned to London. | 


a EL :L:E TY 


L ard Claverton, though he appeared 3 in- 
1 n and even inattentive, to what was go- 
ing forward, never loſt ſight of his original 
plan; -from the inſtant he beheld Ellen he 
[marked her for his own; rude and ignorant as 
ſhe at firſt appeared, her graces ſoftened on 
his 6bſervation; what ſhe might be made ſtruck. 
bim no Jeſs forcibly than it did Lord Caſtle 
Howel, though without the fame diſintereſted 
dor to aſſiſt the noble work of nature. 


| To be Lord Coats . "ds amuſe- 
ment, as he had early planned, it was no mat- 
'_ *ter how lilile Ellen knew; but to be his oſten- 
:Hble. Miſtreſs, to ſhew him the envied poſ- 

#effor of grace, eaſe, underſtanding, and ſuch 
beauty! ſhe could not know t much ; it was 
indeed curſed impertinent of Lord Caſtle 


Howel to be meddling; an old fool! ſurely he 


might lay out his money to more advantage; 
and ſo thought both Doctor Macſhean and 
Lady Margaret ibut the more attached the Earl 
continued to his young favorite, the more 


difficult of acceſs ſhe would prove to him; to 
Hroct BY wean 


— 


— 


% 


"ELLEN. . an 
weanhim, therefore, from an object on which 


his mind voluntarily turned, when Lord Cla- 
verton could ſo much better diſpoſe of that 


object himſelf, was a point too deſirable and 


important to be neglected; he knew the Doc- 


tor's views in the Caſtle Howel family, and 
the prudential caution with which he proceed- 


ed was an example not loſt on the Peer; the 
Doctor indeed was a Socrates in love. 


Although Lady Margaret aſſured him ſhe 
had realized ſomething very comfortable for 
a matrimonial garniſh; ſhe had only affured 
him, and he was reſolved to have proof; for 
he had no reaſon to fatter himſelf his alliance 
. would be eligible to the Earl, and, as in caſe of 
the worſt, there were many ſnug little things to 
be procured by intereſt, as well for medical as 


other men, he was determined to be ſlow *' 


and ſure; Lord Claverton, therefore, eaſily 
convinced Doctor Macſhean, it was abſolutely 


. 7 . 2 . 
neceſſary to proceed immgdiately to London, 


and Lady Margaret, who was as anxious to 
retain her conqueſt, as his Lordſhip could be 
| N H 2 Mi 
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to ſecure bis, became an immediate convert 
to Mr. Macſhean's opinion; her nervous com- 

plaints returning, ſhe could not live without 

Dr. Warren; ſhe retired to her apartment 

the ſame evening, and continued growing 

worſe till the hour was fixed for their depar- 
ture for ae — 


The Earl employed the laſt morning in 
ſelecting, from the different ſhops, a variety 
of uſeful and ornamental trinkets, which, with 
a purſe very liberally filled, he ſent Ellen, af. 
ter he had taken leave, and Lord Claverton, 

with great apparent modeſty, entreated Lady 
Margaret would have the goodneſs to preſent 
Miſs Meredith, in his name, a very elegant 
little watch, and foſſe montre, as a faint me- 

© morial of the happy hours he had paſſed under 
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the hoſpitable roof of her venerable * : 
father. | 
i Ellen's heart ached, ſeparated from every 
being and every ſcene which happy childhood 
had endeared to her memory, Lord Call : 


5 185 Howel 


ELLEN. mw 


Howel was the rock of her confidence, a ſu- 
perior being, to whom ſhe looked up with a 
mixture of affection and reſpect, ſhe dropped 
involuntarily on her knees, as he took her 
hand, Be ſure you write to me, Ellen,” ſaid 
he, raiſing and preſſing her to his boſom. 
« And me,” ſaid Lady Margaret. 

Lord Claverton coloured, he even trem- 
bled, as he kiſſed the fair hand of Ellen, whoſe 
eyes followed the carriage till it was obſcured 
by the duſt of the London road. x3 685 4 


A 1 ca the buſy: hs which 
for the laſt four months, totally occupied our 
heroine, very favorable to inſtruction and to 
recollection; the avidity with which fhe re- 
ceived the former, rendered her a great favo- 
rite with her governeſs; the mortification ſne 
felt at her own deficiencies, was a ſpur to 
emulation, and the idea of ſurprizing the friends 
ſhe loved with her acquirements, a conſtant 
incitement to application. 2 


„ Mm. Noe 
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No longer in habits of the robuſt exerciſe 
in which ſhe had hitherto: delighted, her per- 
ſon grew delicate, and her air became (from 
the uniſon of improved mind and body) eafy 
and elegant; her manners, ſtill charmingly vi- 
vacious, were ſoft and politely refined; ſhe 
had naturally a ſweet as well as ſtrong voice, 
under Ruzzina it became poſſeſſed of all thoſe 
thrilling: graces, which melt on the ear, and 

reaches. the ſoul of * TS 


The harp, from her early practice, was the 
inſtrument ſhe ſoon moſt excelled on, but her 
general 1 improvements in muſic were aſtoniſh+ 


ingly rapid. 


Winifred, though kept at humble diſtance, 
continued, nevertheleſs, to make Ellen the 
confidant of Mr. Joſeph's conſtant paſſion, 
by ſhewing her the letters ſhe received from 
him; it was not indeed in nature, ſo paſſionate 
a lover ſhould: forget a miſtreſs, of whom his 
Lord ſo often reminded him; nor could Ellen 


help * how frequently Lord Cla- 
. verton 


ELLEN, 181 
verton ſpoke of the pleaſant hours he paſſed; 
at Code Gwyn, and that he propoſed being 
at Bath early in the Spring Seaſon. 


That Nobleman continued to keep up his 
acquaintance in Groſvenor-Street ; and Doc- 
tor Macſhean having ſatisfied himſelf as to 
Lady Margaret's prudent acquirements, took 
a houſe in Conduit-Street, which he elegantly 
furniſhed, and in which he gave handſome 
entertainments to ſelect parties. 


By means of his Patron, and Patroneſs, he 
was getting into ſnug practice ; he kept one 
maid, and two men, at board wages, jobbed 
nis horſes, generally dined with Lord Claver- 
ton, in Portman-Square, and ſupped wih 
Lady Margaret, in Groſvenor- Street. 


Habits and cuſtoms of many years may be 
fuſpended, but v ill not ſoon be totally eradi- 
cated—the Earl, by degrees, returned to his 
botany ; this, however, did not leſſen the plea- 
ſure of Ellen's correſpondence, or prevent his 
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punctually and afſeRtionately anſwering her 


| letters. 


The Lieutenant was an inmate of his houſe, 
and fellow labourer in the botanical experi- 


ments, but although few. noblemen might, 


with more certainty of ſucceſs, aſk a favor of 
the Miniſter, his mind was ſo ſtrangely ab- 
ſtrated from common occurrences, that it 
never once ſtruck him, how deſirable to a 
young officer promotion was; and the Lieu- 
tenant, though panting to be employed, was 


too diffident to drop a ſentence that would 


remind him of it, 


Lord Claverton was often favored with 4 
fight of Ellen's letters, heard of her improve- 
ments, and languiſhed for an opportunity of 


again beholding a face, that (in ſpite of all 
the blandiſhments with which quality and for- 


cune are ſurrounded in London) was ever be- 
Wits, him, 
„ Nek Nobody 


— 
61011 
d. 


Nobody was more eager to pay court to 


every new beauty, to admire, to toaſt ; no- 
body entered with more gout and leſs deli- 


cacy into every faſhionable intrigue, than Lord 


Claverton; his fortune large and indepen- 

dant; his title and family ancient and reſpect- 
able; his face handſome, and his perſon, for a 
man of quality who had been ſeven years in 
the guards, ſtill tolerable: It is not to be 
doubted, but there were fathers, guardians, 


and brothers, who had particularly diſtin- 


guiſhed him, he viſited every where—but the 
fair Ellen ſwam on the ſurface, ſhe floated on 
his imagination, and whatever variety or 
beauty met his eye, fancy painted her in co- 


lours more glowing, and all that pleaſed in the 


many combined in her. 


Intrigue, the buſineſs of his life, when com- 
pared to the tranquil poſſeſſion of Ellen, was 
no longer deſirable; the ſtyle of her writing 
was poliſhed and animated, and what moſt 
charmed him, was, that the ſame innocence 
and inexperience which inſpired and kept hope 
ale, ran through all. 
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A Machiavel in intrigue, no point eſcaped 
him that led to the haven of his wiſhes, and 

in conſequence of his politics, Ellen and Wi- 
nifred had letters by the ſame poſt, which, as 
they are originals, we beg the reader will ac- 
cept in their native dreſs, 


ec Dear ELLEN, 


ec Never let the noble heart deſpair, as we 
te ſay at ſea; for here, when I had been all 
te the year lagging at Lord Caſtle Howel's 
« elbow, and often dining with the firſt Lord, 
* without his ſo much as mentioning me. 
6 To be ſure, he did not think of it, that I 
* muſt ſay, but, God help me, I thought 
« enough of it, I'm ſure. Well, all of a ſud- 
« den, Lord Claverton ſends for me: My 
« brave lad, ſaid he, and hg took my hand, 
40 you are ſo taken up with the Earl, you for- 
ce get your old friend. So, you may be ſure 
_ & ͤapologized - but mark. Says he, I re- 
* member how you fought in the Lion, when 


* you Was s wounded. And ſo I was, Ellen, 
6e 


8 * 


E LLEN I 735 
e thought I ſhould have gone to David 


« Jones's locker. Now, ſays he, I don't 


« like ſuch a brave lad as you ſhould lye by, 
« and ſo go to the Admiralty, and there lies 
« a commiſſion for you. Well, Ellen, I could 
ce not ſpeak, but away I ſcampered, and now 


ec am Captain of the Hyſlop, and we are 


ec ſtationed to the Eaſt Indies, I ſhall go down 
« to take leave of my good father and mo- 
« ther; Lord Claverton is coming to Bath, 
ce and conveys me fo far on my way; you 
« may be ſure I will bring you a cargo of 
« diamonds from India, as big as Potatoes.” 


« From your affectionate uncle, 


« Lewis MEREDITH, - 


c Captain of the Hyſlop Sloop of War.” 


Before this letter was read quite through, 
in the prefence of the governeſs, the voice 
of Winifred, remarkably ſhrill, was heard at. 
the door of the room. ' 
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As Cot ſhall help me, and pleſs me, and 
L wiſh I may co to the tivil himſelf, if T don't 
ſpeak to Miſs Ellen ; why, ſure you are worſe 
than the children of Iſralitiſh, not to let me 


carry my miſtreſs coot tidings, about my ma- 


ſter's ſon, the Captain, who, as Cot ſhall ſafe 
me, will ſoon be an Admiral, and a Commo- 
dore. 


But I tell you no.“ 


ce Tell me nothing, I ſhall tell my miſtreſs, 
and in bounced Winifred, her face in a glow, 
and an open letter in her hand, which ſhe 
eagerly preſented to'Ellen, who, in conform- 
ity to the rule of the ſchool, handed i it to the 


rer 5 


> As Cor ſhall OR me, Mis Ellen, that's 
very civil of you; if you won't read my letters 
yourſelf, I am ſure you need not cive it to 
other people; Pray, Miſs, read it yourſelf, and 


| you! l ſee what a precious coot creat man Lord 
Claverton 18; my Cot! my Cot! I would cive 


forty 


forty coot ſhillings to be at Code Gwyn when 
the news reaches there.” 


This was the exact chord, it 0 on 
all Ellen' s feelings. 


« My dear, dear grandmamma!“ 


« Ay, and my old mafter! As Cot ſhall 
ſafe me, he will not want his wheel chair: Oh, 
what a brave man is Lord Claverton!” 


How happy will it make my aunts?” 


e Yes, and the Reverent too; aye, and Mr, 
Percival dare for to ſay, with Cot's pleſ- / 
ſing, he will co beyond ſea, with the Captain. 
Oh, what a fine man is Lord Claverton!“ 


Such a period has elapſed ſince the name 
of Percival has been mentioned, the reader 
will conclude he has not been much the fub- 
ject of our thoughts, that, however, is a ſecret 
which time _ muſt diſcover — it called a 
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bluſh into Ellen's cheeks, and ſuddenly flops 
ped her rapturous expreſſions of joy. 


Mrs. Forreſt having ſlightly run over Wi- 
nifred's letter, returned it to her, ſaying, it 
was not of importance enough to require Miſs 
Meredith's Pern 


Winifred received it with an air of pique, 
anda fly wink at Ellen, which meant, we'll 
read it together however.” 


The hours of reſt were literally leſs ſo to 
our heroine than any ſhe had hitherto paſſed 
at Bath, ſhe got into a chain of recollections 
which did not befriend fleep, and early in the 
morning Winifred was at her bed-ſide with 


the letter, which, as it is the duty of a faithful 
| hiſtorian to relate facts, I muſt own ſhe had 


not fortitude to decline reading—it ran thus, 
Me deraſt Winny ! 


Ever ſens I ſaw your butiful eys, I never 
« gets any reſt nor never goes no were, but 
4 „„ a 


xii 


« wat i think on you, as for a good noble 
« maſter thank God i have that, an now I 
« muſt tell you my Lord is very grate with 
« the king, an he need only ax and have, and 
cc he has axd the king to make the noble lef- 
cc tenant a Captain, and to be certain if that 
ce 1s not prefering him 1 dont no wat is, it is 
« with ſome peple out of fite out of mind, 
« but God forbid that ſhould be my caſe, or 
« my maſter's, -tho' to be ſure Lord Caſtle 
« Howel mite a done it over and over, but 
e ſyme people will not do themſelves good 
ce nor any one elſe either; an my Lord ſays 
« to me, Joſeph ſais he, I wiſh I could juſt 
« peep in at Code Gwyn, juſt to ſee old Sir 
« Arthur, wen the Captain goes home, and 
ce ſweete Miſs Ellen, and then he ſighs and 
© moans — Oh! Winny, if there is one tru 
ce lover in the herth, it is my maſter, and. 
© me -e ſhall be at bath in a week at fur - 
« deſt.“ e 


Le am till deth do us part 
15 Your true lover . 


© Josꝑph.“ 
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« What a noble man is Lord Claverton,” 

whiſpered Winifred, fearing to awake two 

young ladies, who lay in the ſame Wm 


« He is very 880d indeed,“ ſaid Ellen, «k 


could not have n 


— 


. As to that old fuſty odd 3 Lord 


| Caſtle Howel=-" 


« Huſh, Winifred, J won t 3 you ſpeak. 
pan 626d of him. 


5 


cc As Cot ſhall lle me, Miſs Ellen, 1 be- 


lief you hate Lord nn for HR my 


young me a . man. 


This hd jon put an end to the en- 
verſation, for Winifred's voice and colour was 


ſure to riſe with her 3 and che ladies 


were diſturbed. 


aa 13 cos [2 
From this esd Ellen Began to expect 
the arrival of the Captain and his Patron, a 


kind 


) 
LET RE 


kind of perturbation and ſuſpence agitated 
her, and the ſeeds of vanity, afterwards con- 
ſpicuous in her character, ſhewed itſelf for the 
firſt time. She was unuſually attentive to her 
dreſs, and practiſed an infinite variety of graces 
in order to aſtoniſh-Lord Claverton. 15 


At length the expected viſitants were an- 


nounced. 


Lon Ciarerten bal Menn Mie at 


and much improved, but by the admiration 


with which he appeared to be ſtruck, it would 


ſeem this was the firſt time he had ever ſeen 


her. 


Her hair, no longer partly ſhading and 
partly diſplaying her white neck and fore- 


head, in a profuſion of wild ringlets, was dreſſed 


in the niceſt order; her fine falling ſhoulders 


innured to braces, now, of themſelves, fell in 


the moſt graceful form ; her ſhape, which was 
only ſmall and ſtrait when ſhe came to Bath, 
was forming into woman; her eyes, in 


s | which 
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which a ſaucy vivacity was uſed to play, now 
withdrew from his ardent gaze, and dropped 


465 


in modeſt dignity on the floor. The Captain 


ſaluted her in his blunt way, with, 


te Ellen, you look like an angel, and 'tis an 


angel only can ſpeak my gratitude here,” lead- 


ing her to Lord Claverton. 


Ellen courteſied—< Permit me, my Lord, 
to thank you for my uncle, Sir Arthur, for 
Lady Meredith, for — 

« For yourſelf, dear angel,” interrupted 
Lord Claverton, in a tranſport he could nos 


repreſs, 


Ellen bluſhed, Mrs. Forreſt offered her 


_ congratulations, and the converſation became 


general, 


As the Captain was impatient to pay his 
duty to his parents, that he might be ready 
to fail—and Lord Claverton ſaw, that without 


„ . FS. ,., 
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the particular favor of the governeſs. he could. 
not hope to be admitted, when his friend was 
gone; he aſſailed her in the vulnerable part, 
by a judicious and ſenſible critique on female 
writing, in which he contrived to give hers a 
delicate preference. 


However acceptable to the woman, and 
flattering to the author, the praiſe of a man 


of Lord Claverton's ſenſe and rank ; however 


ſoothing to the vanity to which the wiſeſt of 
the ſex are a little inclined, Mrs. Forreſt's 
own ſtrict conduct, as well as regard to the 
ſacred truſt repoſed in her, by the parents and 
guardians of her pupils, rendered her very 


difficult of acceſs, but Lord Claverton's mind 


was, as before ſaid, a daring and inventive 


one, he ſoon hit on an expedient to remove 


thoſe impediments. 


There are, the polite world el! know, 2 
deſcriprion of women, who, having done 


every thing in their little power, to ſcandalize 


one ſex, and dupe the other in their youth, 
$674: | carry 
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carry their propenſities ſo far into age, as to 
become odious to ſociety; and there are alſo 
even among theſe, ſome, who have art enough 
to ſhield themſelves from general deteſtation, 
by a profuſe expenditure of ill gotten wealth ; 
by playing high, giving ſplendid entertain- 
ments, opening their doors to an indiſcrimi- 
nate mixture of company, and making their 
houſes convenient and agreeable to all par- 
ties; by theſe means they are ſure of getting 
by degrees into ſome ſort of eſtimation: — 
Ladies beginning to get a name, ſuch as miſ- 
treſſes made wives; ladies beginning to loſe 
a name, ſuch as wives made miſtreſſes; old 
women with money who want huſbands; 
young ones, with none, who want any thing 
- that offers; gamblers of both ſexes ; fortune 
hunters, old debauchees, and military ſmarts, 
are ſure to grace their aſſembles; if a 
great deal of money is either won or loſt, the 
high bred ladies will fwallow . the bait, and 
ſo the houſe of a wretch, whoſe character 
1s not only notorious, but n becomes 
3 

M a 


- 


ELLEN. -16s 


Mrs. Elderton, an Iriſh lady of this de- 


ſcription, led the ton at Bath, Lord Claverton © 


was her very old friend, and it was not in 
nature for her to penetrate further into his 
| deſigns than he literally intended. Mrs. For- 
reſt, ſhe ſaid, was a charming ſenſible woman, 


ſhe wiſhed to ſee her ſchool, and Lord Cla- 


verton begged to eſcort her. 


Never was any thing ſo delightful! She 
invited the amiable governeſs and a ſelect 
number of her lovely pupils, to her public 
dinner: If Mrs. Forreſt had a foible it was 
fondneſs for faſhionable company, and though 
ill natured people talked freely of Mrs. El- 
derton, who would not ill natured people talk 
freely of? Mrs. Forreſt thought her ex- 
tremely amiable, and from this period ſhe and 
her ladies were often invited to Mrs. Elder- 
ton's large parties, and often ſupplied Ey her 
with tickets for all public places; as ſhe 
could not object to ſuch flattering attentions 
from her, and as Miſs Meredith was a parti- 
cular favorite, ſhe was always one of her com- 

panions. 


inn 
Panions. Lord Claverton, who was every 
where, took care to be at hand, to pay the 
moſt reſpectful attention to Mrs, Forreſt, and 
the moſt oblique ones to Ellen, 


It had been intended by the Caſtle How- 
els to viſit Ellen, on their return through 
Bath, but an event happened that -detained 
them in London the whole year — this was 
the indiſpoſition of Miſs Capus, (for ſhe had 
never aſſumed the title of Caſtle Howel) the 
unhappy woman had long been afflicted with 
a dropſy, which, at length, baffled the art of 
medicine: When the Doctor pronounced her 

doom ſhe began to think of the hourne, from 
whence there is no return, and fervently im- 
plored Lord Caſtle Howel would deign to 
pronounce his perſonal forgiveneſs; his re- 
fuſal added ſtrength to her naturally peeviſh 
and obſtinate temper, ſhe wearied him and 

Lady Margaret, and finding both inexorable, 
wrote to the ladies Frances and Gertrude, for 
their influence in favor of a dying penitent. 


te Dying! 


33 
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« Dying! and is the wretch really dying ? 
and is it yet poſſible we may live to ſee an 
heir to our family honors we do not deteſt?” 


cried the elder . 


cc forgive every thing if ſhe will but * 
anſwered the younger. 


« What does ſhe fay?” reiumed Lady 


Frances, looking at the letter, She cannot 


die in peace 'till ſhe is forgiven by the Earl.” 
8 Bleſs me,” exclaimed Lady Gertrude, 
ce was there ever any thing ſo fooliſh, not to 


let the creature die! 


Pen and ink was called for, and both the 


ladies ſigned a ſhort letter, requeſting their 


nephew to let his wife die! and to give them 
the earlieſt notice of the happy event, as they 
would immediately leave their ſeat in the 
North, and, notwithſtanding the length and 
expence of the journey, join him in London. 


Rather 
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Rather forced into the meaſure than con- 
vinced it was neceſſary, Lord Caſtle Howel 
took a reluctant journey, where love, in his 
juvenile days often carried him, and exchanged 
forgiveneſs with his ſick wife: But the lady 


did not, as the ſage maidens ſeemed to ex- 


pect, expire immediately, her diſorder turned 
ſo perverſely favorable, it was five months 


doubtful whether the ſtrength of her conſti- 
tution would not at laſt conquer. 


During this time Ellen was purſuing her 
ſtudies, and Lord Claverton not an inſtant 
neglectful of his—he had gained what he con- 
ſidered ſo great an advantage 1n his familiar 
acceſs to Ellen, that he did not doubt, with 


the aid of Wiaifred, but his buſineſs was in a 


fair way; but the ſame object always ſeen in 


the ſame party, and the ſeaſon being arrived 
when it is the faſhion for people to run from 


Bath with as much avidity, as two months 


before they run to it, ſurmiſes began to be 


diſperſed about the few remaining card tables, 


not exactly to the credit of Mrs, Elderton, 
25 and 
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and tending to injure her new friend, the go- 
verneſs; of this Lord Claverton was one of 
the firſt to be acquainted, and as he poſſeſſed 


the happy art of turning moſt common events 
to his own advantage, he was alſo the firſt 
to communicate it to Mrs, Forreſt, who 


was charmed with his candour, and conſi- 
dered his immediately leaving Bath (which 
he proteſted he did ſolely on her account) 
as a very proper and delicate compliment: 


Thus then he leſt Bath in high favor, and 
proceeded to his houſe on the foreſt in as 
high ſpirits, to prepare for the reception of the 
little charmer, who he was reſolved to allure 
thither, when he returned, which he intended 
ſhould be very early in the winter ; but fate 


had otherwiſe diſpoſed of her. 


It was Augult before Lord Caſtle Howel 
could ſend his aunts the account of his en- 


franchiſement ; 1t was September before they 


arrived in town; in October Mr. Meredith 
brought a card from Lord Caſtle Howel, to 
VOL, 1. | I BE requeſt 
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7 tO ELLEN. 
requeſt Miſs Meredith might be conſigned 
to his care. Mn | . 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe the wild ſenſa- 
tions of joy our heroine felt af this unex 
pected ſummons ; ſhe could hardly believe 
ſhe was indeed going home to Code Gwyn, 
to ſee all the dear relatives on whom ſhe till 
doated; nor was Winifred leſs delighted; 
they ran from room to room, embracing and 
congratulating each other; the cloaths were 
haſtily packed, not without fome little mur- 
muring from Mrs. Forreft, who really felt 
regret at parting ſo ſuddenly with a pupil for 
whom ſhe had the moſt perfe& friendſhip; 
the chaiſe was at the door before ſix the next 
morning, and, attached as Winifred was to 
Joſeph, ſhe even neglected to appriſe him of 
their journey. 


The carriage, though they travelled poſt, 


bore no proportion to the celerity of Ellen's 
ideas; ſhe remembered every town they went 
through on their way to Bath, flept at the 


ſame 


_— ' 


nail, _ oo © _ goin. _ Bend. wt 
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ſame inns, and, at length, eagerly recogniſed 
the turning from Caſtle Howel road to Code 
Gwyn; but at the ſtone ſtyle of the church 
there was no Percival Winifred looked too, 
« Well, Cot forcive me!” cried ſhe, recollect- 


ing her broken promiſe. 


The carriage paſſed with great velocity, 
and ſoon ſtopped at Code Gwyn. The fame 


placid benevolent countenances and affec- 
tionate hearts — the ſervants, the houſe, ex- 
actly in the ſtate ſhe left it, raiſed a thouſand 


tender ſenſations in her mind ſhe flew ra- 
ther than ſtepped from the chaiſe, the ſer- 
vants were clamorous in their joy, and the 
family mingled tears with embraces; Wini- 
fred was received with vaſt deference in the 
ſervants hall, and even her uncle and aunt 
called her Mrs. Winifred. Ellen fancied ſhe 
ſaw a furrow more on her grandfather's cheeks, 
and ſometimes a penſive glance ſhoot from 
Lady Meredith's eye, but as joy and tender- 
neſs were moſt predominant, this was the fancy 


I 2 of 


HE. E L I E N. | 
of the moment, ſhe retired early by Lady 


| | Meredith's deſire, and never did innocence 
enjoy more fweet repoſe. 


CHAP. XII. 


HE next morning the momentary ob- 
ſervations made the preceding night 
were renewed, an unaccuſtomed gravity pre. 
ſided in every countenance. 


L 


«Set by me, my love, my own Ellen, 
faid Lady Meredith, taking her hand. 

4 Well, my child, ycu have been a travel 
ler, does not our pls houſe appear little and 


| contemptible, after — 


ce Dear 


oC 


ht 


= 


* L I E N. 173 
00 Dear madam, what are you ſaying ? - 2 
Little! conternptible! tis a paradiſe I Wil 


to live and die i W 5 


| Lady Meredith kiſſed der forehead, “But 


« Changes! What changes! What do you 


mean? Speak out, my dear grandmamma.“ 


Lady Meredith heſitated. I knew I could 


not, your uncle will retire with you, he will 


read you ſome letters,” 


Ellen ſtood up — * This moment, then, 
dear Sin,” faid ſhe, © Gor t kcep me in ſuſ- 


pence,” 


He accompanied her to another room 
But it is now neceſſary to carry my reader 
back to ſome family anecdotes which we have 


barely nn at. 
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174 ELLEN, 


The want of an heir in the Caſtle e 


family was a ſubject of the ſevereſt regret to 


every part of that branch of it in which the 


titles and eſtates were now veſted ; on demiſe 


of the preſent Earl it returned to the deſcend- 
ants from a ſecond ſon, whoſe repreſentative, 


à libertine on principle, had actually, with ſe. 


cret and falſe profeſſions of love, deceived 


ANG + 
{1 3 7 5 nn 
** * o 


both his couſins, Lady Frances and Lady 


Gertrude Howel, at the ſame time that an 
_ artful and low-bred woman had drawn him 


into a private marriage; the children of this 
low union were the preſumptive heirs of 
Caſtle Howel ; the father braved the reſent- 


ment of the injured ladies, the wife ſcoffed, 
at, and the ſons derided it. At the death of 
Lord Caſtle Howel's wife the exaſperated 


virgins diſcloſed the full extent of provoca- 
tion to a hatred ſo inveterate ; and it was then 


that they entreated him to be the avenger of 


their injured honor, by taking a wife from 


| whom they might hope a diſappointment to 
1 8 wicked couſin; ; both ladies offering to 


ſettle 


* 


ELLEN. „ 


10 ſettle their hee fortune on the ide of ſuch 


marriage. 


* 


Lord Caſtle Howel fancied himſelf attached 


to Ellen, merely as a beautiful and amiable 


child; but now, urged to make choice of a 
wife, from family reaſons, his heart claimed a 


different intereſt in her, and that choice in- 


ſtantly fell on Ellen. 3 


- 


He . "Rp to his 3 and to his 
aunts: : — Lady Margaret, in her heart, little 
caring who poſſeſſed Caſtle Howel after her 


time, was only ſolicitous to retain the good 


things of it, as long as ſhe could, to herſelf; 
it was, therefore, a a very unpleaſant thing to 


hear her brother talk of a wife at all ; but, if 
he muſt marry, certainly the young thing he 
choſe would be more governable than a town 
lady; and, ſeeing it was not to be avoided, 


cntered, with a tolerable grace, into an ani- 


- mated deſcription of the fair Ellen to her 


aunts. 
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When old ladies get certain matters into 
their heads, it is marvellous with what ad- 
dreſs they conduct them; they would not 
ſuffer his Lordſhip to ſleep before he wrote 


his propofals to Sir Arthur Meredith, en- 


cloſing the card to Mrs. F orreſt, in conſe- 
quence of which our heroine returned to 
Code Gwyn. 


| This e chen, was the i "Rp | 
on which all the movements at Code Gwyn 
depended. Mr. Meredith opened the buſi- 


neſs with becoming gravity, he read the Earls 
letter through with as little variation of voice 


as if it had been a church brief, when finiſhed 


he laid it down, and looking ' anxiouſly at 
Ellen, ſaw ſuch unfeigned aſtoniſhment in her 


countenance, ſuch a vague indefinite attempt 


at recollection, that he aſked if he ſhould read 
it again, and again went through it with the 
fame inflexible gravity, and laid it down „ Walt- 


ing for her anſwer, 


« What 


ELLEN. 1 


ec What i is all this,” cated Ellen, 6e 1 cannot 
underſtand you; is it Lord Caſtle Howel, 
who has been ſo good to me, that writes 


oo Oo : 


cc Than is no other Lord Calle Honel, 5 
Ellen.“ 


« And has he been diſgracefully married? 


And is his wife now only dead? I never be- 
fore heard he had one. And is it poſſible? 

Can ſo grave, ſo wiſe a man, act ſo much like 

a ſimpleton? Me! Does he want to marry 

me! Such a thoughtleſs giddy girl as me ! 
Uncle, are you not Ng ſorry ?”? 


0 Sony, my dear, for what?” 


* That ſo reſpeable a 1 ſhould bs 


ſo * ridiculous.” 


ec Then, N ſaid: Mr. Meredith, ſtill more 


| gravely, “ you will not accept his Lordſhip's 5 


offer? dos ; 


1 1 « Accept 


11 n. 
Accept it, no, 20 be ſure, you vc 


wiſh me to tte mw yet, much leſs an 
old man WP 


15 Bur he is an Earl, Ellen.” - 


60 «So And the ani bs folly will be 
more conſpicuous.” 


ee bee aft ig oer priccipal.ob- 
je®tion, ſuppoſe we NOTION un" of 
onſummate wiſdom? : 


_ Nobody doubts your logic, uncle, when 
your heart is in the . en but N 
chat is not the caſe now.“ 


60 « And ah my ane 0 you hope ſo?” 


«c « Becauſe I fee 1 ſhall be- 0 ſtubborn.” 


* | nga. That is not like you, Ellen, o be * 
3 | meciatly ſtubborn. 


* by 


« 


9. cant hep iel ads maid 


Mr. Meredith te 2 Am 1 to give this 
3 2 will n to ela father 1 n 


0 No, 1 405 to them np drecuy: ; 
or, if you r uncle, tell me, upon 
your honor, do you think they wiſh me to 
_— Lord Caſtle EY el 65: vie} 


= You aſk me on my honor Ellen? PL. 


Mr. Meredith an FE gen hem'd, my 


drew Ellen's chair nearer his own. 


All the concerns, engagements, and inte- 
reſts of this family, had hitherto been conu- 
ducted with ſuch confidence in each other; ſo 
little reſerve, either among themſelves or to- 
wards the world; the fo-days were ſo exactly 
like the yeſterdays, fo little ſeemed to be 
| hoped from the future, that conid leſſen the 
enjoyments of the preſent; ſo little to fear, 
_— in the eternal ſeparation, for which 
1 6 85 every 


| fire of riche 


whicl 


- ; ! 


A 32 5 * 6 ? . 3 
— — 4 . 
8 4 2 . 
- „ N 
J * me 
o 2 d 8 * 


ry member o n e degree pre- 
| pared, that Ellen could only ſuppoſe the ap- 
parent agitation of Mr. Meredith proceeded 


from ſome intereſt he took in the affairs of 


Ltd Caſtle Howel ; or, that he was diſap- 
pointed in her rejection of fo ſplendid an offer: 
In the former cafe, her own heart, open to 
ſympathy, and-generouſly alive to every ſen- 
fation of pity, was ready to adopt his inqui- 
etudes; but in the latter, as ambition, or a de- 
es, had not yet biaſſed one thought, 
ſhe ſat down predetermined, to combat his 
N ad retain n own en 0 


— 7 * 


os was 55 Ellen MC IO for Mr. Me- | 


redith's change of countenance, and reflec- 
tions like theſe occupied her during a filence, 


V 0204404 cf every effort on his part, to 
r his "Fed ITE what he had 


further to __ 3 by” * I++ : ? o 2 7 * 1 # 
. 1 8 | 1 


855 och Ellen? be aid ſhe tooakels . 


q the laſt happy hour ſne was to ſpend at 


Code 2 ur paſt; that the morn- 
| $1979 1 | ings 


ELLEN. , 1 - e 


ings of trandullling; the noon of eaſe; and the 


evening of peace, had abandoned the habi- 
tation 1 * Arthur een and tus fore- 


F 4 
1 * 4 
x» * 

0 
* 


dropped from his eye and fell on Ellen's 


cheek, but aſhamed of a weakneſs, degrading, - 


as he thought, to manhood and chriſtianity, . 
again he hem'd, and in a voice, which, though 
tremulous at firſt, ſoon acquired its uſual 
ſtrength: He informed her, that from va- 


rious and accumulating expences, ſome of 875 
which could not be avoided, Sir Arthur had 


been induced to borrow money of a rich 
© neighbour, © Perhaps,” ſaid he, ſighing, ce it 
would have been better we had not been ſo 
readily ſupplied ; had. any difficulty attended 
our borrowing, we ſhould. have recollected 
the ſtil} greater difficulty of repaying : My 
father's infirm ſtate of health ; your father and 
Mother's death; my mother's grief, which a 


long time endangered. her life; my own natural 


indolence of temper, are no excuſes, though 


BY — 


Before Mr. Meredith could ſpeak, A; tear 


1 
X 1 
1 
3 4 
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they were complicated cauſes of our _ 
; 45% Tn a — 


The equality of Mr. Meredith's temper 
here gave way to the exceſs of his feelings! 
again :the big tear dropped 'on the cheek of 
his equally agitated auditor, who, totally un- 
acquainted with money concerns, and never 
having heard of pecuniary wants, except any 
of her (ſchool fellows: had been particularly 
. profuſe, wants, which the liberality of her 
| patron, and the generoſity of her own. heart, 
enabled her to ſupply, could comprehend 
very little of what Mr. Meredith wiſhed to 
diſoloſe; ſhe underſtood, indeed, for the firſt 5 
time, that Sir Arthur had not every thing 
in his own power ; that Lady Meredith was 
not happy ; that her uncles and aunts muſt 
therefore be in affliction, and that the origin 
of theſe evils was borrowing money of a rich 
friend : All this was new, but it was enough ; 
for Ellen, the relatives ſhe loved: were in _ 
eee D% Oe e 


£ 
Z — 


« How 
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How miſtaken have I been,“ ſaid ſhe, 
e I thought the bleſſings and comforts of the 
world were made on purpoſe for the good, I 
knew you were all good, and did not doubt 
* you had wy thing you wanted.” Mi 


Mr. Meredich n 8 we may not, 
Ellen, be in poſſeſſion of this family manſion 
another year.” | 


Ellen ſtarted. 


cc We have notice of the forecloſure of ws 
mortgage.” | 


= Mortgage! Who, what is that? Not live 
in our own houſe. How can my grandpapa | 
live any where elſe ? it is impoſſible, he will 
die, he will break his heart; his wheel- chair, 
you know, would not run, en 2 
except the fave was "eu even!“ | 


That, that and my iti mother! s feel- Io 
10gs, is all that alle me; for, as to the reſt, 1 
as my houſe —* 


— 67, epoch _ | 


MO BLLES 15 
Oh, dear! I dare ſay we could all live 
very eaſy there; but who is this ee 2 
What © right has he??? 
be 

Mr. Meredith . thn Big he mean ning 
* mortgage, and forecloſure, and, to her fur- 
ther aſtoniſhment, informed her, that their 5 
kind ſriend, John Morgan, Eſquire, was 
the gentleman, whoſe occaſions for money 
was, at this time, ſo preſſing, that though it 
was, as he declared himſelf, with extreme re- 
luctance and diſtreſs of mind he put them to 
any inconvenience, he could not poſſibly do 

without it. Mr. Meredith ſtated the impoſ- 
| — of raiſing the money, the moſt to be 


- 
* 
2 


8 


bhboped for was, to join his father in aſſigning. 


# 
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over the whole eſtate, reſerving only the man- 
; Gon-houſe, a the grounds belonging to it, ; 
for the life of; his parents, and even this he 

doubted - whether Mr. Morgan would or 
could agree to: He continued, that it was 
| 2 ſhe ſhould know the very narrow 
.| in which all their. future hopes of 
damon * 5. before ſhe my” reſolved to 


"my 
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z forego the neiofiperity; and advantage a : 
were offered to her in Lord Caſtle Howel's 


alliance ; he truſted; that while he lived he __ 
ſhould have a peaceful aſylum for her beauty 3 


and innocence ; but his life was an uncertain 
tenure, and deſirous as he hoped he always 
ſhould be to put his firm truſt in the God 

of righteouſneſs, he owned, that when he 
looked on Ellen, and recollected the ſtate in 
which bis death would leave her, he dared 
not expreſs his feelings: My health, my 


; dear Ellen; added woe 7211 e en * Be 


1 Ellen fixed bis cearful! _ on his pale 58 . 
| and reſumed Lord Caſtle Howel's letter; the 
ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment which at firſt filled 
her was no more, ſhe read it over in anxious 
ſearch of ſomething alleviating of the bois by 
_—y of her n e | 


Has Lord Caſtle Howel power?“ ad 1 | 
ſhe, in a half whiſper, to remove e theſe mis - 
| fortunes 3 . 5 | 


* © *% : : 
8 * ” 4 8 5 
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b Meredich gendy took the leer fin 
n «He has it eee his ala to ſhield 


+2 And is that all?” cried the, whh vivacity, | 


as if a load of anguith had been removed from 
her heart, « then never mention his propoſal 


more: Bur you ſee that he ſtill promiſes to be 


my Patron and protector, a much morehonor- 


able as well as ſuitable character for him. If, 
indeed; he could have made my dear grand- 
father happy, and-ſatisfied that ugly man, who 


I always hated, though he uſed to bow ſo low, 
and flatter me ſo much, 1 belleye 1— 


2 


The ny em a which Ellen FRY 


fied herſelf it was not in Lord Caſtle Howel's 


power to make her family happy; and the joy 
that darted from her eyes, when ſhe declared 


the would hear no more of his propoſals, 


were ſuch convincing proofs, not only that 


>] 
the 


1c} But 
as he can't, you know uncle, we vil x prey 0 

(God, and truſt in God, 2 eee en can. 
* en n happen.” Fer 5 


the dazzling offer of making her a Counteſs 


had no weight, but that her heart recoiled 


from the diſproportionate union; Mr. Mere- 
dith could not prevail on himſelf to hint what 


really was true, though he was too generous 


to urge it as a plea in favor of the marriage, 


. that Mr. Morgan's neceſſity would certainly 


give way to his reſpect for a family allied to 
Lord Caſtle Howel, beſides the likelihood 
that his Lordſhip would aſſiſt ſo old and re- 


if ſhe acceded to the Earl's propoſal ſhe would 
add to thewretched liſt of young females, who, 
with the beſt of diſpoſitions, bound to men for 
whom they have no predilection, feel 200 late 


they have hearts as well as hands, he reſolved 


0 communicate his ſentiments to his father, 
and ſpare his niece any ſolicitation on a ſub- 
Ie, againſt which his own heart revolted. 


ts 


ſpectable a relation of his young bride; but 
_ theſe and many other flattering. probabilities 
which might follow, was diſregarded when 
he ſaw her heart was averſe ; convinced that. 
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Tke enen chat threatened the code 
Se family was not likely to remain con- 
cealed from domeſtics, Who would be. ſuch 
ſharers in the common misfortune. Mrs. 
Griffiths cried ſo violently in communicating 
it to Winifred, that it was neceſſary for her to 
take a portion of her own double diſtilled 
peppermint water; and Mr. Griffiths was too 
Lande rake: ne pipe. e 


hor 1. Gonified “ the bailif ſaid, ec to 
manure that meadow, or crop this 1 it is 


too 5 0805 for old eg 


1 14 W laffitude and defpir kd the 
4 3 induſtry, and in the common aſpect of 
domeſtic management, things, 1 in the vulgar 
Lau r were Ses e going te to "eſt ad ruin. 


: 2M little Bower Ge which Ellen 105 
had made, in a corner of the pad- 
dock, was the only ſpot that ſhewed a careful 
manager; the thickſet hedge, ſet by herſelf, 


5 was cut in the n e, and particularly 
„„ Lo e 
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thriving; ; the ſmall parterre, edged with box 
and - mignionet, which forming a double cy= _ 
pbher of P E and E M, was filled up with the 
choiceſt flowers in ſucceſſion, and appeared 
in continual bloom. © © 


Ellen obſerved her garden as they drove 
up to the houſe, and longed to reviſit the 
ſcene of her childiſh labour and amuſement; 
as ſoon, therefore, as Mr. Meredith left her, 
ſhe took her hat and began her little walk ; 

croſſing the paddock, ſhe was overtaken by 
| Winifred, with ſwollen eyes and grief-worn 
countenance, her ſighs, not quite ſo gentle as 
the zephyr, nor her moanings ſo ſoft. or har- 
monious as the dove, little affected her gen- 
tle miſtreſs, who, truth to ſay, had already 
forgot the mortgage, forecloſure, the offered 
marriage, and even the affliction of Sir Ar- 
thur, and walked along with her eyes fixed 
on the ſpot ſhe was approaching, every other 
faculty n abſorbed 1 in chat of thinking. 


The tivel tak WER and all 1 falſe hearted 
nn quoth Winifred. 


N 1 ph 
* 4 | 
on ? . ; 5 
} | n 
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190 ELLEN” 
Elen was filnt 


| 1 Thar Squire Meant is a tivel in garnet; 
no wonder his houſe his haunted by a great 
| black tog in a winding ſheet. a | 


Elen advanced to che wicket, 


Why to be mur, Cot Almighty will let 
the tivel fetch him in a whiflwind; his own 
tear ſweet taughter was left to be ſtarved 

_ alife, wing now, you ſee, he has no chick nor 
child.” 


7% Elen ben and gazing on a beautiful 
paſſion flower, that twined round every buſh 
in . A er e and fweetly ſung, 


: * Ale hee di B tend 
5 R cup oneel 


\« « Are you there, Winifed = 


- = Yew, Aae whined: Wirdfred, who 
e ſhe had expats her ſtock of ſorrow, 


* 


ELLEN: 5 19 


thought, on the ſtrength of her aunt's ente, 
the _ fall be doleful. 


— 


* 


bes Don t you > think it very ; odd, Winifred? py. 


« Yes inteet, ; Miſs, Cot Frag us all out of 
our ie | 5 BD ; 
8 Why, whats 11 matter? cried Ellen 
ien, 8 | 


Winifred ed but preſently conjecturing 
that it was poſſible Ellen was not yet ac- 
quainted with the impending misfortune, and 
that it did not ſignify whetfier ſhe was or not, 
as it was not in n her re to do * man 


0 © as I 1 Miks þ kdon's homer WER 
is the matter, but chat laay tog of a gartner | 
have let all * are Wb n e 
die. ” Fob | 


* 


2 Bur don't © you ; think it v y 06, ha" 


„Hod 1 


9 8 ; &= g 
# a 3 
* N : . 
* 5 7 


Hod, no, Mis; 1 think aokbing hod-i in 
| world, fince David, the Parſon's man, 
n the e fill room maid, of Caſtle Howe. . 

N 


David a at tha inſtant Ms Rey with a «pad 


and * pot, but 8 aloof. 


- 


ce But, Winifred, 9 is 1 of per- 


cival Evelyn; is it not very odd he is not 


Jen with my uncle? 


1 Not c hod at al Mis, becauſe he 18 2370 


2 1 * 4 b * — . , * - by 
; x ® 3% 
— 3 2 : © >. 4% 


DD «To 0 college!” 1 


ce « Why, to a = 1 5 „ poor 


poy. you know he has not cot a praſs 
fardin of fortinz and ſo, as my aunt ſays, our 
poor tere Reverent does all the coot he can 


for every poty, and ſo he is to be his ciratd; 


Ne petter as no preat.“ 


* . gs 5 , 
cl ee e An voy n 10. 
„ 10 


3 « God forbid,” faid Ellen, nicely, te Per- 


cival Evelyn ſhould ever want bread.” 
6 cc Amen! 
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« Amen! amen! pray Cot, Miss; and I'm 
ſure it would be a marcy if Mr. Joſeph and 
Lord Claverton was to hear of our trouples 


L 


and our miſeries and come to 


Winifred was never guilty of thinking, but 
if ſhe had ſtudied for an unfavorable moment. 
all her life to mention his Lordſhip, ſhe could 
not have ſucceeded better. | 


Lord Claverton !” ſaid Ellen, ſeornfully. 5 


1 You baer Miſs, bow many fine places 
he treated you to at Bath,” . 5 


1 T hate him.“ 
*« And you forget, Miſs, he made your un- 
cle a pr wr Hut the ſin of ungrateful 1 is worſe 
even as dea 


« Ahl Winifred, ſo I had but Iwiſn I could 
ſee Percival Evelyn; don't you think he will 
make a very handſome parſon?” 18 
— cc Humph, 


10% ICE | ELLEN. 


7 — 


enn well enuf for a \parſon!” * 
het Sos * ; uncle's man wair for? 


Winifred, e handed out ee 
times for you, Mr. Tavy, to be ſtanding with 
your hands in your packets, E n your 
1 bock. 


Nature FRY the fame 8 every 
where. David, who had been a kind of 
dangler to Winifred, and had often experi- 
enced her mild temper, expected, as he had 


preſumed to marry. another, he ſhould not 
- eſcape without a ſatyrical fling, he took no 


notice of her, but leifurely advanced to the 
little n and began to work. 


- At pray 1 to 1 here? 
I dare fay the parſon's garden will employ 
you.” : 


Why Mrs. Winifted, nobody ſet me to 


work, but as I am not-like: fone; folks, ſay. 


One 


= 2. 222% pa 
one thing and do another I Rae to WB 


Mr. Percival when his back*s turned as well 
as when I ſee him; and fo,” bowing to Ellen, 
who having been two years in England, and 


being moreover dreſſed in a ſuperior ſtyle, 
he had not preſumed to accoft, although he 
had formerly been one of her favorites, © and | 
fo, as he ſaid, he valued every little ſeed fet - 
in Miſs Ellen's garden more than gold; Þ 

promiſed I'd take care of it, and I think, Mrs. 


Winifred, (leaning on his ſpade, and looking 


_— ly round) þ think = — =_ my 


wor 


The hint of broken promiſes called the 
colour into Winifred's guilty cheeks; ſhe 
could not help recollecting certain tokens, and 
certain promiſes, all of which ſhe had moſt 
unconſcionably ſuffered to ſlip her memory: 
But it requires a greater mind than her's to 


feel a fault and own it, particularly to an in- 


ferior, for, ſo ſhe, who was addreſſed by a 
Lord's valet, conſidered the parſon's' man of 
all work; ; with as haughty a look, W as 
N — the 
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rer. 


. the 3 aſſume, ſhe endeavoured to hide 8 
| ber guilt, and turned out of the garden, leav- 
ing Miſs Ellen and David to look at the im- 


provements and talk of Percival: This was a 
ſubject not eaſy exhauſted—ir would have 


Lifted a long ſummer's day without intermiſ- 


. fion; and Ellen was ſummoned to dinner be- 
fore ſhe was tired of David's ſtore of anec- 
dotes of what Percival ſaid, how he looked, 
and what he had done. 


rer. xin. 


5 [ 
* 4 


met from the family, on her entering 
the added to a harmony of ſpirits, which 
ſee to have taken poſſeſſion of her in the 
garden ; and after dinner ſhe brought down 


her ſtore of baubles and rinkets, and made 
| preſent | 


HE affectionate reception our heroine 


* 
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# 


preſents from them to all the fam ly; ; not a 


word was faid either of Lord Caſtle Howel, 
or Mr. Morgan, and the week 1 with 
rranquilliry. 


After church, on a-Sunday; the family dined 
at the parſonage, where Mr. Meredith had 


been making ſome alterations—he had turned 


his ſtudy, which adjoined the large parlour, 
mto a bed chamber; he had been very atten- 
tive to the raiſing the gravel walk even with the 
glaſs folding doors, and had alſo made 


folding doors to the entrance: Lady Mere- 


dith's eyes filled, as her ſon explained to her, 
in a whiſper, theſe ſeveral alterations, and 
Ellen actually gaſped for breath when a recol- 


lection of the converſation with her uncle, 


ſuggeſted the uſe intended to be made of 
them. 


The i image of Percival, the anticipation of _ 


his return, the many ſecretly projected ram- 
bles, which, for the laſt week had kept her 


mind in a kind of rapeurpus delirium, now 


K 3 i 


— 
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. Ager; and in their room, her e 
Parents, deprived of all the natural comforts of 
their inoffenſive lives, driven from the ſeat of 
their anceſtors, their large family thronged 
ito the parſonage, and ſubjected to incon- 
vemence and mortification—appeared in ſuch 
terrible colours, that, unable to repreſs her 
tions, ſhe haſtily left the fide of Lady 
| Meredith, and ran to an arbour in the garden, 


Phere 4 violent burſt of tears relieved, with- 


_ out xemoving from her 
e bad railed there. | 


| By the thiekſet * before hor lay th 
dad to Caſtle Howe), on the inſtant ſhe 
iſed her eyes a ſervant, in the Earl's livery, 
Approached, he pulled of his hat and rode on. 
This little incident carried recollection back 
to Lord Caſtle Howel — His kindneſs had 
-- inſpired her with a grateful affection, and his 


Z knowledge both of men and books had im- 
preſſed on her mind a reſpect ſuperior to 
what ſhe felt for any other perſon; ſhe 


wert! to think, that, perhaps, ſhe was nou 0 
| ob) 


ELLEN. 199 


abject of hi 2 1 for ever nen of 
his * 


She Wie her 1 a ſecond time, and ſaw 
Squire Morgan trotting by towards the par- 
ſonage, he ſaw her too, but not with his uſual 
ſervile look, he turned his bent brow haſtily 
from her, and without the {malleft inclination 
= his head paſſed on. 


ova impulſe AS iden „ 


ſhe alſo darted towards the houſe : Mr. Mor- 


gan, the ſuppliant humble Mr. Morgan, who 

would never take a chair before every indi- 

vidual of the family were feated, now fat in 

great ſtate in the arm chair, with his hat on, 
though in the preſence. of Lady Meredith, 
who was ſmelling her ſalts and trembling 

every limb—his voice no longer ſoft and in- 

ſinuating, but ſtern and diſcordant. = 


« Sir, I have never received a ſhilling in- | 


tereſt for any of the ſums I advanced, people 
will make r me pay and I muſt be paid.” 
| K 4 A 
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The propoſal J made you, Sir,” anſwer- 


ed Mr. Meredith, „of leaving Code Gwyn. 
houſe and lands to my parents, during their 
lives, on condition of 9950 e Pn al 
n claim.” 


«Tt * do, Mr. Parſon, it won't do; I 


have-lerit more than the value of the eſtate, 
and muſt immediately take it into my own 
hands to bring myſelf home; I began the 

world with half a crown, and have no er 


WT 


* 
+ £ 
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* tf that is Ree fo,” ſaid | Lady 1 Meredith, 
; Pa ee it is but juſt Mr. Morgan ſhould D 


"i ale care of himſelf: TO long, — 


n am ſure Iam very much cm, Ma- 
dam, but your Ladyſhip will pleaſe to recol- 
lect, I am an bumble, a very humble man, my 


money has been got by dint of hard labour, 


I have no pretenſions to gentility.”” 


ce Say 


\ 


F ELLEN. | _ 


ce Say ne no more, Sir, ſay no more,” ſighed 


A 


Lady Meredith, 


« You may ſtay a month or two, or even 
al W 


| Lady Meredith drew out her handkerchivt | 
and Ellen throwing herſelf on her knees, hid. 
her face? in her ps and wept aloud. 


7 


Miſs Meredith never, in all the romances 


ſhe had read, met with any misfortune which 


was the conſequence of running in debt, nor | 
had ſhe heard of a ſingle knight who was 
armed againſt a forecloſure ;. but ſhe had long 
conſidered Mr. Morgan as the demon of 


avarice, and not doubting but this was his 


hour of triumph, was ſecretly praying for a. 


whirlwind to carry him away. 


Miſs Agnes wept becauſe her mother 


wept, for let what would: happen ſhe had a: 


voy comfortable ſtock. of wool and cheeſe, | 205 


R 5 Mr.. 
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Mr. Morgan aroſe and was ſtalking. to- 


_ er the door, when, caſting a contemp- 
- tuous glance at Ellen, © I am ſorry to ſee your 
_- grandaughter returned on your hands, what 
good will her fine learning do her now? Aye 
aye, I have ſeen many ſuch freaks in my time, 
Lord Caſtle Howel would have done a more 
charitable thing to get her a good ſervice,” 


At this inſtant the ſound of a carriage was 

heard, Mr. Morgan had hardly time to untie 
the filk handkerchief from his neck, and take 

_ off his hat, before Lord Caſtle Howel, his 
aunts and ſiſter were in the room. 


round, © can be the meaning of all this?” 


Lady Margaret, whoſe cue it vas to be 
very fond of Ellen, caught her in her arms, 


while the old ladies, with delighted looks, 
_e n her * their ſpectacles. 


3 Dear 


BLLEN.  "—_ 
8 « Dear Lady Meredith, may 5 vithout i 


de dg ?” ſaid the Earl, — 


The agitation of Lads Meredith's colts b 


the mortification ſhe had ſuffered from Mor- 
gan's behaviour, the agonies of her heart at 


the proſpect before her, and now the ſudden 


appearance of the Caſtle Howel family, ſo 
humiliating to all pride of circumſtance 


© overpowered her weak frame; in making 
an effort to riſe, ſhe ſunk ſenſeleſs on the 
floor; the cries of the affrighted Ellen rent 
the air, ſhe ſcreamed till ſhe was black in the 
face, and, before Lady Meredith was reco- 


vered, had a convulſion fit. 


The two old ladies were frightened out of 


their obſervations; Lady Margaret aſſiſted 


the Miſs Merediths in taking care of their 


mother, and the Farl * n Ellen 
into ow . 


Mr. Morgan, who heard; as he. ſuppoſed: 
from good authority, the Earl's. wife was 
K 6 5 dead, 


been ELLEN. 


dead, and that he would marry immediately, 


Fur concluded Ellen was ſent home and done 
with. 


| Lord Claverton's deſigns being inſidious 


and wicked, were of a ſtamp ſo accordant 
to his own principles, he was preſently 
maſter of them: But Lord Caſtle Howel's 
actions being the entire reſult of innate honor 
and refined ſentiment, were enveloped in a* 
myſtery he could not penetrate ; facts, how- 
ever, were ſtubborn things: If his Lordſhip 
had got a bride, and one of the ſtrangers was 


her, ſhe was of too antient a date to leſſen 


the intereſt of the. beautiful Ellen, on whom 
he looked with delight at his entrance, and 
for whoſe diſtreſs he ſeemed to ſuffer ſo 
much. The crafty obſerver, therefore, had 
© now to fear, the beauty of the grandaughter 


1 


would raiſe a friend to reſcue the eſtate out 


of his hands. It may here be aſked, if ava- 
rice was Mr. Morgan's motive for calling in 


his money, why he ſhould not rather rejoice. 


at an event that promiſed payment without 


ELLEN: WT 


ſo unpopular a ſtep, as the forecloſure of the 
r ? And * we . 


Aang to the old aſſeſſments of the 


eſtates, the mortgage and intereſt really 
awmounted to its value, but when it is remem- 
bered, the tenants and their deſcendants had, 


at their original rents, lived and died in their 
farms, allowing for the increaſing value 


of laaded property, the advantage of ſeizing 
on a complete manor, at the price it would 
have fetched five hundred years back, muſt 
be obvious; beſides this, enveloped in the 
deepeſt receſs of a heart devoted to avarice, 
fraught with hypocriſy, and ſwelling with 
malice, lay concealed ſchemes, and motives. 

too RS A to = at once unravelled. f 


It had been the cautious policy of this. 


man's life to lay his plans, and bring them ſtep 
by ſtep to light; this caution and policy were 
now in their full vigour ; he inſtantly: changed 
his meaſures, all the impenetrable prudence. 
which had froſted over his. features before the- 

Earl. 
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4 « But he will 3 grandpapa, he wil 


Earl entered, vaniſhed ; the ale handkerchief | 


which gave him, purpoſely, a ruffian-like ap- 
pearance to Lady Meredith, now ſerved to 
rub an uncommon redneſs into his eyes—he 


followed the Earl into the garden, where he 


found him recovering and ſoothing the poor 


Ellen, who no ſooner ſaw Mr. I 


ſhe ſhrieked out, Oh, ſave me, ml dear 
E e eee e e 


Mr. Morgan bowed to the MY 


$a 2 What man, my Elten ; ; be compoſed, no- 
body n n you.” 


kill my dear grandmamma, he is going to 
turn us all out of Code Gwyn, and take our 
houſe from us, and my uncle will be obliged 


| to keep us at the parſonage : Pray, my dear 
Lord, if it is at all in your 0 


armen _ 


ELLE N. 20 


Lord Caſtle Howel turned pale with als; 
rifle; ; he knew the rapacity of Morgan's 
character, the fawning ſervility of his deport- 
ment had not impoſed on bim; he penetrated 
the thin diſguiſe of affected humility, and 
never deigned to take the ſmalleſt notice of 
kim, except what his own ſenſe of politeneſs 
enforced, when he ſometimes joined the hunt, 

and partook his public dinner. 285 


| Mr. ; Morgan again bowed very m ce M y 
Lord, I humbly crave your Lordſhip —” 


The Earl, impatient to adminiſter conſo- 
lation to the venerable matron within, as well 
as to ſet at reſt the heart of Ellen, re- 
queſted Mr. Morgan would go to Caſtle 
Howel directly, promiſed to follow him in 
{ix minutes, and having haſtily conſigned 
Ellen to the care of Lady e imme- 
den Joined the MSI 


- The reſult Kg a Win ſhort „ 
vas, Mr. Wee getting into the carriage 
with 


| 
| 
\ 
' 
| 


; with his Lontthip, who begged Aue ladies 
would take tea at the parſonage, and he would 
return to eſcort them home. . | 


—— 


147 Meredith, tough n never in Len 5 
had an inbred politeneſs, that rendered her 
the ornament of whatever ſociety ſne was in; 
the apologized, with a truth and grace that 
ſpoke to the heart, for the ſcene they had 
witneſſed ; and deſired Ellen to make tea: 
The old ladies, charmed with the appearance 


of her health and vivacity, were exceedingly 
pleaſed both with their company and repaſt, 
and though it was nine before the carriage 


returned, they were far n . the ä 


: time tedious. 


Mr. Meredith's daf: d Feed eyes 


ſhewed the eſſence of meekneſs and good 
humour, three hours before they had ſtream- 
ed in ſympathy, with the ſorrow of a beloved: 
parent—they now beamed with placidity and 
content; He apologized to the ladies for his. 
ſtay, after he had.in ſilence preſſed the hand 


_ 


_—_ 


"ELLEN _ ao 


of his mother to his lips, and to his heart, and 


with a look of unutterable tenderneſs folded 


Ellen in his arms. Lady Meredith perceived 
a change in their favor; and Ellen, inexpe- 
rienced as ſne was, concluded Lord Caſtle 


Howel was the good genius of the hour: 


The old ladies had invited her to accom- 
pany them, but the carriage brought Mr. 


Meredith without the Earl, or an intimation 


her company was deſired. She was delighted 
at the ſight of her Patron at ſuch a critical 


period, relying implicitly. on the goodneſs of 
his heart, and eaſy in the confidence of his 
power; bur, ſtrange as it may appear, his NT 
of marriage never occurred to her mind; 

had aſtoniſhed, and, for the moment, i 
plexed her, but the entire ſilence on the ſub- 
ject, obſerved by all the family, the parental 
character in which Lord Caſtle Howel had 


become ſo dear and reſpectable, ſo kindly 


reaſſumed at the parſonage, together with 
ſome ſecret ideas, totally averſe to marriage 
with him, had expelled an event ſo tranſient 


and unexpected. 


3 


20 5 ELLEN. 
When the coach drove up Gals Glade, 


Winifred waiĩted to receive her miſtreſs with 
more meaning than was uſually diſcernable 


in her large black eyes; and, not a uſual 


. thing, doſe behind ſtood old Griffiths and his 


ſiſter, with an equal quantity « treaſured 
| nn in theirs. | 


Mrs. Griffiths i whiſpered Lady Merodidh, 


Elen had aſcended half the Nairs, with Wi- 


| nifred in attendance, when Lady Meredith 
deſired ſhe would accompany her, in the par- 


lour. It was very ſeldom Ellen thought of the 
right or wrong in her grandmother's com- 
mands, and {UH feldomer, ſhe diſobeyed them; 


ſhe turned with alacrity, and then for the firſt = 


time, ſaw ſomething more than . in the 
8 r e : 


cc Cot | 


"et 8 


[ib Griffiths taking the Reverend by the 
e ee hall n 


ELLEN. | mY” 
« cot Nals your dear ſoul, co into your 


room, here has peen the tivel to PAY, Cot 


ſave us, ages W 


cc e 8 the matter >? aſked a Elten 


Now if any of the young ladies, + (horns 
this ſtory ſhould have the honor to be pe- 
ruſed by ſuch) has known what it is to think 
particularly well of a young male acquaint- 
ance, and ſhould fancy the ſecret was known 


only to themſelves, ſuch young ladies will 


know, on all occaſions of ſurpriſe, fear, or 


Joy, the mind inſtantly reverts to the favored 
object, and concludes, he is in fome _—_ 


or other connected with 1 it. 


Percival Evelyn ſtood before Ellen's men- 
tal eye, as ſhe uttered, ce * ARE) whey s the 
matter?” 


ce Ellen, you are aka for,” ſaid Lady | 


n 


cc Cot 
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ce Cot Almighty pleſs us, they won't let us 


Tſpeak—I have had a letter.” 
From Percival go 


No, as Cot is my judge, Mis, from his 
- 996 wal 


Ellen, you are not uſed to keep my mo- 
ther waiting,” ſaid. Mr. Meredith gravely. 


e There now, tivel take it, the Reverent 


muſt put in his hore!” 
Percival's betters, thought RW as ſhe 
turned quick down ſtairs. 


Lady Meredith and her ſon were already 
wich Sir Arthur: The heart of affection when 
it has joyful tidings to communicate, is gene- 
rally very brief, there needs no rhetoric, no 
ornament of ſpeech” to'varniſh a tale of hap- 
pineſs. Lady Meredith was weeping in the 


arms of her huſband—Mr, Meredith and his 


Iwo 


? 


ELLEN  < ws 
two ſiſters were kneeling at his feet, their joy- 


ful emotions divided betwixt thankfulneſs to 
heaven, and gratitude to him who had been 
the bleſſed means of ſaving them from diſ- 


treſs; Miſs Meredith and Ellen joined the 


reſt of the family; the ſervants caught the 


enthuſiaſm ; it was Sunday, and therefore 


there was no dance, but the old harper ſtruck 


up, « Of a noble race was Shenkin.” All was 
harmony and good humour till after ſup- 
per, when Winifred being ſummoned, Mrs, 
Griffiths ſtationed behind Lady Meredith's 


chair, as her brother was behind Sir Arthur's, 


znd the reſt of the domeſtics diſmiſſed, her 
Ladyſhip took a letter out of her pocket, and 
requeſted her ſon to read 8 


Winifred, half crying ane 


uſual way of argument, proteſted againſt this, 
For why? The Reverent had no controul 


over her, the; was twenty-one years of age, 
and, moreover, as coot as a married men 
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* 4 married woman ! * exchimed ob Ar- 
; nbd TORY 
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4 Wein Bp contraction, el Wi- 
fed, pertly, «Cot ſafe me, tis fery hard 


8 Ar een fetver within az tits e dt * 


M Meredith, who Had deen combing lis 
eye over the paper, now turning ſternly, con- 
verted the voluble part of her as. rd into 
tears and loud ſobs.. 


* 
La 


S 45 


When os: receive with which the 


honor of any part of this family is concerned, 


you are anfwerable to us all; how dare you, 


or your correſpondent, preſume to name 
Ellen een in e en 99 _ 


ion OE THI e Me 


8 beer of BY chis buftle; returted with addi- 
tional force; conſcious that ſhe thought of 
little but Bum, her natural inferrence was; that 


his thoughts were as buſy about her. Winifred 


had confeſſed ſhe had entered into a kind of 


n=LES a 


league with him, and though, when abſent in 
England, he had no means of reminding her 
of her promiſe, yet it was not unlikely he 


would do it, when he heard they were re- 
turned to Code Gwyn. This idea in her head, 
the far bluſhing; while Sir Arthur, and in- 


deed all the family, were impatiently urging 
Mr. Meredith to read the letter, which, after 


drawing his chair nearer, heming, and ſnuff- 


ing the n he began as follows. 


** Mi dearaſt Mis Winifred 


Ellen ve . to look up, Ws could not | 


he! mann e to her * 


* 


Mr. Meredith went on. 3900 


Mi art is pln your: cruel WY 


neſs, and mi Lord's art is as bad hoff.“ 


MN ns tear Mr: Ltr fobbed, 26h 
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78 ELLEN. 
E looked amazed. 


Mr Meredith reſuned.. 


— 


1 We came to Bath, al 1 our tru 
lovers, and Madam Forreſt told us the bitter 
news . te 


cc «A N woman,” ſobbed Winifred. 


cc e Winifred,” Laid Elten, cc you are 
very impertinent, I wonder how you dare call 
Mrs. Forreſt a wicked woman?” | 

Why did ſhe call me fals arted, Miſs, 
tell me but that! ? Cot ſafe me, r coot 
for the coos is coot for the canter.“ 


e Silence,“ faid 8 Sir Arthur tel, cc 80 | 
on, ſon.” - 25 j 


18 Which was the more bitter to me, has 
my Lord has got a promiſe of an exciſeman's 
8 * me, where of we might have a com- 


fortable 


ELLEN 215 


fortable being of our own, and moreover kept 


our little farm too.” V fo? 


a= 
f 


| Winifred gave ”_ Griffiths a 1180 cc you — 


ſee, aunt — r 3.) 


And my Lord has been bezwifges 
fine ſeat, and new gilding, and painting, and 
laying out the ground, all for a ſarten young 
ledy, that (hull be nameless. 1 


* „ 


3 
0 11 


e eye v was now 80 on | Ellen but as 


E llen returned the look without a trait of con- 


. Mr. Neredim went on. 


cc «F or, you winds: Winifred, I. never rel 


ſecrets, but my Lord can think of 1 8 


nor re of nothing, but Miſs Meredith. * 


. «Nor more he can, I vu mke my abi 
cried Winifred, 
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Any more than I can of my dear Wini- | 
fred, and certainly we fhall both die, if you 
break your vows and promiſes,” 


10 2 Cot ** Amen! amen * 


So now I bag if you have a ſparkittle h 
& lofe for your poor conſtant Joſeph, you 
will write me word, by the return of poſt, as 
follows: Why you went in ſuch a hurry 
from Bath? what you are now doing? whether 
that ſauntering fellow, Evelyn, is ſtill ts the 
prig of a nr | 


Mr. Meredith "RY my as poor Wi- 
_ nifred, notwithſtanding her partiality for Jo- 
ſeph, and her good thoughts, through him, of 

his Lord, really loved and reſpected all the 
Code Gwyn family, ſne could not hear the 
laſt ſentence without feeling = utmoſt con- 


fuſion. 


© « The prig of a erb- repeated Sir Ar- 
thur. | FP 


« Aye, 


BLE RKW. 
ee Aye aye, aye aye,” cried old Griffiths, 
ſhaking his white locks over Sir Arthur's 
ſhoulder, © this is a brave huſband you have 
got, huſley, who ub his n. 
miniſter. 


« Of our  Reverent 1555 added Mrs. Griffchs, 
* a look of horror. 


« The ſauntering fellow, Evelyn,” aid Mr. 
Meredith, reſentfully. 


« I wonder what poor Fer ls done 
to him, joined Ellen. 


« Go on, 20 on, my Jar brother,” Laid 
Mary, this will be a charming _ for 
me to write Mits Jones,” | 


« And whether you tell Miss Meredith, 
-how dear my Lord loves her, and whether 


ſhe loves him ever ſo little, and whether ſhe 


has any other ſweetheart, and whether you 


L 2 can 


of 


F; TW ELLEN. 
can Perſuade ber to come with you to the 
21 0 to meet wy 1 Lord __ I, fy 


"0p herbe the man mean? cried Ellen, 
with Wed aſtoniſhment. | 


2 Meet him! 4 miſereant! it is out of the 
practice of romance to meet a man by appoint- 
8 5 "Os Wb N in an accent t of 


* 


«T5 as any more = ' aſked 4 Lady 2 | 
. Uith, impariently. | | 


Only the 8 — - Mie loving buf. 
| band, tell deth, Joſern ee 57% 7 


« Meet in the een aid Mr. Mere- 
; dith, «then I ſuppoſe this worthy ſpouſe elect 
of yours, was apprehenſive Mr. Evelyn would 
be fauntering in the ph of his. noble em- 
Ore oy 3 A 1595 md 2xvol e. 


* 
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| Winifred had not a word to ſay, the prig 

* a parſon ſtruck her dumb; but her tears 
were always ready, thoſe ſhe ſhed in 7 
* 


852 Oh, thou ſhame of thy family.” fad old 


Griffiths, with indignation, © thou viper, not 


only to abuſe the noble blood that nouriſhed 
thee, but join a rag- a- muffin of a footman to 
* ſweet Miſs Ellen to be ruined.” 


1 this 3 Winifred 3 herſelf to 
be innocent; her own vanity confirmed every 
profeſſion made by her lover, not once had 


ſhe ſuſpected either the honeſty or ſincerity _ 
of his addreſſes, and Ellen being beyond 


compariſon the moſt beautiful creature ſhe 
had ever ſeen, and being ſincerely attached to 
her, it was natural to ſuppoſe her charms had, 

at leaſt, made as indeliable an impreſſion on 


Lord Claverton ; indeed, as Joſeph had ſaid 
and ſworn it, the matter was ſo far paſt d oubt, J 


that had they continued at Bath till his 
Lordſhip's arrival, and he propoſed, as was 


Ky intended, 


ü 
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8 a double elopement, neither the 
danger or impropriety of the meaſure would 
have prevented her. Innocent therefore as 
to intention, and of an irritable temper, ſhe 
entered into a vindictive explanation, in the 


cCourſe of which, by her defence both of her 


lover and his Lordſhip, ſhe diſcovered to the 
family, what was entirely hid from herfelf— 
that Joſeph and his Lord were purſuing a a 
regular concerted plan, which, but for the 
ſudden recall from Bath might have ended in 
the ruin of both miſtreſs and maid : But, as 
it nevertheleſs appeared ſhe was the inno- 
cent dupe of ſecret villany, ſhe was con- 
od to the * of her uncle and 


en | 1 undreſs Miſs Elen: 
eien ſhe, as ſhe r 


Not l you are ſenſible of hs errors of 
your conduct,“ anſwered Lady Meredith. | 


* 


FLUEN a: 


It was now too late to enter into any far- 
ther diſcuſſion of the letter with Ellen, but 
the occurrences of the day were of too inte- 
refting a nature to permit the other part of 
the family to part, before every particular 
had been canvaſſed over Among: them. 


J 40 denn his 1 Amine _ as 
Catherine deſcribed him, bought every body's 
eſtates, and lived in a corner of his own houſe, 
feared by many, reſpected by few, and loved 
by none, left his native village, Code Gwyn, 
an indigent adventurer; his father, a diſſolute 
pauper of the Pariſh, got the then Rector, who 


had taken ſome pains in having his ſon taught -_ 


reading and writing, to recommend him to a 
. of reſpectable connexions, of that 
country, who was then a ſucceſsful and opu- 
lent Merchant in London. Martin, the pa- 
ternal name of the now Squire, was for- 
tunately engaged by Mr. Morgan as under 
porter, where he ingratiated himſelf firſt into 
the good opinion of his maſter, a plain fair 
meaning man, who raiſed him from his me- 

14 ©. on 


ELLEN. 


tal fervant to his principal truſt i in \ the buli 
ON neſsy and next into the heart of his only child. 
Mifs Morgan was metherleſs, and her fa- 
ther's exceſſive fondneſs, * by keeping her 
5 conſtantly at home, deprived her of the 
advantage ſhe would have imbibed by aſſo- 
| wei wath well TIES Tung women. 


4 


Martin was e a even chen, 
Pay bow very low where occaſion ſuited : 


Ine did not run away with Miſs Morgan, but 


he took care to alarm her father with fears 
for her life, if he refuſed his conſent. The 
old man had a good deal of Cambrian pride 


About him, he withſtood his davghter's en- 


treaties, but her tears conquered him, and he 


| *confented to their marriage. Martin ſucceeded 


Mr. Morgan in his buſineſs, and buried his 
wife the ſame year, by whom he had an only 


| daughter, who, in hopes of making a woman 


of faſhion, he kept at a capital bording ſchool 
till ſhe was eighteen, when his father-in-law, 
who had retired to his eſtate at Code Gwyn 


| "Fe ä 7 18 all his fortune to 
him, 


. 


* 
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him, and his grandaughter, on a 5 


their taking the name of Morgan, which, as 


that of Martin was by no means deficient in 


. notoriety, and Code Gwyn the place his vanity . 
wiſhed to ſhine at, notwithſtanding his mean 


origin, was a very acceptable clauſe in a will 


that left him, with his own ſavings, « one of the 
richeſt men in Britain, and as ſoon as an act 


of parliament changed John Martin to e 
— en he took poſſeſſion. | 


Elizabeth woman was "A ſenſible, and 


virtuous; ſhe accompanied her father to Code 
Gwyn, and the late Mr. Morgan having lived 


in habits. of friendſhip with the Merediths, 
Edmund , juſt then returned from College, fell 


_ paſſionately in love with her: Sir Arthur 


would not hear of a connexion ſo degrading, 


_ « notwithſtanding the immenſe .wealth of her 


father, and bis views were much N for 
his eee 7 


MI Meredith honored his AE and in- 


berited their pride of blood; but, ſpite of all 
R his 
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s, to ed "his atachrnt, * in- 8 


| though he was We avert to the match 
as himſelf, Mir. Morgan remand vowed never 


to 3 


e ue — Euottiging 
Mr. Meredith's paſſion, though ſhe was in 


| habits of intimacy with the Miſs wr ee) gh 
— . — ao * 


Tier 7 pleafint manners and ſweetneſs of 
* temper conquered the diſlike the neighbour- 
Hood entertained againſt her father; every 
body took notice of and invited her to their 
houſes, and ſhe was a frequent and favorite 
gueſt of Lady Margaret Howel's. The fair 
Elizabeth flattered the hopes and pride of 
her father; he knew enough of the world to 
be ſure his daughter with 80, oool. would be 
0 received into families, whoſe blood might be” 

- traced” to > "the Conqueror, though the poor 

proud 


nence to rextiember: his leaving the — 
which he was born, to ſeek b bread than 
they gave his parents; fond of the aggrandize- 
ments of his daughter, ſhe never made a con- 
nexion he did 
every light, to try whether it ee | 
nnen K eee 3 


The fut glance a eyes 1 Elizabeth 
mined the fate of our young parſon. Na- 
only of a ſtudious penſive turn, his mind 
retreated from futile amuſements : He ſtudied 
much before he ſaw Miſs Morgan, and after - 
he had ſeen her, ſhe mixed in every ſenti- 
ment, and he ſaw her in every line he read: 
He had a little taſte for drawing, her face, in 
all attitudes, ornamented his ſtudy, her eyes a 
were penciled on the margins of even his ſer- 
mons, and he wrote the initials of her name 
in the blank leaves of all his books: His 
walks were within ſight of the houſe, and if, 


after a ramble of three or four hours, he ſaw 
| Elizabeth, he returned ſatisfied, This often 
„ happened, 


not immediately canvas in 


EEE  - 
ry walks, in — 4 aſt 3 of 
the neighbourhood; but her health grew daily 
worſe: Her father, angry at the ravage fick- 
| N neſs made in her lovely 6 countenance, and 
alarmed at the conſequence, inſtead of ſooth- 
ing, reproached, and threatened the fair inva- 
lid. He took it into his head Meredith was 
the ſecret ſource of her diſorder, and vowed 
to give his fortune to hoſpitals, and turn her 
out eee an r beggarly 
5 1 


bee nt; 3 eee | 
_-ſweiing:her ſtern father, who, as her health 
* ane b ever yr more fretful. 
4 "Meredith, f ſhocked at: 5 hs in FR | 
Jools, and unable to conceal the anguiſh of 
his ſoul, often abſented himſelf from her and 
became a prey to deſpair: During one of 
ttheſe ſell · inflicted penances, he was ſurpriſed 
* an f vilit from Mr. Morgan, who 
5 22 2 ae 
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"aided" charged: him with e ſtole 
es e 1 m. pier _ FO 


AS 8 


The ſurpriſe _m_ 1 grief which walk poſſe: 
na of Mr. Meredith's countenance were 


proofs ſufficient of his innocence ; and Mor- 


gan, forgetting for a minute his animoſity, in- 

formed him, that his daughter, after bidding 
him in a more tender than common manner 
good night, had gone early to reſt; that, in 
the morning, on her not coming to breakfaſt, 
he ſearched her apartments, where ſhe had 
not been in bed; that on opening her ward- 
robe, they found ſhe had taken beſt part of 


her cloaths ; and, in fine, that ſhe had left his 


N " = 
* 
7 l 7 1 - 3 3 L $2 wes 
— 4 * 1 14 1 -£ 4 * _- F T's 
5 [4 % — 4 4 1 * — ev » XZ SE 4&4 * 4 
% 
# * x 
% 

8919 : > * . 


F 
| rr 
1 


Our parſon's countenance. brightened at 
this: So viſible and increaſing had been her 
a dejection, he had, at firſt the ſtrongeſt appre- 

henſions for her fate; but ſhe lived, and he 
truſted had happineſs in purſuit, not, indeed, 


with bim, that was ſelf evident; but /eff was 


not in * ne hour attended to! 


% 


* 


ber and her conne: 


the 3 my — — —— re- 
conciled to the elopement of his daughter, 
 Gace he found che poor Meredith was not her 
companion: He, however, i immediately ſet | 
off for town, but though enquiries nor even 
money was ſpared to diſcover her, ſhe was 
vot heard right months after, when he 
7 rr a — 
Highgate hill, from whence he INS 
take . 1200 4 3017 


13 actin ee 
bl unmoved in ſuch a ſituation; he haſtened 


d the place and found his only child dead: 


The people of the dene were! rangers 


there for air, a 3 2 ad- 
vance for the lodging, and a man and woman 
ſervant had attended her, who diſappeared 
within. an hour after ſhe died; and though 


i 4s vb Pty * bore the appearance of 


: elegance, 


2112. 5 1 
— n e 4 | 
cion of their intention, till, after a violent 
buſtle, a Glence, which continued more than 
an hour, induced the landlady to open the 
chamber door, where ſhe found the lady dead, 
and the apartment cleared of every thing that 
could poſſibly lead to a diſcovery of the 
thieves, for that they had been e 2. 
W doubt. 19455 - 


Mr. W e and ava: as he contem- 
plated the corpſe of his child; and after „ 
two hours in vain regrets he had ever been a 
father, almoſt diſtracted, left the ſcene of. 
mortality. But tho' change of place could 
not remove the reproach from his mind, 
which he endeavoured. to appeaſe, by ſuch a 
ridiculous parade of funeral grandeur, as 
ſerved to gratify his own vanity, and ſwell the 
undertaker's bill: But the deceaſed left a 
more laſting monument of his hard heart than 
the expenſive one he placed to her memory 
in the pariſh church where ſhe died: He libe- 
t nally 
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p be ele pile mean s to*coriceal the | 
i king a precipitate enc of — 
— haſtened'ro his wann nanſton, whe 
-athouſand different ways Meredith heard all, 


and found one fad certainty, the woman who 


Poſſeſſed his warm heart was no more; a fe- 
ver ſeized his brain, followed by a nervous 
debility that totally incapacitated him from 
| performing his function. for three years 
left his ſpirits quite fork; his health impaired. 
n eee woman nated * 
05 — — ef ws FIR 
x. 1 bis dee was ee into — 


bis eee to Foup er ben . 


- mever would hear her name end. and, 
dead 


+ of 


dead to every generous feeling, devoted his 
life to the accumulation of riches, and the 5 


gratification of his paſſions — he was in the 


conſtant habit of lending money to people in | 


diſtreſſed circumſtances, and of conceiving a 


vicious inclination for modeſt women, and it 
was not ſeldom he made the huſband and 


father give good ſecurity for money he pre- 
tended to advance to the charms of the * 


* . | 


The Code 8 ele FA . * ; | 


axe, no wood had been cut but for domeſtic 


uſe for more than a century back, it was, as 
poor Brown would have ſaid, * full of capa- | 


3 bilities.” The manor was extenſive, the 


; ground rich, and finely laid out; the manſion 
| houſe, it is true, was out of repair, but Mr. 
| Morgan's keen eye ran it over, he knew how | 


* little, with the old materials, and wood and lime 


on the premiſes, it would coſt to build a new 
one; then, ta turn the haughty Meredith's 


out of their vaunted antient home, was a gra- 


tification which. he never loſt ſight of! He 
4 YE inſinuated 


— 


re erinner 5. 
towed on his family, and in the zeal of ap- 
b Sie ſupplied the eaſy improvi- 
dent Baronet with ſum after ſum, till, like a 
thunderbolt, the notice of forecloſure ſhewed 
them the" gulph beſore.chem.; and the wolf, 


int. nah his ee 


J 0 | : 
: 
ſkin. - ' 
= ; . 
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Mr. Morgan, not content with —— the 
Code Gwyn family, vented the concealed 
ancour of his heart in reproaches and inſults; 
and theſe were ſo often repeated, that they 
- reconciled themſelves to the removing to 


the parſonage, to avoid any further inter- 


- courſe with their narrow minded creditor :— 
Tet, to leave the houſe where their anceſtors 
ved and died, to break up their family, to 
7; eee ee e eee ro their grey- 
- domeſtics; to aſſign a ſet of honeſt 
pendants to the mercy of a rapacious miſer, 
ſon, no 


| f | 1 + ond behold objects which time had en- 


deared | 


SLLEG __. as 


deared to their view, was terrible. Every 
part of the family dreaded the impending 

miſery, yet all were ſolicitous to conceal _ 
each other r e „ 


1 The ding of dach at n 0 
ſonage, was at the requeſt of Mr. Meredith, 
whoſe laſt hope reſted on a doubt old Grif- 
fichs had ſuggeſted, of Sir Arthur's right to 
mortgage one part of the eſtate; but the mo- 
ney had been advanced, and, therefore, _ 
ever the paint of law might ftand, he. 
not of a turn to diſpute payment, A hodah 
he thought he might honorably avail himſelf | 
of this ſuggeſted advantage ſo far, as to re- 
tain the poſſeſſion of the manor. during his 
parent's kfe; but he had to do ons a man 
called it, the folly of his debtors.” 25 


be e bas ben, che ſucceſs of eat 
meeting; we have now to follow them, from 


| Mr. Meredith's account, to Calle Howel. 


During: 


1 

b — 
— 
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S ride from Code 88 Lord 
Cale Howel made himſelf maſter of the ra- 
pacious views of Mr. Morgan, as well as the 
ſupine negligence of the Merediths ; he well 
knew what money Mr. Morgan would ad- 


other perſon's while to do the fame ; at all 
events; he reſolved. the houſe and grounds 


ſhould. be left in the poſſeſſion of the old 


people for life, bat being ſettled, he eagerly 
_ aſked, if Ellen had _ been made ac 


oth 1 e 


Nr. 'Meredith's PER to Fi Lordſhip's | 

| Jeter had not reached London before the 
impatience of the old ladies, to ſay nothing 
of his Lordſhip's, induced them to leave it; 

the queſtion, therefore, at ſuch a period, was 


extremely embarraſſing, as it muſt lead to an 
- explanation, which might entirely fruſtrate all 


the plans the Earl had been concerting in. their 


Lord 


Lord Caſtle Howe) obſerved his embarraſſ- 
ment, and felt it was no good augur for him. 
Hie was filent while Mr. Meredith was con- 
ſidering how to ſoften a refuſal his natural 
frankneſs forbid. him to conceal — but the 
more he conſidered 1 more he found | him 


The Earl, 1 a forced ſmile, ſaid, 
he feared Ellen's heart was not in his cauſe, 
he ſaw he was rejected, but hoped ſhe had 
not been urged too warmly - Mr. Meredith 
would forgive him he meant in reference 
to che WW of che eee N 


M. Meredith ks. *. My "PO He you 
little know either Ellen or the family had 
they been capable of urging ſuch a motive, I 
ſhould have been ſpared the pain I feel in 
conveying to. e Lord irh L1 haye 
written to N 

3 1 | 

cc « Forgive ma anſwered the Earl, «ye 
will ſay no more on the buſineſs,” and he 
| | turned 


1 5 ELLEN. 
cared the converſion to the improvements 
Nee : | wr 


When — was 3 3 what 
- had been ſettled in the coach, Mr. Meredith 
was: furpriſed to hear the Earl defire him to 
ſend the demands on the Code Gwyn eſtate 
to his attorney, and 1 it mom be Paid. 


0 1 hear right, thought he- The whole 
mortgage nr e 
6 „What, you 1 rich, and 

wonder to hear me talk of paying off mort- 
geges ? But I take this to be a good thing, or 
E would not r 3 


1 n che FORTE to hide * 5 | 
"grin, and Lord Caftle Howel ordered a bot- 
die of Madeira, © Come, Morgan,” faid he, 
ou are diſappointed, I know, and to con- 
feſs the truth, ſo am I, but 1 is a 1 
to better luck another time,” P 


M 
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& My Lord, I beg your Lordſhip e to be- 
| " again .. 2 


" Believe, why I know it,” replied the Earl, 
de but as I will pay the money, and as you 


beſt of it.” 


Morgan could not poſſibly contradict an 
Earl, who was not in his debt, and therefore 
become quite friends with Mr. Meredith, and 
after begging his Lordſhip would not think 


of an attorney, in a buſineſs, which ſhould be 
| ſettled exactly as his N * 
humbly took his leave. 


Me redith would have made A vr 
ments, but the Earl forbid him, and awithout 


again mentioning Ellen they parted. _ 
Every thing now went well at Code Gwyn, 

but this calm was of ſhort duration, for David, 

whoſe wife had lived at Caſtle Howel, brought 


news that diſtreſſed them all, the Earl was in- 


diſpoſed. 


muft receive it, drink your glaſs and make the 


